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"It  would  appear  that  Lincoln 
was  not  interested  in  biography 

which  was  indiscriminate  eulogy; 
but  that  he  csred  to  read  the  lives 
of  eminent  .ten  is  certain. 

In  his  boyhood  he  appears  to 
have  read  Weeni1  Life  of  Marion  as 
well  as  that  of  Washington*  and  also 
to  have  read  Franklin* s  Autobiog- 
raphy, and  later,  the  life  of  Henry 
Clay." 
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PREFACE, 

IT  is  already  known  to  many,  thai  Br.  Frank-* 
tin  amufed  himfelf,  towards  the  clofeofhislife, 
with  writing  memoirs  of  his  own  hijiory  ;  which 
are  brought  down  only  to  the  year  1.757. 

The  fiyle  of  thefe  memoirs  is  uncommonly  f leaf- 
ing, Thefiory  is  told  with  the  moji  unreferved 
(incerity,  and  without  any  falfe  colouring  or  orna- 
ment. We  fee ,  in  every  page,  that  the  author  ex- 
amined  his  fubjecl  with  the  eye  of  a  mafter,  and 
related  no  incidents,  the  fprings  and  origin  of  which  ' 
he  did  not  perfectly  uhderftand.  It  is  this  thai 
gives  fuch  exquifite  and  uncommon  perfpicuity  to 
the  detail  and  delight  in  the- review* 

Dr.  Franklin  was  born  at  Bofton,  hi  New 
England y  January,  6 ±  1706.-  The  high  rank 
h'e  fuflained  in  the  literary  worlds  induced  the 
National  Affembly  of  France  to  go  in  mourning  J% 
him*  His  integrity  as  a  man  ;  and  his  abilities 
as  a  Sf at ef man  fe cured  the  mojl  djftinguifhed  hon* 
ours  from  Congress,  andrefpecl  to  his  memory ',  by 
the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  ;  where  he  died, 
April  1.7,  1790. 

The  account  which  he  has  left  of  his  life  will 
fldow,  in  a  Jiriking  example,  how^  by  tal- 
ents, induflry,  and  integrity,  he  rofe  J  torn  obfcu- 
rity  to  the  jirfl  eminence  and  confequence  in  the 
world  ;  and  mufl  prove  an  inducement  to  the  rif~ 
ing  generation,  to  "  go  and  do  likewife." 

THE  PUBLISHER. 
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LIFE  OF 
DR.  BENJAMIN  IRANKLIN 

MY  DEAR  SOJV, 

1  HAVE  amufed  myfelf  with 
colle&ing  fome  little  anecdotes  of  my  family.. 
You-  may  remember  the  inquiries  I  made,- 
when  you  were  with  me  in  England,  among 
fuch  of  my  relations  as  were  then  living  ;  and 
the  journey  I  undertook  for  that  purpofe.  To 
be  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  my  par- 
entage and  life,  many  of  which  are  unknown 
to  you,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will  afford  the  fame 
pleafure  to  you  as  to  me.  I  fhall  relate  them 
upon  paper  ;  it  will  be  an  agreeable  employ- 
ment of  a  week's  uninterrupted  leifure,  which 
I  promife  myfelf  during  myprefent  retirement 
in  the  country.  There  are  alfo  other  motives 
which  induce  me  to  the  undertaking.  From 
the  bofom  of  poverty  and  obfcurity,  in  which  I 
drew  my  firft  breath  aad  fpent  my  earliefl 
years,  I  have  raifed  myfelf  to  a  ftate  of  opu- 
lence and  to  fome  degree  of  celebrity  in  the 
world.  A  conftant  good  fortune  has  attend- 
ed me  through  every  period  of  life*,  to. my  pref- 
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ent  advanced  age ;  and  my  defcendants  may 
be  defirous  of  learning  what  were  the  means  of 
which  I  made  life,  and  which,  thanks  to  the 
affi (ling  hand  of  Providence,  hath  proved  fo 
eminently  fuccefsfuL  They  may  alio,  fhould: 
they  ever  be  placed  in  a  fimilar  fituation,  de- 
rive fome  advantage  from  my- narrative. 

When  I  reflect,  as  I  frequently  do,  upon  the 
felicity  I  have  enjoyed,  I  fometimes  fay  to  my- 
felf,  that,  were  the  offer  made  me,  F  would  en- 
gage to  run  again,  from  beginning  to  end,  the 
fame  career  of  life.     All  I  would  afk  mould 
be  the  privilege  of  an  author,   to  correct,  in  a 
fecond  edition,  certain  errors    of  the  firft.     I- 
could  wifh,  likewife,  if  it  were  in  my  power, 
to  change  fome  trivial  incidents  and  events  for' 
others  more  favourable*     Were  this  however- 
denied  me,  (till  would  I  not  decline  the  offer,  • 
Bat  fince  a  repetition  ©f  life  cannot  take  place, 
there  is  nothing  which,  in  my  opinion,  fo  near- 
ly refembles  it,  as  to  call  to  mind  all  its  circum-- 
fiances,  and  lo  render  their  remembrance  more 
durable,  commit  them  to  writing.-     By   thus 
employing  myfelf*  I  fhall  yield  to  the.  inclina- 
tion fo  natural  to  old  men,  to  talk   of  them- 
felves  and   their  exploits*  and  may  freely  fol- 
low my  bent,  without  Win^  ihelome  to  thofe,- 
who,  from  refpedt  to   my  age  ht    think 

themfelves  obliged  to  hi L en  to  me;  as  they 
will  be  at  liberty  to  read  me  or  not*  as  they 
pleafe.  In  fine,  (and  I  may  well  avow  r ,  ~nce 
nobody  would  believe  me  were  I  to  deny  it,) 
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f  fnall  perhaps,  by  this  employment  gratify  my 
canity.  Scarcely  indeed  have  I  ever  heard  or 
read  the  introductory  phrafe,  "  I  may  fay  with* 
out  vanity"  but  fome  linking  and  chara&erif- 
tic  inftance  of  Vanity  has  immediately  follow- 
ed. The  generality  of  men  hate  vanity  in 
others,  however  ilrongly  they  my  be  tinctured 
with  it  themfelves  ;  for  myfelf,  I  pay  obei- 
fance  to  it  wherever  I  meet  with  it,  perfuaded 
that  it  is  advantageous,  as  well  to  the  individ- 
ual whom  it  governs,  as  to  thofe  who  are  with- 
in the  fphere  of  its  influence.  Of  confequence, 
it  would,  in  many  cafes,  not  be  wholly  abfurd, 
that  a  man  mould  count  his  vanity  among  the 
other  fweets  of  life,  and  give  thanks  to  Provi- 
dence for  the  bleffing. 

And  here  let  me  with  all  humility  acknowl- 
edge, that  to  Divine  Providence  I  am  indebted 
for  the  felicity  I  have  hitherto  enjoyed.  It  is 
that  power  alone  which  has  furnifhed  me  with 
the  means  I  have  employed,  and  that  has 
.crowned  them  with  fuccefs.  My  faith  in  this 
refpeel  leads  me  to  hope,  though  I  cannot 
count  upon  it,  that  the  divine  goodnefs  will 
ilill  be  exercifed  towards  me,  either  by  pro- 
longing the  duration  of  my  happinefs  to  the 
clofe  of  life,  or  by  giving  me  fortitude  to  fup- 
port  any  melancholy  reverfe,  which  may  hap- 
pen to  me,  as  to  fo  many  others.  My  future 
fortune  is  unknown  but  to  Him  in  whofe  hand 
i%  our  deftiny,  and  who  can  make  our  very  af- 
flictions fubfervieat  to  our  benefit 
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One  of  my  uncles,  defirous,  like  myfelf,  of 
collecting  anecdotes  of  our  family,  gave  me 
fome  notes  from  which  I  have  derived  many 
particulars  refpedting  our  anceftors.  From 
thefe  I  learn,  that  they  had  lived  in  the  fame 
village  (Eaton  in  Northamptonfhire)  upon  a 
freehold  of  about  thirty  acres,  for  the  fpace  at 
lead  of  three  hundred  years.  How  long  they 
had  refided  there  prior  to  that  period,  my  uncle 
had  been  unable  to  difcover  ;  probably  ever 
fince  the  inftitution  of  furnames,  when  they 
took  the  appellation  of  Franklin  ;  which  had 
formerly  been  the  name  of  a  particular  order 
of  individuals.* 

This  pretty  eftate  would  not  have  fufficed 
for  their  fubfiftence,  had  they  not  added  the 
trade  of  blackfmith,  which  was  perpetuated  in 

NOTE. 

*  As  a  proof  that  Franklin  was  anciently  the  common 
name  of  an  order  or  rank  in  England,  see  Judge  Fortes- 
cue,  De  laudibus  legum  Anglia%  written  about  the  year 
1412,  in  which  is  the  following  passage,  to  shew  that 
good  juries  might  easily  be  formed  in  any  part  of  Eng- 
land ; 

**  Regio  etiam  ilia,)  ita  resfiersd  refer taque  eat  possesso- 
rfbus  terrarum  et  agrorum,  quod  in  eay  viliula  tarn  fiarva 
rrfieriri  non  fioterity  in  qua  ncn  est  miles,  armiger,  vet 
paterfamilias*  qualis  ibidem  Franklin  vulgaritur  nun- 
eufiatary  tna&nis  ditatus  fi08&essionibus>nec  non  libere, 
tenentes  at  alii  valecti  filurimiy  suis  fiatrimoniis  sufficien- 
teg)  ad  faciendum  juratam%  in  forma  firanotata" 

"  Moreover,  the  same  country  is  so  filled  and  replen* 
ished  with  landed  menne,  that  therein  so  small  a  thorpi 
cannot  be  found  whs-rein  dwelleth  not  a  knight,  an  es* 
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the  family  down  to  my  uncle's  time,  the  eld- 
eft  fon  having  been  uniformly  brought  up  to 
this  employment  ;  a  cuftom  which  both  he 
and  my  father  obferved  with  refpecl;  to  their 
elded  ions. 

In  the  refearches  I  made  at  Eaton,  I  found 
no  account  of  their  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  earlier  than  in  the  year  15.55  >  tns' 
parifh  regifter  not  extending  farther  back  than 
that  period.  This  regifter  informed  me,  that 
I  was  the  youngeft  fon  of  the  youngeft  branch 
of  the  family,  counting  five  generations.  My 
grandfather^  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  1598, 
livmg  at  Eaton  till  he  was  too  old  to  continue 
his  trade,  when  he  retired  to  Banbury,  in  Ox- 
fordshire, where  his  fon  John,  who  was  a  dy- 
er, refided,  and  with  whom  my  father  was  ap- 
prenticed. He  died,  and  was  buried  there  ; 
we  faw  his  monument  1111758.      His  eldeft 

quire,  or  such  a  household. r  as  is  there  commonly  call- 
ed a  Fi  an klin,  enriched  with  great  possessions  ;  and  al- 
so other  freeholders  and  many  yeoman,  able  for  their 
livelihoods  to  make  a  jury  in  form  aforementioned." 

Old  Translation, 
Chaucer  too  calls  his  country  gentleman  a  Franklin, 
and,  after  describing  his  good  housekeeping,  thus  char- 
acterises him. 

This  worthy  Franklin  Bore  afiurse  of  silk , 
Fijc'd  to  his  girdle,  white  as  morning  milk. 
Knight  of  the  shire,  first  justice  at  the  assize ', 
To  help,  the  floor,  the  doubtful  to  advise. 
In  all  employments,  generous,  just  he  firov'd* 
Renown* d  for  courtesy,  by  all  belov'd, 
A  2 
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fon  lived  in  the  family  houfe  at  Eaton,  which 
he  bequeathed,  with  the  land  belonging  to  it, 
to  his  only  daughter,  who,  in  concert  with  her 
hufband,  Mr.  Fifher,  of  Wellingborough,  af- 
terwards fold  it  to  Mr,  Efted,  the  pr  efent  pro- 
prietor. 

My  grandfather  had  four  furviving  fons9 
Thomas,  John,  Benjamin,  and  Jofias.  I  mail 
give  you  fuch  particulars  of  them  as  my  mem- 
ory will  furnifh,  not  having  my  papers  here, 
in  which  you  will  find  a  more  minute  account 
if  they  are  not  loft  during  my  abfence. 

Thomas  had  learned  the  trade  of  bhckfmith 
under  his  father  ;  but  porTetling  a  good  natu- 
ral underftanding,  he  improved  it  by  ftudy,  at 
the  felicitation  of  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of. 
Palmer,  who  was  at  that  time  the  principal  in- 
habitant of  the  village,  and  who  encouraged 
in  like  manner  all  my  uncles  to  improve  their 
minds.  Thomas  thus  rendered  himfelf  com- 
petent to  the  functions  of  a  country  attorney  ; 
foon  became  an  eflential  perfonage  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  village  ;  and  was  one  of  the  chief 
movers  of  every  public  enterprife,  as  well  rel- 
ative to  the  county,  as  the  town  of  Northamp- 
ton. A  variety  of  remarkable  incidents  were 
told  us  of  him  at  Eaton.  After  enjoying  the 
efteemand  patronage  of  Lord  Halifax,  he  di- 
ed January  6,  1702,  precifely  four  years  before 
I  was  born.  The  recital  that  was  made  us  of 
his  life  and  character,  by  fome  aged  perfons  of 
the  \  "'lore,  {truck  you  I  remember,  a§  este* 
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ordinary*  from  its  analogy  to  what  you  knew 
of  myfelf.  "  Had  he  died,"  faid  you,  "  jufl 
four  years  later,  one  might  have  fuppofed  a 
tranfmigration  of  fouls." 

John,  to  the  befl  of  my  belief*  was  brought 
up  to  the  trade  of  a  wool-dyer. 

Benjamin  ferved  his  apprenticefhip  in  Lon- 
don to  a  filk-dyer.  He  was  an  induflrious 
man  ;  I  remember  binv  well  ;  for,  while  I 
was  a  child,  he  joined  my  father  at  Boflon, 
and  lived  for  fome  years  in  the  houfe  with  us» 
A  particular  affection  had  always  fubfifted  be- 
tween my  father  and  him,  and  I  was  his  god- 
fbn.  He  arrived  to  a  great  age> .  He.  left  be- 
hind him  two  quarto  volumes  of  poems  in  man— 
ufcript,  confiding  of  little  fugitive  pieces  ad- 
dreffed  to  his  friends*  He  had  invented  a 
fhort-hand,  which  he  taught  me,  but  laving 
never  made  ufe  of  it,  I  have  now  forgotten  it. 
He  was  a  manof  piety,  and  a  conftant  attend- 
ant on  the,  befl  preachers,  whofe  fermons  he 
took  a  pleafure  in  writing  down  according  to 
the  expeditory  method  he  had  deviled, .  Ma- 
ny volumes  were  thus  collected  by  him,  fte 
was  alfo  extremely  fond  of  politics,  too  much 
fo  perhaps  for  his  fituation*  I  lately  found  in 
London  a  collection  which  he  had  made  of  all 
the  principal  pamphlets  relative  to  public  af- 
fairs, from  the  year  1641  to  1717.  Many  vol* 
umes  are  wanting,  as  appears  by  the  feries  of 
numbers  ;  but  there  Mill  remain  eight  in  fo- 
lio, and  twenty  four  in  quarto  and  octavo i 
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The  collection  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a. 
fecond-hand  bookfeller,  who,  knowing  me  by 
having  fold  me  feme  books,  brought  it  to  me. 
My  uncle,  it  Teems,  had  left  it  behind  him  on 
his  departure  for  America,  about  fifty-  years 
ago.  I  found  various  notes  of  his  writing  in, 
the  margins.  His  grandfon,  Samuel,  is  now 
living  at  Bo  Hon. 

Our  humble  family  had  early  embraced  the 
reformation*.  They  remained  faithfully  attach- 
ed during  the  reign  of  Que £N.< Mary,  when< 
they  were  in  danger  of  being  molefted  on- 
account  of  their  zeal  againft  Popery.  They 
had  an  Englifh  Bible,  and,  to  conceal  it  the 
more  fecurely,  they  conceived  the  project  of 
faftening  it,,  open,  with  pack-threads  acrofs  the 
leaves,  on  the  infide.of  the  lid  of  a  clofe-ftool. 
When  my  great-grandfather  wimed  to  read 
to  his  family,  he  reverfed  the  lid  of  the  clofe- 
ftool  upon  his.  knees,  and  pafled  the  leaves 
from  one  fide  to  the  other,  which  were  held 
down  on  each  by  the  pack-thread .  One  of 
the  children  was/  ftationed  at  the  door  to  give 
notice  if  he  faw  the  proclor  (an  officer  of  the 
fpiritual  court)  make  his  appearance  (  in  that 
cafe,  the  lid  was  reftored  to  its  place  with  the 
Bible  concealed  under  it  as  before.  I  had  this 
anecdotefrom  my  uncle  Benjamin. 

The  whole  family  preferved.its  attachment 
to  the  Church  of  England,  till  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  when  certain 
minifters,  who.  had  been  eje&ed  as  non-con-  - 
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formifts,  having  held  Conventicles  in  North- 
amptonshire, they  were  joined  by  Benjamin  and 
Joiias,  who  adhered  to  them  ever  after.  The 
reft  of  the  family  continued  in  the  Epifcopa! 
Church. 

My  father,  Jofias,  married  early  in  life* 
He  went  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  to 
New  England,  about  the  year  1682. --Con- 
venticles being  at  that  time  prohibited  by  law, 
and  frequently  difturbed,  fome  confiderable 
perfons  of  his  acquaintance  determined  to  go 
to  America,  where  they  hoped  to  enjoy  the 
free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  my  father 
was  prevailed  on  to  accompany  them. 

My  father  had  alfo  by  the  fame  wife,   four 
children  born  in  America,  and  ten  others  by 
a  fecond  wife,  making  in  all  feventeen.     I  1%- 
member  to  have  feen  thirteen  feated  together 
at  his  table,  who  all  arrived  to  years  of  matu- 
*  rity,  and  were  married.     I  was  the  laft  of  the 
fons,  and  the  youngeft  child,  excepting  two 
daughters.     I  was   born  at   Bofton,  in  New 
England.     My  mother,  the  fecond  wife,   was? 
Abiah  Folger,  daughter  of  Peter  Folger,  one 
of  the  firft  colonifts  of  New  England,  of  whom 
Cotton  Mather   makes  honourable   mention, 
in  his  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory  of  that  province, 
as    "  a  pons  and   learned  Englijhman"  if  I 
rightly  recollect  his  expreffions.     I  have  been 
told  of  his   having   written  a  variety  of  little 
pieces  ;  but  there  appears  to  be  only  one  in 
print,  which  I  met  with  many  years  ago.     It 

13 


14  franklin's  life. 

was  publifhed  in  the  year  1675,  and  is  in  fa- 
miliar verfe,  agreeably  to  the  tafte  of  the  times 
and  the  country.  The  author  addreffes  mm- 
felf  to  the  governours  for  the  time  being, 
fpeaks  for  liberty  of  confcience,  and  in  favour 
of  the  anabaptifis,  quakers,  and  ether  fe&aries, 
who  had  fufTered  perfecutjon.  To  this  perse- 
cution he  attributes  the  wars  with  the  natives, 
and  other  calamities  which  afflicted  the  coun- 
try, regarding  them  as  the  judgments  of  God 
in  pumfhment  of  fo  odious  an  offence,  and  he 
exhorts  the  government  to  the  repeal  of  laws 
fo  contrary  to  charity.  The  poem  appeared 
to  be  written  with  a  manly  freedom  and  a 
pleafing  fimplicity.  I  recoiled  the  fix  con- 
cluding lines,  though  I  have  forgotten  the 
order  of  the  words  of  the  two  fifft  ;  the  fenfe 
of  which  was.  that  his  cenfures  were  dictated 
by  benevolence,  and  that,  of  confequence,  he 
wifhed  to  be  known  as  the  author  ;  becaufe? 
faid  he,  I  hate  from  my  very  foul  diffimula* 
tion  : 

From  Sherburne*  where  1  dweH, 

I  therefore  put  my  name, 
Tour friendy  who  means  you  well? 

Peter  F©lger. 

My  brothers  were  all  put  apprentices  to  dif- 
ferent trades.     With  refpect  to  myfelf,  I  was 
fent,  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  to  a  grammar 
fchool.     My  father  dellined  me  for  the  churck 
*  Town  in  the  Island  q!  Nantucket, 
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and  already  regarded  me  as  the  chaplain  of 
the  family.  The  promptitude  with  which 
from  my  infancy  I  had  learned  to  read,  for  I 
do  not  remember  to  have  been  ever  without 
this  acquirement,  and  the  encouragement  of 
his  friends,  who  affured  him  that  I  mould  one 
day  certainly  become  a  man  of  letters,  con- 
firmed him  in  this  defign.  My  uncle  Benja- 
min approved  alfo  of  the  fcheme/and  promif- 
ed  to  give  me  all'  his  volumes  of  fermons, 
written,  as  I  have  faid,  in  the  fhort-hand  of 
his  invention,,  if  I  would  take  the  pain*  to 
learn  it. 

I  remained,  however,  fcarcely  a  year  at  the 
grammar  fchool,  although,  in  this  fhort  inter- 
val, I  had  rifen  from  the  middle  to  the  head 
of  my  clafs,  from  thence  to  the  clafs  immedi- 
ately above,  and  was  to  pafs,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  to  the  one  next  in  order.  But  my  fath- 
er, burthened  with  a  numerous  family,  found 
that  he  was  incapable,  without  fubjecling 
himfelf  to  difficulties,  of  providing  for  the  ex- 
penfe  of  a  collegiate  education,  and  confider- 
ing  befides,  as  I  heard  him  fay  to  his  friendsr 
that  perfons  fo  educated  were  often  poorly 
provided  for,  he  renounced  his  fir  (I  intentions, 
took  me  fiom  the  grammar  fchool,  and  fen£ 
me  to  a  fchool  for  writing  and  arithemtic, 
kept  by  a  Mr.  George  Brownwell,  who  was  a 
fkilful  mafter,  and  fuoceeded  very  well  in  his 
profeilion,  by  employing  gentle  means  only, 
andfuch  as  were  calculated  to  encourage  his 
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fcholars.  Under  him  I  foon  acquired  an  ex- 
cellent hand  ;  but  I  failed  in  arithemtic,  and 
made  therein  no  fort  of  piogrefs. 

At  ten  years  of  age;  I  was  called  home  to 
affift  my  father  in  his  occupation,  which  was 
that  of  foap-boiler  and  tallow  chandler  ;  a  buf- 
inefs  to  which  he  had  ferved  no  apprentice- 
fhip,  but  which  he  embraced  on  his  arrival  in 
New  England,  becaufe  he  found  his  own, 
that  of  a  dyer,  in  too  little  requeft  to  enable 
him  to  maintain  his  family.  I  was  according- 
ly employed  in  cutting  the  wicks,  filling  the 
moulds,  taking  care  of  the  fhop,  carrying  mef- 
fages,  &c. 

This  bufinefs  difpieafed  me,  and  I  felt  a 
flrong  inclination  for  a  fea  life  ;  but  my  fath- 
er fet  his  face  againft  it.  The  vicinity  of  the 
water,  however,  gave  me  frequent  opportu- 
nities of  venturing  myfelf  both,  upon  and  with- 
in it,  and  I  foon  acquired  the  art  of  fwimming, 
and  of  managing  a  boat.  When  embarked 
with  other  children,  the  helm  was  commonly 
deputed  to  me,  particularly  on  difficult  occa.- 
fions ;  and,  in  every  other  project,  I  was  al- 
mod  always  the  leader  of  the  troop,  whom  I 
fometimes  involved  in  embarrafTment.  I  (hall 
give  an  inftance  of  this,  which  demonftrates 
an  early  difpofition  of  mind  for  public  enter- 
prises, though  the  one  in  queflion  was  not  con- 
dueled  by  juftice. 

The  mill  pond  was  terminated  on  one  fide 
by  a  marlh,  upon  the  borders  of  which  we 
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were  accuftomed  to  take  our  (land,  at  high 
water,  to  angle  for  fmall  fim.  By  dint  of 
■walking,  we  had  converted  the  place  into  a 
perfect  quagmire.  My  propofat  was  to  erect 
a  wharf  that  mould  afford  us-  firm  footing  ; 
and  I  pointed  out  to  my  companions  a  large 
heap  of  ftones,  intended  for  the  building  a 
new  houfe  near  the  marfh,  and  "which  "were 
well  adapted  for  our  purpofe.  Accordingly, 
when  the  workmen  retired  in  the  evening,  I 
aflembled  a  number  of  my  playfellows,  and  by 
labouring  diligently,  like  ants,  fometimes  four 
of  us  uniting,  our  flrength  to  carry  a  fingle 
flone,  we  removed  them  all,  and  conflructed 
our  little  quay.  The  workmen  were  fur- 
prifed  the  next  morning  at  not  finding  their 
ftones,  which  had  been  conveyed  to  our  wharf. 
Enquiries  were  made  refpecting  the  authors 
of  this  conveyance  ;  we  were  discovered  ; 
complaints  were  exhibited  againft  us  ;  many 
of  us  underwent  correction  on  the  part  of  our 
parents  ;  and  though  I  ftrenuouily  defended 
the  utility  of  the  work,  my  father  at  length 
convinced  me,  that  nothing  which  was  not 
itrictly   honeft  could  be  ufeful. 

It  will  not,  perhaps,  be  uninterefling  to  you, 
to  know  wjiat  fort  of  a  man  my  father  was. 
He  had  an  excellent  conititution,  was  of  a 
middle  fize,  but  well  made  and  flrong,  and 
extremely  active  in  whatever  he  undertook. 
He  defigned  with  a  degree  of  neatnefs,  and 
knew  a  little  cf  mufic.     His  voice  was  fono- 
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reus  and  agreeable  ;  fo  that  when  he  fung  a^ 
pfalm  or  hymn  with  rccovnparu osenf:  of  his- 
violin,  as  was  his  frequent  practice  in  an  even- 
ing, when  the  labours  of  the  day  were  finifhed, 
it  was  truly  delightful  to  hear  him.  He  was- 
verfed  alio  in  mechanics^  and  cculd  upon  oc- 
cafion,  ufe  the  tools  of  a  variety  of  trades.- 
But  his  greateft  excellence  was  a  found  under- 
{landing  and  folid  judgment  in  matters- of  pru- 
dence, both  in  public  and  private  life.  In  the 
former  indeed  he  never  engaged,  beeaufe  his 
numerous  family  and  the  mediocrity  of  bis 
fortune,  kept  him  unremittingly  employed  in' 
the  duties  of  his  profeiTion.  But  I  very  well 
remember  that  the  leading  men  of  the  place 
ufed  frequently  to  come  and  afk  his  advice 
Tefpecting  affairs  of  the  town,  or  of  the  church5 
to  which  he  belonged,  and  that  they  paid 
much  deference  to  his  opinion.  Individuals 
were  alfo  in  the  habit  of  confulting  him  in  their 
private  affairs,  and  he  was  often  chofen  arbiter 
between  contending  parties. 

He  was  fond  of  having  at  his  table,  as  often 
as  poffible,  fome  friends  or  well  informed 
neighbours,  capable  of  rational  conversation r 
and  he  was  always  careful  to  introduce  ufeful 
or  ingenious  topics  of  difcourfe,  which  might 
tend  to  form  the  minds  of  his  children.  By 
this  means  he  early  attiadled  our  attention  to 
what  was  juft,  prudent,  and  beneficial  in  the 
cor* duel:  of  life.  He  never  talked  of  the  meats 
which  appeared  upon  the  table,  never  difcuff- 
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^ed  whether  they  were  well  or  ill  dreffed,  of 
good  or  bad  flavour,  high  feafoned  or  other- 
wife,  preferable  or  inferiour  to  this  or  that 
dim  of  a  fimilar  kind*  Thus  accuftomed, 
from  my  infancy,  to  the  utmoft  inattention,  as 
to  thefe  objects,  I  have  always  been  perfectly 
regardlefs  of  what  kind  of  food  was  before  me  ; 
and  I  pay  fo  little  attention  to  it,  even  now, 
that  it  would  be  a  hard  matter  for  me  to  re- 
coiled:, a  few  hours  after  I  had  dined,  of  what 
my  dinner  had  confided.  When  travelling, 
I  have  particularly  experienced  the  advantage 
.of  this  habit  ;  for  it  has  often  happened  to  me 
to  be  in  company  with  perlons,  who,  having  a 
more  delicate,  becaufe  a  more  cxercifed  tafte, 
have  fuffered  in  many  cafes  confiderable  incon- 
venience ;  while,  as  to  myidf,  I  have  had 
nothing  to  deiire. 

My  mother  was  likewife  porTefTed  of  an  ex- 
cellent conftitution.  She  fuckled  all  her  ten 
children,  and  I  never  heard  either  her  or  my 
father  complain  of  any  other  diforder  than 
that  of  which  they  died  j  my  father  at  the  a^e 
of  eighty  feven,  and  mother  at  eighty  five. 
They  are  buried  together  at  Bofton,  where,  a 
few  years  ago,  I  placed  a  marble  over  their 
grave,  with  this  infcription  : 

11  Here  lie 
M  Josias  Fiunilin  and  Abiah  his  wife  :  They  lived 
M  together  with  reciprocal  affection  for  fifty  nine  years  ; 
$i  and  without  private  fortune,  without  lucrative  em- 
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*«  ployment,  by  assiduous  labour  and  honest  industry, 
•'  decently  supported  a  numerous  family,  and   educated 
"  with  success,  thirteen  children,  and  seven  grand  child- 
*•  ren.     Let  this  example,   reader,  encourage  thee  dili- 
"  gently  to  discharge  the  duties  of  thy  calling,  and  to 
w  rely  on  the  support  of  Divine  Providence. 
«  lie  was  pious  and  prudent, 
"  She  discreet  and  virtuous. 
%i  Their  youngest  son,  from  a  sentiment  of  filial  duty, 
*  consecrates  this  stone 

"  To  their  memory.*' 
I  perceive,  by  my  rambling  digreffions,  that 
I  am  growing  old.     But  we  do  not  drefs  for  a 
private   company  as  for  a  formal  ball.     This 
deferves,  perhaps,  the  name  of  negligence. 

To  return.  I  thus  continued  employed  in 
my  father's  trade  for  the  fpace  of  two  years  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  till  I  arrived  at  twelve  years  of 
age.  About  this  time  my  brother  John,  who 
had  ferved  his  apprenticeihip  in  London,  hav- 
ing quitted  my  father,  and  being  married  and 
fettled  in  bufinefs  on  his  own  account*  at 
Rhodeifland,  I  was  deftined,  to  all  appearance, 
to  fupply  his  place,  and  be  a  candle  maker  all 
my  life  ;  but  my  diflike .  of  this  occupation 
continuing,  my  father  was  apprehenfive,  that, 
if  a  uiore  agreeable  one  were  not  offered  me, 
I  might  play  the  truant  and  efcape  to  fea  ;  as, 
to  his  extreme  mortification,  my  brother  Jofi- 
as  had  done.  He,  therefore,  took  me  fome- 
times  to  fee  niafons,  coopers,  braziers,  joiners, 
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and  other  machanies  employed  at  their  work ; 
in  order  to  difcover  the  bent  of  my  inclination' 
and  fix  it,  if  he  could,  upon  fome  occupation 
that  might  retain  me  on  fhore.  I  have  fince, 
in  confequence  of  thefe  vifits,  derived  no  fmali 
pleafure  from  feeing  fkillful  workmen  handle 
their  tools  ;  and  it  has  proved  of  confiderable 
benefit,  to  have  acquired  thereby  fufficient 
knowledge  to  be  able  to  make  little  things  for 
myfelf,  when  I  have  had  no  mechanic  at  hand, 
,  and  to  conftrua  fmall  machines  for  my  exper- 
iments, while  the  idea  I  have  conceived  has 
been  frefh  and  ftrongly  impreffed  on  my  im- 
agination. 

My  father  at  length  decided  that  I  mould 
be  a  cutler,  and  I  was  placed  for  fome  days 
upon  trial  with  my  coufin  Samuel,  fon-of  my 
uncle  Benjamin,  who  had  learned  his  trade  in 
London,  and  had  eftablifhed  himfelf  at  Bofton. 
But  the  premium  he  required  for  my  appren- 
ticefhip  difpleafing  my  father,  I  was  recalled 
home. 

From  my  earliefl  years  I  had  been -paffinn- 
ately  fond  of  reading,  and  I  laid  out  in  books 
all  the  little  money  I  could  procure,  i  was 
particularly  pleafed  with  accounts  of  voyages. 
My  firft  acquifition  was  Bunyan's  collection  in 
fmall  feparate  volumes,  Thefe  I  afterwards 
fold  in  order  to  buy  an  hift  jrical  collection 
by  R.  Burton,  which  confuled  of  fmall  cheap 
volumes,  amounting  in  all  to  about  forty  or 
fifty,     My  father's  little  library  was  principal- 
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ly  made  up  of  books  of  practical  and  polemi- 
cal theology.  I  read  the  greateft  part  of  them. 
I  have  fince  often  regretted,  that  at  a  time 
when  I  had  fo  great  a  thirft  for  knowledge, 
more  eligible  books  had  not  fallen  into  my 
hands,  as  it  was  then  a  point  decided  that  I 
fliould  not  be  educated  for  the  church.  There 
was  alfo  among  my  father's  books,  Plutarch's 
Lives,  in  which  I  read  continually,  and  I  ftill 
regard  as  advantageoufly  employed  the  time  I 
devoted  to  them.  I  found  befides  a  work  of 
De  Foe's,  entitled,  an  EfTay  on  Projects,  from 
which,  perhaps,  I  derived  impreffions  that  have 
fince  influenced  fome  of  the  principal  events 
of  my  life. 

My  inclination  for  books  at  laft  determin- 
ed my  father  to  make  me  a  printer,  though  he 
had  already  a  fon  in  that  profeffion.  My  broth- 
er had  returned  from  England,  in  1717,  with 
a  prefs  and  types,  in  order  to  eftablifh  a  print- 
ing houfe  at  Bofton.  This  bufinefs  pleafed 
me  much  better  than  that  of  my  father,  though 
I  had  ftill  a  predile£tion  for  the  fea.  To  pre- 
vent the  effects  which  might  refult  from  this 
inclination,  my  father  was  impatient  to  fee  me 
engaged  with  my  brother.  I  held  back  for 
fome  time  5  at  length,  however,  I  fuffered  my- 
felf  to  be  perfuaded,  and  figned  my  inden- 
tures, being  then  only  1 2  years  of  age.  It 
was  agreed  that  I  {hould  ferve  as  apprentice  to 
the  age  of  twenty  one,  and  fhould  receive 
journeyman's  wages  only  during  the  laft  year. 
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In  a  very  fliort  time  I  made  great  proficien- 
cy in  this  bufmefs,  and  became  very  fervicea- 
ble  to  my  brother.  I  had  now  an  opportunity 
of  procuring  better  books.  The  acquaintance 
J  necerlarily  formed  with  bookfeliers*  appren- 
tices, enabled  me  to  borrow  a  volume  now 
and  then,  which  I  never  failed  to  return  punc- 
tually and  without  injury.  How  often  has  it 
happened  to  me  to  pafs  the  greater  part  of  the 
night  in  reading  by  my  bed  fide,  when  the 
book  had  been  lent  me  in  the  evening,  and 
was  to  be  returned  the  next  morning,  left  it 
might  be  miffed  or  wanted. 

At  length,  Mr.  Matthew  Adams,  an  inge- 
nious tradefman,  who  had  a  handfome  collec- 
tion of  books,  and  who  frequented  our  print- 
ing houfe,  took  notice  of  me.  He  invited  me 
to  fee  his  library,  and  had  the  goodnefs  to  lend 
me  any  books  I  was  defirou-  of  reading.  I 
then  took  a  ft  range  fancy  for  poetry,  and  com- 
pofed  feveral  little  pieces,  My  brother  think- 
ing he  might  find  his  account  in  it,  couraged 
rne,  and  engaged  me  to  write  two  ballads. 
One,  called  the  Lighthoufe  Tragedy,  contain- 
ed  an  account  of  the  fhipwreck  of  Captain 
Worthilake  and  his  two  daughters — the  other 
was  a  failor's  fong  on  the  capture  of  the  noted 
pirate  called  Teach,  or  Black-beard,  They 
were  wretched  verfes  in  point  of  ftyle,  mere 
blind  men's  ditties.  When  printed,  he  dif- 
patched  me  about  the  town  to  fell  them.     The 
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firft  had  a  prodigious  run,  becaufe  the  event 
was  recent,  and  had  made  a  great  noife. 

My  vanity  was  flattered  by  this  fuecefs — but 
my  father  checked  my  exultation,  by  ridicul- 
ing my  productions,  and  telling  me  that  verfi- 
fiers  were  always  poor;  I  thus  efcaped  the 
misfortune  of  being,  probably  a  very  wretched 
poet.  But  as  the  faculty  of  writing  profe  has 
been  of  great  fervice  to  me  in  the  courfe  of  my 
life,  and  principally  contributed  to  my  ad- 
vancement, I  mall  relate  by  what  means,  fitu- 
ated  as  I  was,  I  acquired  the  fmall  fkill  I  may. 
poffefs  in  that  way. 

There  was  in  the  town  another  young  man, 
a  great  lover  of  books,  of  the  name  of  John 
Collins,  with  whom  I  was  intimately  connect- 
ed. We  frequently  engaged,  in  difpute,  and^ 
were  indeed  fo  fond  of  argumentation,  that 
nothing  was  fo  agreeable  to  us  as  a  war  of 
words.  This  contentious  temper,  I  would  ob- 
ferve  by  the  bye,  is  in  danger  of  becoming  a 
very  bad  habit,  and  frequently  renders  a  man's 
company  infupportable,  as  being  no  otherwife 
capable  of  indulgence  than  by  indifcriminate 
contradiction.  Independently,  of  the  acrimo- 
ny and  difcord  it  introduces  into  converfation, 
it  is  often  productive  of  diflike,  and  even  hat- 
red, between  perfons  to  whom  friendfhip  is  in* 
difpenfibly  neceffary.  I  acquired  it  by  readings 
while  I  lived  with  my  father,  books  of  relig- 
ious controverfy.  I  have  fince  remarked, 
that  men  of  fenfe  feldom  fall  into  thi$,crrour  -r 
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lawyers,  fellows  of  univerfities,  and  perfons  of 
every  profeffion  educated  at  Edinburgh,  ex- 
cepted.     >  * 

Collins  and  I  fell  one  day  into  an  argument 
relative  to  the  education  of  women  ;  namely, 
whether  it  were  proper  to  inftrucl:  them  in  the 
fciences,  and  whether  they  were  competent 
to  the  ftudy.  Collins  fupported  the  negative, 
and  affirmed  that  the  tafk  was  beyond  their  ca- 
pacity. I  maintained  the  oppofite  opinion,  a 
little  perhaps  for  the  pleafure  of  difputing. 
He  was  naturally  more  eloquent  than  I ;  words 
flowed  copioufly  from  his  lips  ;  and  frequent- 
ly I  thought  myfelf  vanquifhed,  more  by  his 
volubility  than  by  the  force  of  his  arguments. 
"We  feparated  without  coming  to  an  agree- 
ment upon  this  point  ;  and  as  we  were  not  to 
fee  each  other  again  for  fome  time,  I  commit- 
ed  my  thoughts  to  paper,  made  a  fair  copy, 
and  fent  it  him.  He  anfwered,  and  I  replied* 
Three  or  four  letters  had  been  written  by 
each,  when  my  father,  ©hanced  to  light  upon 
my  papers  and  read  them.  Without  entering 
into  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  he  embraced  the 
opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  me  upon  my  man- 
ner of  writing.  He  obferved,  that  though  I 
had  the  advantage  of  my  adverfary  in  correct 
fpelling  and  pointing,  which  I  owed  to  my  oc- 
cupation, I  was  greatly  his  inferiour  in  ele- 
gance of  expreflion,  in  arrangement,  and  per- 
fpicuity.  Of  this  he  convinced  me  by  feveral 
examples*     I  felt  the  juflice  of  his  remarks, 
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became  more  attentive  to  language,  and  re* 
folved  to  make  every  effort  to  improve  my 
ftyle.  Amidft  thefe  refolves  an  odd  volume  of 
the  Spectator  fell  into  my  hands.  This  was  a 
publication  I  had  never  feen.  I  bought  the 
volume,  and  read  it  again  and  again.  I  was 
enchanted  with  it,  thought  the  ityie  excellent, 
and  wifhed  it  were  in  my  power  to  imitate  it. 
With  this  view  I  felected  fome  of  the  papers, 
made  fhori  fummaries  of  the  fenfe  of  each 
period,  and  put  them  for  a  few  days  ailde.  I 
then,  without  looking  at  the  book  endeavour- 
ed to  reftore  the  eiTays  to  their  true  form,  and 
to  exprefs  each  thought  at  length,  as  it  was  in 
the  original,  employing  the  mod  appropriate 
words  that  occured  to  my  mind.  I  afterwards 
compared  my  Spectator  with  the  original  :  I 
perceived  fome  faults,  which  I  corrected  ;  but 
I  found  that  I  wanted  a  fund  of  words,  if  I 
may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  and  a  facility  of  recol- 
lecting and  employing  them,  which  I  thought 
I  mould  by  that  time  have  acquired,  had  I  con- 
tinued to  make  verfes.  The  continual  need 
ef  words  of  the  fame  meaning,  but  of  differ- 
ent lengths  for  the  meafure,  or  of  different 
founds  for  the  rhyme,  would  have  obliged  me 
to  feek  for  a  variety  of  fynonymes,  and  have 
rendered  me  mafler  of  them.  From  this  be- 
lief, I  took  fome  of  the  tales  of  the  Spectator, 
and  turned  them  into  verfe  $  ana  after  a  time, 
when  I  had  fufficiently  forgotten  them,  I  again 
eonverted  thera  into  profe. 
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Sometimes  alio  I  mingled  ?ll  my  fummaries 
together  ;  and  a  few  weeks  after,  endeavour- 
ed to  arrange  them  in  the  befi:  order,  before  I 
attempted  to  form  the  periods  and  complete 
the  effays.  This  I  did  with  a  view  of  acquir- 
ing method  in  the  arrangement  of  my 
thoughts.  On  comparing  afterwards  my  per- 
formance with  the  original,  many  faults  were 
apparent,  which  I  corrected;  but  I  had  forne- 
times  the  fatisfadttion  to  think,  that  in  certain 
particulars  of  little  importance,  1  had  been 
fortunate  enough  to  improve  the  order  of 
thought  or  the  flyle  ;  and  this  encouraged 
me  to  hope  that  I  mould  fucceed,  in  time,  in 
writing  the  Englifli  language,  which  was  one 
of  the  great  objects  of  my  ambition. 

The  time  which  I  devoted  to  thefe  exercifts, 
and  to  reading,  was  the  evening  after  my  day's 
labour  was  finifhed,  the  morning  before  it  be- 
gan, and  Sundays  when  I  could  efcape  attend- 
ing divine  fervice.  While  I  lived  with  my 
father,  he  had  infifted  on  my  punctual  atten- 
dance on  public  worfhip,  and  I  flill  indeed 
confidered  it  as  a  duty,  but  a  duty  which  I 
thought  I  had  no  time  to  praclife. 

When  about  fixteen  years  of  age,  a  work  of 
Tryon  fell  into  my  hands,  in  which  he  recom- 
mends vegetable  diet.  I  determined  to  ob- 
fei.ve  it.  My  brother,  being  a  bachelor,  did 
not  keep  houfe,  but  boarded  with  his  appren- 
tices in  a  neighbouring  family.  My  refuiing 
to  eat  animal  food  was  found  inconvenient, 
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and  I  was  often  fcolded  for  my  Angularity.  I 
attended  to  the  mode  in  which  Tryon  prepared 
fome  of  his  dimes,  particularly  how  to  boil  po- 
tatoes and  rice,  and  make  hafty  puddings.  I 
then  faid  to  my  brother,  that  if  he  would  al- 
low me  per  week  half  what  he  paid  for  my 
board,  I  would  undertake  to  maintain  myfelf. 
The  offer  was  inftantiy  embraced,  and  I  foon 
found  that  of  what  he  gave  me  1  was  able  to 
fave  half.  This  was  a  new  fund  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  books  ;  and  other  advantages  refulted 
to  me  from  the  plan.  When  my  brother  and 
his  workmen  left  the  printing  houfe  to  go  to 
dinner,  I  remained  behind  ;  and  difpatching 
my  frugal  meal,  which  frequently  confided  of 
a  bifcuit  only,  or  a  flice  of  bread  and  a  bunch 
of  raifins,  or  a  bun  from  the  paftry  cook's, 
with  a  glafs  of  water,  I  had  the  reft  of  the 
time,  till  their  return,  for  ftudy  ;  and  my 
progrefs  therein  was  proportioned  to  that 
clearnefs  of  ideas,  and  quicknefs  of  conception, 
which  are  the  fruit  of  temperance  in  eating 
and  drinking. 

It  was  about  this  period,  that,  having  one 
day  been  put  to  the  blufh  for  my  ignorance  in 
the  art  of  calculation,  which  I  had  twice  failed 
to  learn  while  at  fchool,  I  took  Cocker's  Trea- 
tife  of  Arithmetic,  and  went  through  it  by  my- 
felf with  the  utmoft  eafe.  I  alfo  read  a  book 
of  Navigation  by  Seller  and  Sturmy,  and  made 
myfelf  matter  of  the  little  geometry  it  con- 
tains, but  I  never  proceeded  far  in  this  fcience. 
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Nearly  at  the  fame  time  I  read  Locke  on  the 
Human  Understanding,  and  the  Art  of  Think- 
ing by  MefTrs.  Du  Port  Royal. 

While  labouring  to  form  and  improve  my 
ftyle,  I  met  with  an  Englifh  Grammar,  which 
I  believe  was  Greenwood's,  having  at  the  end 
of  it  two  little  effays  on  rhetoric  and  logic. 
In  the  latter  I  found  a  model  of  difputation  af- 
ter the  manner  of  Socrates.  Shortly  after  I 
procured  Xenophon's  work,  entitled,  Memo- 
rable Things  of  Socrates,  in  which  are  vari- 
ous examples  of  the  fame  method.  Charmed 
to  a  degree  of  enthufiafm  with  this  mode  of 
difputing,  I  adopted  it,  and  renouncing  blunt 
contradiction,  and  direct  and  pofitive  argu- 
ment, I  afTumed  the  character  of  a  humble 
queftioner.  The  perufal  of  Shaftfbury  and 
Collins  had  made  me  a  fceptic  ;  and  being 
previoufly  fo  as  to  many  doctrines  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  I  found  Socrates'  method  to  be  both 
the  fafeft  for  myfelf,  as  well  as  the  mod  em- 
barraffing  to  thofe  agatnft  whom  I  employed 
it.  It  foon  afforded  me  lingular  pleafure  :  I 
inceffantly  praclifed  it  ;  and  became  very  a- 
droit  in  obtaining,  even  from  perfons  of  fu- 
periour  under  (landing,  conceffions  of  which 
they  did  not  forefee  the  confequences.  Thus 
I  involved  them  in  difficulties  from  which  they 
were  unable  to  extricate  themfelves,  and  fome- 
times  obtained  victories,  which  neither  my 
caufe  nor  my  arguments  merited. 
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This  method  I  continued  to  employ  for 
fome  years  ;  but  I  afterwards  abandoned  it 
by  degrees,  retaining  only  the  habit  of  expreff- 
ing  myfelf  with  modeft  diffidence,  and  never 
making  ufe,  when  I  advanced  any  proportion 
which  might  be  controverted,  of  the  words 
certainly \  undoubtedly ,  or  any  others  that  might 
give  the  appearance  of  being  obftinately  attach- 
ed to  my  opinion.  I  rather  faid,  1  imagine,  I 
fuppofe,  or  it  appears  to  me,  that  fuch  a  thing: 
is  fo  or  fo,  for  fuch  and  fuch  reafons ;  or  it  is 
fo,  if  I  am  not  miftaken.  This  habit  has,  t 
think,  been  of  confiderable  advantage*  to  me, 
when  I  have  had  occafion  to  imprefs  my  opin- 
ion on  the  minds  of  others,  andperfuade  them 
to  the  adoption  of  the  meafures  I  have  fuggeft- 
ed.  And  finu  aUz  chief  ends  of  couverfation 
are,  to  inform  or  to  be  informed,  to  pleafe  or 
to  perfuade,  I  could  wifh  that  intelligent  and 
well-meaning  men  would  not  themfelves  di- 
minifh  the  powers  they  pofTefs  of  being  ufeful9> 
by  a  pofitive  and  prefumptuous  manner  of  ex- 
prefling  themfelves,  which  fcarcely  ever  fails 
to  difguft  the  hearer,  and  is  only  calculated  to 
excite  oppofition,  and  defeat  every  purpofe  for 
which  the  faculty  of  fpeech  has  been  beftowed 
upon  man.  In  fhort,  if  you  wifh  to  inform,  a 
pofitive  and  dogmatical  manner  of  advancing 
your  opinion  may  provoke  contradi&ion,  and 
prevent  your  being  heard  with  attention.  On 
the  other  hand,  if,  with  a  defire  of  being  in- 
formed, and  of  benefiting  by  the  knowledge  of 
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others,  you  exprefs  yourfclves  as  being  flrong- 
ly  attached  to  your  own  opinions,  modeft  and 
ienfible  men,  who  do  not  love  difputation,  will 
leave  you  in  tranquil  pofTeffion  of  your  errours. 
By  following  fuch  a  method,  you  can  rarely 
hope  to  pieafe  your  auditors,  conciliate  their 
good  will,  or  work  conviction  on  thofe  whom 
you  may  be  defirous  of  gaining  over  to  your 
views.     Pope  judiciouily  obferves, 

Men  must  be  taught  as  if  you  taught  them  not, 
An  I  things  unknown,  propos'd  as  things  forgot, 

And  in  the  lame  poem  he  afterwards  advifes  us, 

To  speak,  though  sure,  with  seeming  diffidence. 
He  might  have  added  to  thefe  lines,  one  that 
he  has  coupled  elfewhere,  in  my  opinion,  with 
lefs  propriety.     It  is  this  : 

For  want  of  modesty  is  want  of  sense. 

If  you  afk  why  I  fay  with  lefs  propriety \  I  mufl: 
give  you  the  two  lines  together  : 

Immodest  words  admit  of  no  defence^ 
For  want  of  decency  is  want  of  sense. 

Now  want  of  fenfe,  when  a  man  has  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  fo  circumftanced,  is  it  not  a  kind 
of  excufe  for  want  of  modefly  ?  And  would 
not  the  verfes  have  been  more  accurate,  if  they 
had  been  conftru&ed  thus : 

Immodest  words  admit  but  this  defence^ 
That  want  of  decency  is  want  of  sense. 

But  I  leave  the  decifion  of  this  to  better  judges 
jthan  myfelf. 
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In  1720,  or  1721,  my  brother  began  to 
print  a  new  public  paper.  It  was  the  fecond 
that  made  its  appearance  in  America,  and  was 
entitled  the  JSew-England  Courant.  The  only 
one  that  exifted  before  was  the  Bo/ion  News 
Letter.  Some  of  his  friends,  I  remember3 
would  have  difTuaded  him  from  this  undertak- 
ing, as  a  thing  that  was  not  likely  to  fucceed  ; 
a  Tingle  newfpaper  being,  in  their  opinion, 
fufficient  for  all  America.  At  prefent,  how- 
ever, in  1777,  there  are  no  lefs  than  twenty- 
five.  But  he  carried  his  project  into  execu- 
tion, and  I  was  employed  in  diftributing  the 
copies  to  his  cuftomers,  after  having  affifted  in 
compofing  and  working  them  off. 

Among  his  friends  he  had  a  number  of  lit- 
erary characters,  who,  as  an  amufement,  wrote 
fhort  effays  for  the  paper,  which  gave  it  repu- 
tation and  increafed  its  fale.  Thefe  gentle- 
men came  frequently  to  our  houfe.  I  heard 
the  converfation  that  palled,  and  the  accounts 
they  gave  of  the  favourable  reception  of  their 
writings  with  the  public.  I  was  tempted  to 
try  my  hand  among  them  ;  but,  being  (till  a 
child  as  it  were,  I  was  fearful  that  my  brother 
might  be  unwilling  to  print  in  his  paper  any 
performance  of  which  he  fhould  know  me  to 
be  the  author.  I  therefore  contrived  to  dif- 
guife  my  hand,  and  having  written  an  anony- 
mous piece,  I  placed  it  at  night  under  the  door 
of  the  printing  houfe,  where  it  was  found  the 
next  morning.     My  brother  communicated  it 
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to  his  friends,  when  they  came  as  ufual  to  fee 
him,  who  read  it,  commented  upon  it  within 
my  hearing,  and  t  had  the  exquifite  pleafure 
to  find  that  it  met  with  their  approbation,  and 
that,  in  the  various  conjectures  they  made  re- 
fpe&ing  the  author,  no  one  was  mentioned 
who  did  not  enjoy  a  high  reputation  in  the 
country  for  talents  and  genius.  >  I  now  fup- 
pofed  myfelf  fortunate  in  my  judges,  and  be- 
gan to  fufpect  that  they  were  not  fuch  excel- 
lent writers  as  I  had  hitherto  fuppofed  them. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  encouraged  by  this  little  ad- 
venture, I  wrote  and  fent  to  the  prefs,  in  the 
fame  way,  many  other  pieces,  which  were  e- 
qually  approved  ;  keeping  the  fecret  till  my 
{lender  flock  of  information  and  knowledge  for 
fuch  performances  was  pretty  completely  ex« 
handed  when  I  made  myfelf  known. 

My  brother,  upon  this  difcovery,  began  to 
entertain  a  little  more  refpect  for  me  ;  but  he 
•  ftlll  regarded  himfelf  as  my  matter,  and  treat- 
ed me  like  an  apprentice.  He  thought  him- 
felf entitled  to  the  fame  fervices  from  me  as 
from  any  other  perfon.  On  the  contrary,  I 
conceived  that,  in  many  infiances,  he  was  too 
rigorous,  and  that,  on  the  part  of  a  brother,  I 
had  a  right  to  expect  greater  indulgence.  Our 
difputes  were  frequently  brought  before  my 
father  ;  and  either  my  brother  was  generally 
in  the  wrong,  or  I  was  the  better  pleader  of 
the  two,  for  judgment  was  commonly  given  in 
my  favour.     But  my  brother  was  pallionate, 
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and  often  had  recourfe  to  blows  ;  a  circura- 
fiance  which  I  took  in  very  ill  part.  This  fe- 
vere  and  tyrannical  treatment  contributed,  I 
believe,  to  imprint  on  my  mind  that  averfion 
to  arbitrary  power,  which,  during  my  whole 
life  I  have  ever  preferved.  My  apprentice- 
fhip  became  infupportable  to  me,  and  I  con- 
tinually fighed  for  an  opportunity  of  fhort- 
cning  it,  which  at  length  unexpectedly  offer* 
ed. 

An  article  inlerted  in  our  paper  upon  fome 
political  fubject  which  I  have  now  forgotten* 
gave  offence  to  the  Aflembly.  My  brother 
was  taken  into  cuftody,  cenfured,  and  ordered 
into  confinement  for  a  month,  becaufe,  as  I 
prefume,  he  would  not  difcover  the  author.  I 
was  alfo  taken  up,  and  examined  before  the 
council ;  but,  though  I  gave  them  no  fatisfac- 
tion,  they  contented  themfelves  with  repri- 
manding, and  then  difmiffed  me  ;  confidering 
me  probably  as  bound,  in  quality  of  appren- 
tice, to  keep  my  mailer's  fecrets. 

The  imprifonment  of  my  brothef  kindled 
my  refentment,  notwithflanding  our  private 
quarrels.  During  its  continuance  the  manage- 
ment of  the  paper  was  entrufted  to  me,  and  I 
was  bold  enough  to  infert  fome  pafquerades 
againft  the  governours  ;  which  highly  pleafed 
wiy  brother,  while  others  began  to  look  upon 
me  in  an  unfavourable  point  of  view3  confider- 
ing me  as  a  young  wit  inclined  to  fatire  and 
lampoon. 
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My  brother's  enlargement  was  accompanied 
with  an  arbitrary  order  from  the  houfe  of  af- 
fembly,  "  That  James  Franklin  mould  no  lon- 
ger print  the  newfpaper  entitled  the  New 
England  Courant."  In  this  conjuncture, 
we  held  a  confultation  of  our  friends  at  the 
printing-houfe,  in  order  to  determine  what  was 
proper  to  be  done.  Some  propofed  to  evade 
the  order,  by  changing  the  title  of  the  paper  \ 
but  my  brother  forefeeing  inconveniences  that 
would  refult  from  this  ftep,  thought  it  better 
that  it  mould  in  future  be  printed  in  the  name 
of  Benjamin  Franklin  ;  and  to  avoid  the  cen- 
fure  of  the  afTembly,  who  might  charge  him 
with  ftill  punting  the  paper  himfelf,  under  the 
name  of  his  apprentice,  it  was  refolvedthat  my 
old  indentures  mould  be  given  up  to  me,  with 
a  full  and  entire  difchafge  wri'ten  on  the  back, 
in  order  to  be  produced  upon  an  emergency  ; 
but  that,  to  fecure  to  my  brother  the  benefit  of 
my  fervice,  I  mould  fign  a  new  contract,  which 
fhould  be  kept  fecret  during  the  remainder  of 
the  term.  This  was  a  very  (hallow  arrange- 
ment. It  was,  however,  carried  into  immedi- 
ate execution,  and  the  paper  continued,  in  con- 
fequence,  to  make  its  appearance  for  fome 
months  in  my  name.  At  length  a  new  differ- 
ence arifing  between  my  brother  and  me,  I 
ventured  to  take  advantage  of  my  liberty,  pre- 
fuming  that  he  would  not  dare  to  produce  the 
new  contract:.  It  was  undoubtedly  dimonour- 
able  to  avail  myfelf  of  this  circumftance,  and  I 
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reckon  this  action  as  one  of  the  fir  ft  errours  of 
ray  life  ;  but  I  was  little  capable  of  eftimating 
it  at  its  true  value,  embittered  as  my  mind  had 
been  by  the  recollection  of  the  blows  I  had  re- 
ceived. Exciufively  of  hh;  paflionate  treat- 
ment  of  me,  my  brother  was  by  no  means  a 
man  of  an  ill  temper,  and  perhaps  my  manners 
had  too  much  of  impertinence  not  to  afford  it 
a  very  natural  pretext. 

When  he  knew  that  it  was  my  determina- 
tion to  quit  him,  he  wifhed  to  prevent  my  find- 
ing employment  elfewhere.  He  went  to  all 
the  printing-houfes  in  the  town,  and  prejudic- 
ed the  matters  againfl  me  ;  who  accordingly 
refufed  to  employ  me.  The  idea  then  fug- 
gefted  itfelf  to  me  of  going  to  Newyork,  the 
neareft  town  in  which  there  was  a  printing 
office.  Farther  reflection  confirmed  me  in  the 
defign  of  leaving  Bofton,  where  I  had  already 
rendered  myfelf  an  object  of  fufpicion  to  the 
governing  party.  It  was  probable,  from  the 
arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  afTembly  in  the  af- 
fair of  my  brother,  that,  by  remaining,  I  mould 
foon  have  been  expofed  to  difficulties,  which  I 
had  the  greateft  reafon  to  apprehend,  as,  from 
my  indifcreet  difputes  upon  the  fubject  of  re- 
ligion, I  begun  to  be  regarded,  by  pious  fouls, 
with  horrour,  either  as  an  apoflate  or  an  athe- 
ift.  I  came,  therefore,  to  a  refolution  ;  but 
my  father,  in  this  inftance,  fiding  with  my 
brother,  I  prefumed  that  if  I  attempted  to  de- 
part openly,  meafures  would  be  taken  to  pre* 
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^eiit  me.  My  friend  Collins  undertook  to  fa- 
vour  my  flight.  He  agreed  for  my  paffage 
with  the  captain  of  a  Newyork  floop,  to  whom 
he  reprefented  me  as  a  young  man  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, who  had  had  an  affair  with  a  girl 
of  bad  character,  whofe  parents  wifhed  to  com- 
pel me  to  marry  her*  and  that  of  confequen  ce 
I  could  neither  make  my  appearance  nor  go  off 
publicly.  I  fold  part  of  my  books  to  procure 
a  fmall  fum  of  money,  and  went  privately  on 
board  f  he  Hoop.  By  favour  of  a  good  wind,  I 
found  myfelf  in  three  days  at  Newyork,  near- 
ly three  hundred  miles  from  my  home,  at  the 
age  only  of  feventeen  years,  without  knowing 
an  individual  inthe  place,  and  with  Very  little 
money  in  my  pocket. 

The  inclination  I  had  felt  for  a  feafaring 
life  was  entirely  fubfided,  or  I  fhould  now  have 
been  able  to  gratify  it ;  but  having  another 
trade,  and  believing  myfelf  to  be  a  tolerable 
woikman,  I  hefitated  not  to  offer  my  fervices 
to  the  old  Mr.  William  Bradford,  who  had 
been  the  fir  (I  Printer  in  Pennfyivania,  but  had 
quitted  that  province  on  account  of  a  quairei 
with  George  Keith,  the  Governour.  He  could 
not  give  me  employment  himfelf,  having  little 
to  do,  and  already  as  many  perfons  as  he  want- 
ed ;  but  he  told  me  that  his  fon,  printer  at 
Philadelphia,  had  lately  loft  his  principal  wofk- 
man*  Aquila  Rofe,  who  was  dead,  and  that  if 
I  would  go  thither,  fee  believed  that  he  would 
engage  me.       Philadelphia  was    a    hundred 
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miles  farther.  I  hefitated  not  to  embark  in  % 
boat  in  order  to  repair,  by  the  fhortell  cut  of 
the  fea,  to  Amboy,  leaving  my  trunk  and  ef- 
fects to  come  after  me  by  the  ufual  and  more 
tedious  conveyance.  In  cro fling  the  bay  we 
met  with  a  fquall,  which  mattered  to  pieces  our 
rotten  fails,  prevented  us  from  entering  the 
J£ill,  and  threw  us  upon  Longjfland.. 

During  the  fquall  a  Drunken  Dutchman, 
who  like  myfelf  was  a  paffenger  in  the  boat, 
fell  into  the  fea.  At  the  moment  when  he 
was  finking,  I  feized  him  by  the  fore- top,  fav- 
cd  him,  and  drew  him  on  board.  This  im- 
merfion  fobered  him  a  little,  fo  that  he  fell  a- 
fleep  after  having  taken  from  his  pocket  a  vol- 
ume, which  he  requeued  me  to  dry.  This  vol- 
ume I  found  to  be  my  old  favourite  work, 
Bunyan's  Voyages,  in  Dutch,  a  beautiful  im- 
preflion  on  fine  paper,  with  copperplate  en? 
gravings  ;  a  drefs  in  which  I  had  never  feen  it 
in  its  original  language.  I  have  fince  learned 
that  it  has  been  tranflated  into  almoft  all  the 
languages  of  Europe,  and  next  to  the  Bible,  I 
am  perfuaded,  it  is  one  of  the  books  which 
has  had  the  greatell:  fpread.  Honed  John  i§ 
the  firft,  that  I  know  of,  who  has  mixed  narra- 
tive and  dialogue  together  ;  a  mode  of  writ- 
ing very  engaging  to  the  reader,  who  in  the 
mod  interefting  pafTages,  finds  himfelf  admit- 
ted as  it  were  into  the  company,  and  prefent 
at  the  converfation.  De  Foe  has  imitated  it 
witii  fuccefs  in  his  Robinfon  Crufoe.  his  Mq1{ 
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Glanders,  and  other  works  ;  as  alfo  has  Rich- 
ardfon  in  his  Pamela,  &c. 

In  approaching  the  lfland  we  found  that  we 
had  made  a  part  of  the  coaH:  where  it  was  not 
poflible  to  land,  en  account  of  the  ftrong 
breakers  produced  by  the  rocky  fhore.  We 
caft  anchor  and  veered  the  cable  towards  the 
fhore.  Some  men,  who  flood  upon  the  brink, 
hallooed  to  us,  while  we  did  the  fame  on 
our  part  ;  but  the  wind  was  fo  highland  the 
waves  fo  noify,  that  we  could  neither  of  us 
hear  each  other.  There  was  fome  canoes  up- 
on the  bank,  and  we  called  out  to  them,  and 
made  figns  to  prevail  on  them  to  come  and 
take  us  up  ;  but  either  they  did  not  under- 
fland  us,  or  they  deemed  our  requeft  imprac- 
ticable, and  withdrew  :  Night  came  on,  and 
nothing  remained  for  us  but  to  wait  quietly 
the  fubfiding  of  the  wind  ;  till  when  we  deter- 
mined, that  is,  the  pilot  and  I,  to  ileep  if  pof- 
lible. For  that  purpofe  we  went  below  the 
hatches,  along  with  the  Dutchman,  who  was 
drenched  with  water.  The  fea  broke  over' 
the  boat  and  reached  us  in  our  retreat,  fo  that 
we  were  prefently  as  completely  drenched  as 
he. 

We  had  very  little  repofe  during  the  whole 
sight  y  but  the  wind  abating  the  next  day, 
we  fucceeded  in  reaching  Amboy  before  it 
was  dark,  after  having  paffed  thirty  hours 
without  provifions,  and  with  no  other  drink 
than  a  bottle  of  bad  rum,   the  water  upon 
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which  we  rowed  being  fait.  In  the  evening; 
I  went  to  bed  with  a  very  violent  fever*  I  had 
fomewhere  read  that  cold  water,  drank  plenti- 
fully, was  a  remedy  in  fuch  cafes.  I  followed 
the  prefcription,  was  in  a  profufe  fweat  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  night,  and  the  fever  left 
me.  The  next  day  I  croifed  the  river  in  a  fer- 
ly-boat,  and  continued  my  journey  on  foot. 
I  had  fifty  miles  to  walk,  in  order  to  reach 
Burlington,  where  I  was  told  I  mould  find 
paffage  boats  that  would  convey  me  to  Phila- 
delphia. It  rained  haid  the  whole  day,  fo  that 
I  was  wet  to  the  fkin.  Finding  myfelf  fa- 
tigued about  noon,  I  (lopped  at  a  paltry  inn, 
where  I  paired  the  reft  of  the  day  and  the 
whole  night,  beginning  to  regret  that  I  had 
quitted  my  home.  I  made  befides  fo  wretch- 
ed a  figure,  that  I  was  fufpected  to  be  fome 
runaway  fervant.  This  I  difcovered  by  the 
queftions  that  were  afked  me  ;  and  I  felt  that 
I  was  every  moment  in  danger  of  being  taken 
up  as  fuch.  The  next  day,  however,  I  con- 
tinued my  journey,  and  arrived  in  the  evening 
at  an  inn,  eight  or  ten  miles  from  Burlington, 
that  was  kept  by  one  Dr.  Brown. 

This  man  entered  into  converfation  with  me 
while  I  took  fome  refrefhment,  and  perceiv- 
ing I  had  read  a  little,  he  exprerTed  towards 
me  confiderable  intereft  and  friendfhip.  Our 
acquaintance  continued  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  I  believe  him  to  have  been  what 
is  called  an  itinerant  doctor  ;  for  there  was 
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sio  town  in  England,  or  indeed  in  Europe,  of 
which  he  could  not  give  a  particular  account. 
He  was  neither  deficient  in  underftanding  nor 
literature,  but  he  was  a  fad  infidel  ;  and, 
fome  years  after,  undertook  to  travefty  the 
Bible  in  burlefque  verfe,  as  Cotton  has  travef- 
tied  VirgiL  He  exhibited,  by  this  means, 
many  fa£b  in  a  very  ludicrous  point  of  view 
which  would  have  given  umbrage  to  weak, 
minds,  had  his  work  been  publiihed,  which  it 
never  was. 

I  fpent  the  night  at  his  houfe,  and  reached 
Burlington  the  next  morning.  On  my  arri- 
val, I  had  the  mortification  to  learn  that  the 
ordinary  pafTage  boats  had  failed,  a:  little  be- 
fore. This  vflp  on  a  Saturday,  and  there 
would  be  no  other  boat  till  the  Tuefday  fol- 
lowing.    I  returned  to  the  houfe  of  an  old 
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woman  in  the  town  who  had  fold  me  fome 
gingerbread  to  eat  on  my  pafTage,  and  I  afked 
her  advice.  She  invited  me  to  take  up  my  a- 
bode  with  her  till  an  opportunity  offered  for 
me  to  embark.  Fatigued  with  having  travel- 
led fo  far  on  foot,  1  accepted  her  invitation. 
When  me  underftood  that  I  was  a  Printer,  me 
would  have  perfuaded  me  to  flay  at  Burlingtoa 
and  fet  up  my  trade  ;  but  fhe  was  little  aware 
of  the  capital  that  would  be  neceffary  for  fuch 
a  purpofe  :  I  was  treated  while  at  her  houfe 
with  true  hofpitality.  She  gave  me,  with  the 
utmofl  good  -will,,  a  dinner  of  beef-fleaks,  and 
would  accept  nothing  in  returnbut  a  pint  of  ale, 
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Here  I  imagined  myfelf  to  be  fixed  till  the" 
Tuefday   in   the  enfuing  week,  but  walking 
out  in  the  evening  by  the  river  fide',  I  faw  a 
boat  with  a  number  of  perfons  in  it  approach. 
It  was  going  to  Philadelphia,  and  the  compa- 
ny took  me  in.      As  there  was  no  wind,  we 
could  only  make  way  with  our  oars*      About 
midnight,  not  perceiving  the  town,  fome  of 
the  company  were  of  opinion  that   we  mud 
have  palled  it,  and  were  unwilling  to  row  any* 
farther  ;  the  reft  not  knowing  where  we  were, 
it  was  refolved  that  we  fhould  flop.    We  drew 
towards  the  fhore,  entered  a  creek,  and  landed 
near  fome  old  palifades,  which  ferved  us  for' 
fire- wood,  it   being  a  cold  night   in  October, 
Here  we  flayed  till  day,  when  one  of  the  com- 
pany found  the  place  in  which  we  were,  to  beJ 
Cooper's  Greek,  a  little  above  Philadelphia  °r 
which  in  reality  we  perceived  the  moment  we 
were  out  of  the  creek.     We  arrived  on  Sunday' 
about  eight  or  nine  o'clock  in  the  mornings 
and  landed  on  Market-Street  wharf. 

I  have  entered  into  the  particulars  of  my 
voyage,  and  fhall  in  like  manner  defcribe  my 
nrfi  entrance  into  the  city,  that  you  may  b« 
able  to  compare  beginnings  fo  little  aufpicious^ 
with  the  figure  I  hare  fince  made. 

On  my  arrival  at  Philadelphia  I  was  in  my 
working  drefs,  by  befl  clothes  being  to  come 
by  fea.  I  was  covered  with  dirt ;  my  pockets 
were  filled  with  fhirts  and  flockings  ;v  I  was 
unacquainted  with  a  fingle  foul  in  the  place. 
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:and  knew  not  where  to  feek   for  a  lodging. 
Fatigued  with   walking,  rowing,  and   having 
.-pafled  the  night  without  fleep,  I  was  extreme- 
ly hungry,  ana  ail  my  money  confided  of  a 
Dutch  dollar,  and  about  a  (hilling's  worth  of 
coppers  which  I  gave  to  the  boatman  for  my 
paffage.      As  I  had  afTifted  them  in  rowing, 
they  refufed  it  at  firft  *,  but  I  infilled  on  their 
staking  it,     A   man  is  fometimes  more  gene- 
rous when  he   has  little,  than  when  he   has 
much  money  ;  probably  becaufe  in  the  firft 
.cafe,  he  is  defirous  of  concealing  his  poverty. 
I  walked  toward  the  top  of  the  ftreet,  looking 
eagerly  on  both  fides,  till  J  came  to  Market- 
ftreet,  where  I  met  with  a  child  with  a  loaf  of 
bread.     I  had  often  made  my  dinner  on  dry 
bread.     I  inquired  where  he  had  bought  it, 
and  went  flraight  to  the  baker's  fhop  which 
■he  pointed  out  to  me.      I  afked  for  fome  bif- 
cuits,  expecting  to  find  fuch  as  we  had  at  Bof- 
ton  ;  but  they  made,  it  feems,  none  of  that 
fort  at  Philadelphia.     I  then  alked  for  a  three- 
penny loaf.      They  made  no  loaves  of  that 
price.     Finding  myfelf  ignorant  of  the  prices, 
^as  well  as  of  the  different  kinds  of  bread,  I  de- 
fired  him  to  let  me    have   three  penny-worth 
of  bread  of  fome  kind  or  other.     He  gave  me  , 
three  large  rolls.     I  was  furprized  at  receiving 
fo  much.    I  took  them,  however,  and  having 
no  room  in  my  pockets,  I  walked  on  with  a 
roil  under  each  arm,  eating  the  third.     In  this 
manner     I    went  through    Market  ftreet  to 
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Fourth-ftreet,  and  pafied  the  houfe  of  Mr* 
Read,  the  father  of  my  future  wife.  She  was 
ftanding  at  the  door,obferved  me,  and  thought 
with  reafon,  that  I  made  a  very  lingular  and 
grotefque  appearance. 

I  then  turned  thecorner  ;  and  went  through 
Chefnut-ftreet,  eating  my  roll  all  the  way  £ 
and  having  made  this  round,  I  found  myfelf 
again -on  Market-ftreet  wharf,  near  the  boat  in 
which  I  had  arrived,  I  ftepped  into  it  to  take 
a  draught  of  the  river  water;  and  finding 
myfelf  fatisfiedwith  my  firft  roll,  I  gave  the 
other  two  to  a  woman  and  her  child,  who  had 
come  down  the  river  with  us  in  the  boat,  and 
was  waiting  to  continue  her  journey.  Thus 
refrefhed,  I  regained  the  flreet  which  was  now 
full  of  well  drefled  people,  all  going  the  fame 
way.  I  joined  them,  and  was  thus  led  to  a 
large  Quakers'  meeting-houfe  near  the  mar* 
ket-place.  I  fat  down  with  the  reft,  and  af- 
ter looking  round  me  for  fome  time,  hearing 
nothing  faid,  and  being  drowfy  from  my  laft 
night's  labour  and  want  of  reft,  I  fell  into  a 
found  fleep.  In  this  ftate  I  continued  till  the 
alTembly  difperfed,  when  one  of  the  congre- 
gation had  the  goodnefs  to  wake  me.  This 
was  confequently  the  firft  houfe  I  entered,  or4 
in  which  I  ilept  at  Philadelphia. 

I  began  again  to  walk  along  the  ftreet  by 
the  river  fide  ;  and  looking  attentively  in  the 
face  of  every  one  I  met,  I  at  length  perceived  a 
young  Quaker,  whofe  countenance  pleafed  me. 
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I  accofted  him,  and  begged  him  to  inform  me 
where  a  ftranger  might  find  a  lodging.  We 
were  then  near  the  fign  of  the  Three  Marin- 
ers.  They  receive  travellers  here,  faid  he, 
but  it  is  not  a  houfe  that  bears  a  good  charac- 
ter ;  if  you  will  go  with  me,  I  will  mew  you 
a  better  one.  He  conducted  me  to  the  Crook- 
ed Billet,  in  Water-ftreet.  There  I  ordered 
fomething  for  dinner,  and  during  my  meal  a 
number  of  curious  queftions  were  put  to  me  j 
my  youth  and  appearance  exciting  the  fufpi- 
cion  of  my  being  a  runaway.  After  dinner 
my  diowfmefs  returned,  and  I  threw  myfelf 
upon  a  bed  without  taking  off  my  clothes,  and 
ilept  till  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  I 
was  called  to  fupper,  I  afterwards  went  to 
bed  at  a  very  early  hour,  and  did  not  awake 
till  the  next  morning. 

As  foon  as  I  got  up  I  put  myfelf  in  as  decent 
a  trim  as  I  could,  and  went  to  the  houfe  of 
Andrew  Bradford,  the  printer.  I  found  his 
father  in  the  fhop,  whom  I  had  feen  at  New- 
york.  Having  travelled  on  norfeback,  he  had 
arrived  at  Philadelphia  before  me.  He  in- 
troduced me  to  his  fon,  who  received  me  with 
civility,  and  gave  me  fome  breakfaft  ;  but  told 
me  he  had  no  occafion  for  a  journeyman,  hav- 
ing lately  procured  one.  He  added,  that 
there  was  another  printer  newly  fettled  in  the 
town,  of  the  name  of  Keitner,  who  might  per- 
haps employ  me  ;  and  that  in  cafe  of  a  refuf- 
al,  I  Ihould  be  welcome  to  lodge  at  his  houfe, 
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and  he  would  give  me  a  little  work   now  and 
then,  till  fomething  better  ihould  offer.* 

The  old  man  offered  to  introduce  me  to 
the  new  printer.  When  we  were  at  his  houfe  : 
6C  Neighbour,"  faid  he,  "  I  bring  you  a  young 
man  in  the  printing  bufinefs  ;  perhaps  you, 
may  have  need  of  his  fervices." 

Keimer    aiked    me   fome  quedions,   put  a 
composing  (lick  in  my  hand  to  fee  how  I  could 
work,  and  then  faid,  that  at  prefent  he  had 
nothing  for  me  to  do,  but  that  he  fhould  foon 
be  able  to  employ  me.       At   the   fame   time 
taking  old  Bradford  for  an  inhabitant  of  the 
town   well-difpofed  towards  him,  he  commu- 
nicated his  project  to  him,  and  the    profpect 
he  had  of  fuccefs,     Bradford  was   careful  not 
to  difcov@r  that  he  was  the  father  of  the  oth- 
er printer  ;  and  from  what  Keimer  had   faid, 
that  he   hoped   fhortly  to  be    in  pofTeliion  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  buimefs  of   the  town, 
led  him  by  artful  quedions,  and   by  darting 
fome  difficulties,     to   difclofe  all    his    views, 
what  his  hopes  were  founded  upon,  and  how 
he  intended  to  proceed.      I  was  prefent,  and 
heard  it  all.     I  inftantly  faw  that  one  of   the 
two  was  a  cunning  old  fox,  and  the  other  a 
perfect  novice.     Bradford  left  me    with    Kei- 
mer, who  was  flrangely  furprifed  when  I  ir> 
formed  him  who  the  old  man  was. 

I  found  Keimer's  printing  materials  to  con- 
fid  of  an  old  damaged  prefs,  and  a  fmall  caft 
of  worn-out  Englifh  letters.,  with   which   he 
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was  himfelf  at  work  upon  an  elegy  on  Aquila 
Rofe,  whom  I  have  mentioned  above,  an  in- 
genious young  man,  and  of  an  excellent  char- 
acter, highly  ejleemed  in  the  town,  fecretary 
to  the  affembly,  and  a  very  tolerable  poet, 
Keimer  alfo  made  verfes,  but  they  were  indif- 
ferent ones.  He  could  not  be  laid  to  write 
in  verfe,  for  his  method  was  to  fet  the  lines  as 
they  flowed  from  his  mufe  ;  and  as  he  worked 
without  copy,  had  but  one  fet  of  letter  cafes, 
and  the  elegy  would  probably  occupy  all  his 
type,  it  was  impoiTible  for  any  one  to  affifh  him. 
1  endeavoured  to  put  his  prefs  in  order,  which 
he  had  not  yet  ufed,  and  of  which  indeed  he 
underftood  nothing  ;  and  having  promifed  to 
come  and  work  off  his  elegy  as  foon  as  it 
mould  be  ready,  I  returned  to  the  houfe  of 
Bradford,  who  gave  me  fome  trifle  to  do  for 
the  prefent,  for  which  I  had  my  board  and 
lodging. 

In  a  few  days  Keimer  fent  for  me  to  print 
off  his  elegy.  He  had  now  procured  another 
fet  of  letter- cafes,  and  had  a  pamphlet  to  re- 
print, upon,  which  he  fet  me  to  work. 

The  two  Philadelphia  printers  appeared 
deftitute  of  every  qualification  necelTary  in 
their  profefTion.  Bradford  had  not  been 
brought  up  to  it,  and  was  very  illiterate,  Kei- 
mer, though  he  underftood  a  little  of  the  bu- 
fmefs,  was  merely  a  compofitor,  and  wholly 
incapable  of  working  at  the  prefs.  He  had 
been  oiie  of  the  French  prophets,  and  knew 
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how  to  imitate  their  fupernatural  agitation*. 
.At  the  time  of  our  firft  acquaintance  he  pro- 
fefifed  no  particular  religion,  but- a  little  or  all 
upon  occafion.  He  was  totally  ignorant  of 
the  world,  and  a  great  knave  at  heart,  as  I  had 
afterwards  an  opportunity  of  experiencing.  ^ 

Keimer  could  not  endure  that,  working 
with  him,  I  fhould  lodge  at  Bradford's.  He 
had  indeed  a  houfe,  but  it  was  unfurniflied  \ 
fo  that  he  could  not  take  me  in.  He  procur- 
ed me  a  lodging  at  Mr.  Read's,  his  landlord, 
whom  I  have  already  mentioned.  My  trunk 
and  effects  being  now  arrived,  I  thought  of 
making,  in  the  eyes  of  Mifs  Read,  a  more  ref- 
pe&able  appearance  than  when  chance  exhib- 
ited me  to  her  viewy  gating,  my /roll,  and  wan- 
dering in  thefheets. 

From  this  period  I  began  to  contract  an  ac- 
quaintance with   fuck  young   people    of  the- 
town  as  were  fond  of  reading,  and^  fpent  my: 
evenings  with  them  agreeably*   while   at  the 
fame  time  I   gained   money  by  my  induftry,, 
and,  thanks  to  my  frugality,   lived  contented* 
I  thus  forgot  Bofton  as  much  as  poiiible,  and 
wimed  every  one  to  be  ignorant  of  the  place 
of  my  refidence,  except  my  friend  Collins,  to 
whom  1  wrote,  and  who  kept  my  fecret. 

An  incident,  however,  arrived,  which  fent 
me  home  much  fooner  than  I  had  propofed. 
I  had  a  brother-in-law,  of  the  name  of  Robert 
Holmes,  mafter  of  a  tiading  floop  from  Bof- 
ton to  Delaware.     Being  at  Newcaftlc,  forty 
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miles  "below  Philadelphia,  he  heard  of  me,  and 
wrote  to  inform  me  of  the  chagrin  which  my 
iudden  departure  from  Bofton  had  occafioned 
my  parents,  and  of  the  affection  which  they 
ftill  entertained  for  me,  affuring  me  that,  if  I 
-would  return,  everything  fhonld  be  adjufted 
.to  my  fatisfa&ion  ;  and  he  was  very  preffing 
in  his  entreaties.  I  anfwered  his  letter,  thank- 
ed him  for  his  advice,  and  explained  the  rea- 
sons which  had  induced  me  to  quit  Bofton, 
*with  fuch  force  and  clearnefs,  that  he  was  con- 
evinced  I  had  been  lefs  to  blame  than  he  had 
imagined. 

Sir  William  Keith,  Governour  of  the  Prov« 
ince,  was  at  Newcaftle  at  the  time.  Captain 
Holmes,  being  by  chance  in  his  company  when 
he  received  my  letter,  took  occafion  to  fpeak 
of  me,  and  fhewed  it  him.  The  Governour 
read  it,  and  appeared  furprifed  when  he  learn- 
ed my  age.  He  thought  me,  he  faid,  a  young 
man  of  very  promifing  talents,  and  that,  of 
confequence,  I  ought  to  be  encouraged  ;  that 
there  were  at  Philadelphia  none  but  very  ig- 
norant printers,  and  that  if  I  were  to  fet  up 
for  myfelf,  he  had  no  doubt  of  my  fuccefs  ; 
that,  for  his  own  part,  he  would  procure  me 
all  the  public  bufinefs,  and  would  render  me 
every  other  fervice  in  his  power*  My  broth- 
er-in-law related  all  this  to  me  afterwards  at 
Bofton  ;  but  I  knew  nothing  of  it  at  the  time  ; 
when  one  day  Keimer  and  I  being  at  work  to- 
gether near  the  window,  we  faw  the  Gover- 
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nour  and  another  gentleman,  Colonel  -  Preach 
of  Newcaftle,  handfomely  drefled,  crofs  the 
flreet  and  make  dire£tly  for  our  houfe.  We 
heard  them  at  the.  door,  and  Keimer,  believ- 
ing it  to  be  a  vifit  to  himfelf,  went  immediate- 
ly down,;  but  the  , Goyernour  inquired  for 
me,  came  up  flairs,  and  with  a  condefcenfion 
and  politenefs  to  which  I  had  not  at  all  been, 
accuftomed,  paid  me  many  compliments,  de- 
fired  to  be  acquainted  with  me,  obligingly  re- 
proached me  for  not  haying  made  myfelf 
known,  to  him  on  my  arrival  in  the  toywi,  and 
wifhed.me  to  accompany  him  to  a  tavern, 
where  he  and  colonel  French  were  going  tp 
tafle  fome  excellent  Madeira  wine. 

I  was,  I  confefs,  fomewhat  furprifed,  and 
JCeimer  appeared  thunderflruck.  I  went,  how- 
ever, with  the  Governonr  and  the  colonel  to  a 
tavern  at  the  corner  of  Third  flreet,  where, 
while  we  were  drinking  the  Madeira,  he  pro- 
pofed  to  me  to  eftablifh  a  printing  houfe.  He 
;fet  forth  the  probability  of  fuccefs,  and  him- 
felf  and  colonel  French  allured  me  that  I 
.mould  have  their  protection  and  influence  in 
obtaining  the  printing  of  the  public  papers  of 
both  governments  ;  and  as  I  appeared  to  doubt 
whether  ray  father  would  affift  me  in  this  en- 
terprise, Sir  William  faid  that  he  would  give 
me  a  letter  to  him,  in  which  he  would  repre- 
sent the  advantages  of  the  fcheme,  in  a  light 
which  he  had  no  doubt  would  determine  hirn. 
It  v/as  thus  concluded  that  I  fhould  return  £9 
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Bofton  by  the  firft  vefTel,  with  the  letter  of  re- 
commendation from  the  Governour,  to  n>y 
father.  Meanwhile  the  project  was  to  be 
kept  fecret,  and  P' continued'  to  work  for 
Keimer  as  before* 

The  Governour  fent  every  now  and  then  to 
invite  me  to  dine  with  him,  I  considered  this 
as  a  very  great  honour  ;  and  I  was  the  more 
fenfibleof  it,  as  he  converfed  with  me  in  the 
mod  affable,  familiar,  and  friendly  manner' 
imaginable. 

Towards  the  end  of  April,  1724,  a  frriall  Yef- 
fel  was  ready  to  fail  for  Bofton,  I  took  leave 
of  Keimer,  upon  the  pretext  of  going  to  fee 
my  parents.  The  Governour  gave  me  along 
letter,  in  which  he  faid  many  flattering  things 
of  me  to  my  father  ;  and  ftrongly  recommend-* 
ed  the  project  of  my  fettling  at  Philadelphia, 
as  a  thing  which  could  not  fail  to --make  my 
fortune. 

Going  down  the  bay  we  ftruck  on  a  flat, 
and  fprung  a  leak.  The  weather  was  very 
tempeftuous,  and  we  were  obliged  to  pump 
without  intermilTIon  ;  I  took  my  turn.  We 
arrived  however  fafe  and  found  at\Bofton,  af- 
ter about  a  fortnight's  paiTage. 

J  had  been  abfent  feven  complete  months, 
and  my  relations,  during  that  interval,  had  re- 
ceived no  intelligence  of  me  ;  for  my  brother 
in-law,  Holmes,  was  not  yet  returned,  and 
had  not  written  about  me.  My  unexpected 
appearance  furprifed  the  family   5    but  they 
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were  all  delighted  at  feeing  me  again,  and  ez«s- 
cept  my  brother,  welcomed  me  home.  I  wenr 
to  him  at  the  printing-office.  I  was  better 
drefied  than  I  had  ever  been  while  in  his  fer- 
vice  ;  I  had  a  complete  fuit  of  clothes,  new 
and  neat,  a  watch  in  my  pocket,  and  my  purfe 
was  furnifhed  with  nearly  five  pounds  fterling 
in  money.  He  gave  me  no  very  civil  recep- 
tion ;  and  having  eyed  me  from  head  to  foot,, 
refumed  his  work. 

The  woikmen  aiked  me  with  eagernefs- 
where  I  had  been,  what  fort  of  a  country  it 
was,  and  how  I  liked  it.  I  fpoke  in  the  high- 
eft:  terms  of  Philadelphia,  the  happy  life  we 
led  there,  and  exprefled  my  intention  of  go- 
ing back  again.  One  of  them  aiked  what  fort 
of  money  we  had,  I  difplayed  before  them  a 
handful  of  filver,  which  I  drew  from  my 
pocket.  This  was  a  curiofity  to  which  they; 
were  not  accuftomed,  paper  being  the  current 
money  at  Bofton.  I  tailed  not  after  this  to 
let  them  fee  my  watch  ;  and  at  laft,  my  broth- 
er  continuing  fullen,  and  out  of  humour,  I- 
gave  them  a  Shilling  to  drink,  and  took  my 
leave.  This  vifit  flung  my  brother  to  the: 
foul  ;  for  when  fhortly  after,  my  mother 
fpoke  to  him  of  a  reconciliation,  and  a  defire 
to  fee  us  upon  good  terms,  he  told  her  that  I 
had  fo  infulted  him  before  his  men,  that  he 
would  never  forget  or  forgive  it  -7  in  this^ 
however,  he  was  miftaken.  tf 
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The  Govcrnour's  letter  appeared  to  excite 
m  my  father  fome  furprife  ;  hut  he  faid  little. 
After  fome  days,  Capt.  Holmes  being  return- 
ed, he  mowed  it  him,  afking  him  if  he  knew- 
Keith,  and  what  fort  of  a  man  he  was  ;  add- 
ing, that,  in  his  opinion,  it  proved  very  little 
difcernment  to  think  of  fetting  up  a  boy  in  bu-- 
finefs,  who  for  three  years  to  come  would  not 
be  of  an  age  to  be  ranked  in  the  clafs  of  men. 
Holmes  faid  every  thing  he  eould  in  favour  of 
the  fcheme  ;  but  my  father  firmly  maintained" 
its  abfurdity,  and  at  laft  gave  a  pofitive  refu- 
sal.    He  wrote,  however,  a  civil  letter  to  Sir 
William,  thanking  him  for  the  protection  he 
had  fo  obligingly  offered  me,  but  refufing  to 
affift  me  for  the  prefent,  becaufe  he  thought 
me  too  young  to  be  entrufled  with  the  con- 
duel  of  fo  important  an  enterprife,  and  which; 
would  require  fo  confiderable  a  fum  of  mon- 
ey. 

My  old  comrade  Collins,  who  was  a  clerks 
in  the  poft- office,  charmed  with  the  account: 
I  gave  of  my  new  refidence,  expreiTed  a  defire- 
of  going  thither  ;  and  while  I  waited  my  fath~ 
er's  determination,  he  fet  off  before  me,  by 
land  for  Rhode-lflandy  leaving  his  books? 
which  formed  a  handfome  collection  in  math* 
ematics  and  natural  philofophy,  to  be  convey- 
ed with  mine  to  Newyork,  where  he  purpofedi 
to  wart  for  me, 

My  father,  though  he.  could  not   approve:. 
Sir  William's  propofal,  was  yet  gleafed  that  ,1 
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had  obtained  fo  advantageous  a  recommends^- 
tion  as  that  of  a  perfon  of  his  rank,  and   that ': 
myinduftry  and  economy  had  enabled  me  to 
equip  myfelf  fo  handfomely  in  fo  fhort  a  peri- 
od*    Seeing  no  appearance  of  accommodating 
matters  between  my  brother  and  me,  he  con- 
fented  to  my  return   to  Philadelphia,   advifed 
me  to  be  civil  to  every  body,  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  general  efteem,  -and  avoid  fatire  and  : 
farcafm.,  to  which  he  thought  I  was  too  much 
inclined  ;  adding,  that,' with  perfeverance  and 
prudent  economy^  I  might,  by  the  time  I   be-  - 
came  of  age,  fave   enough  to  eftablifh  myfelf 
in  bufmefs  ;  and  that  if  a  fmall    fum   mould 
then  be  wanting  he  would  undertake  to  fupplyito- 

This;  was  all  I  could  obtain  from  him,  ex- 
cept iome  trifling  prefents,  in  token  of  friend- 
Ihip  from  him  and  my  mother.  I  embarked 
once  more  for  Newyork,  furnifhed  at  this 
time  with  their  approbation  and  bleffing.  The 
floop  having  touched  at  Newport  in  Rhode-  * 
I{]and>  I  paid  a  vifu  to  my  brother  John,  who 
had  for  fome  years  been  fettled  there,  and 
was  married.^  He  had  always  been  attached 
to  me,  and  received  me  with  great  affe&ion.  _ 
One  of  his  friends,  whofe  name  was  Veinon, 
having  a  debt  of  about  thirty-fix  pounds  due 
to  him  in  Pennfylvania,  begged  me  to  receive  - 
it  for  him,  and  keep  the  money  till  I  mould 
hear  from  him  :  Accordingly  he  gave  me  an 
order  for  that  purpofe.  This  affair  occafioned 
me,  in  the  fequel,  much  uneafmefso 
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flfct  Newport  we  took  on  board  a  number  of 

rpafTengers ;  among  whom  were   two  young 

women,  and  a  grave  and  fenfible  Quaker  lady 

.  with  her  fervants.      I  had   fhewn  an  obliging 

■forwardnefs   in   rendering  the   Quaker  fome 

trifling  fervkes,  which  led  her,  probably,  to 

feel  fome  intereft  in    my  welfare;  for  when 

ihe  faw  a  familiarity  take  place,  and  every  day 

Jncreafe,  between  the  two  young  women  and 

me,  fhe   took  me  afide   and  faid,    "  Young 

man,  I  am  in  pain  for  thee.      Thou  haft  no 

parent  to  watch    over  thy  conduct,  and  thou 

feemeft  to  be  ignorant   of  the  world,  and  the 

fnares  to  which  youth  is  expofed.     Rely  upon 

what  I  tell   thee;    thofe   are   women  of  bad 

^characters;  I  perceive  it  in   all  their  actions. 

If  thou  doft  not  take  care,  they  will  lead  thee 

into  danger.     They  are  ftrangers  to  thee,  and 

I  advife  thee,  by  the  friendly  intereft  I  take  in 

thy  prefervation,  to  form  no  connection  with 

them."     As  I  appeared   at  firft  not  to  think 

, quite  fo  ill  of  them  as  fhe  did,  fhe  related  ma- 

^ny  things  fhe  had  feen  and  heard,  which  had 

efcaped  my  attention,  but  which  convinced  me 

ihe  was  in  the  right.      I  thanked  her  for  her 

obliging  advice,  and  promifed  to  follow  it. 

When  we  arrived  at  Newyork,  they  inform- 
ed me  where  they  lodged,  and  invited  me  to 
come  and  fee  them.  I  did  not,  however,  go, 
and  it  was  well  I  did  not  ;  for  the  next  day, 
ihe  Captain  miffing  a  filver  fpoon  and  fome 
tO.th.er -things  which  had  been  taken  from  the 
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cabin,  and  knowing  thefe  women  to  be  prot 
titutes,  procured  a  fearch  warrant,  found  the 
itolen  goods  upon  them,  and  had  them  pun- 
ifhed.  And  thus,  after  having  been  faved  from 
one  rock  concealed  under  water,  upon  which 
4he  veffel  {truck  during  our  paffage,  I  efcap- 
ed  another  of  a  ftill  more  dangerous  nature. 

At  Newyork  I  found  my  friend  Collins, 
who  had  arrived  fome  time  before.  We  had 
been  intimate  from  our  infancy,  and  had  read 
the  fame  books  together  4  but  he  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  able  to  devote  more  time  to 
reading  and  ftudy,  and  an  aftonifhing  difpofi- 
tion  for  mathematics,  in  which  he  left  me  far 
behind  him.  When  at  Bofton,  I  had  been  ac- 
vcuftomed  to  pafs  with  him  almoft  all  my  leif- 
ure  hours.  He  was  then  a  foher  and  induf- 
trious  lad  ;  his  knowledge  had  gained  him  a 
very  general  efteem,  and  he  feemed  to  prom- 
ife  to  make  an  advantageous  figure  in  fociety. 
But,  during  my  abfence,  he  had  unfortunate- 
ly addicted  himfeff  to  brandy,  and  I  learned, 
as  well  from  hin^felf  as  from  the  report  of 
others,  that  every  day  fince  his  arrival  at  New- 
york he  had  been  intoxicated,  and  had  a&ed 
in  a  very  extravagant  manner.  He  had  alfo 
playec,  and  lojiall  his  money  ;  fo  that  I  was 
obliged  to  p.  y  Is  expenfes  at  the  inny  and  to 
maintain  htm  during  the  reft  of  the  journey  j 
a  burthen  that  was  very  inconvenient  to  me. 

The  Governour  of  Newyork,  whofe  name 
'was  Burnet,  hearing  the  Captain  fay  that  a 
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young  man  who  was  a  pafTenger  in  his  fhip, 
had  a  great  number  of  books,  begged  him  to 
bring  me  to  his  houfe.  I  accordingly  went, 
and  mould  have  taken  Collins  with  me,  had 
he  been  fober.  The  Governour  treated  me 
with  great  civility,  fhewed  me  his  library,,, 
which  was  a  very  confiderable  one,  and  we 
talked  for  fome  time  upon  books  and  authors.- 
This  was  the  fecond  Governour  wko  had 
honoured  me  with  his  attention  ;  and  to  a> 
poor  boy,  as  I  then  was^thefe  little  adventures 
did  not  fail  to  be  pleafmg. 

We  arrived'at  Philadelphia,  On  the  way  I 
received  Vernon's  money,  without  which  we 
mould  have  been  unable  to  have  finifhed  our 
journey. 

Collins  wifhed  to  get  employment  as  a  mer- 
chant's clerk  ;  but  either  his  breath  or  his 
countenance  betrayed  his  bad  habit  ;  £ot9 
though  he  had  recommendations,  he  met  with 
no  fuccefs,  and  continued  to  lodge  and  eat 
with  me,  and  at  my  expenfe.  Knowing  that 
I  had  Vernon's  money,  he  was  continually 
alking  me  to  lend  him  fome  of  it  ;-  promifmgi 
to  pay  me  as  foon  as  he  mould  get  employ- 
ment. At  lad  he  had  drawn  fo  much  of  this 
money,  that  I  was  extremely  alarmed  at  what 
might  become  of  me,  fhould  he  fail  to  make 
good  the  deficiency.  His  habit  of  drinking 
did  not  at  all  diminifh,  and  was  a  frequent 
fource  of  difcord  between  us  j  for  when  h§ 
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had  drank  a  little  too  much,  he  was  very  head 
flrong. 

Being  one  day  in  a  boat  together,  on  the 
Delaware,  with  fome  other  young  perfons,  he 
refufed  to  take  his  turn  in  rowing.  You  fhall 
row  for  me,  faid  he,  till  we  get  home. — No,  I 
replied,  we  will  not  row  for  you. — You  fhall, 
faid  he,  or  remain  upon  the  water  all  night. 
As  you  pleafe.  Let  us  row,  faid  the  reft  of 
the  company  :  What  fignifies  whether  he  af- 
.fifts  or  not.  But,  already  angry  with  him  for 
his  conduct  in  other  refpects,  I  perfifted  in  my 
refufal.  He  then  fw-ore  that  he  would  make 
me  row,  or  would  throw  me  out  of  the  boat  ; 
and  he  made  up  to  me.  As  foon  as  he  was 
within  my  reach  I  took  him  by  the  collar,  gave 
him  a  violent  thruft,  and  threw  him  head-fore- 
moft  into  the  river.  I  knew  that  he  was  a 
good  fwimmer,  and  was  therefore  under  no 
apprehenfions  for  his  life.  Before  he  could 
turn  himfelf,  we  were  able,  by  a  few  ftrokes 
of  our  oars,  to  place  ourfelvesout  of  his  reach  ; 
and  whenever  he  touched  the  boat,  we  afked 
him  if  he  would  row,  flriking  his  hands  with 
the  oars  to  make  him  let  go  his  hold.  He 
was  nearly  fuffocated  with  rage,  but  obflinate- 
ly  refufed  making  any  promife  to  row.  Per- 
ceiving at  length  that  his  ftrength  began  to  be 
exhaufted,  we  took  him  into  the  boat/ and 
conveyed  him  home  in  the  evening,  complete- 
ly drenched.  The  utinoft  coldnefs  fubfifled 
between  us  after  this  adventure.      At  iaft  the 
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captain  of  a  Weft  India  fhip,  who  was  com- 
miffioned  to  procure  a  tutor  for  the  children 
of  a  gentleman  at  Barbadoes,  meeting  with 
Collins,  offered  him  the  place.  He  accepted 
it,  and  took  his  leave  of  me,  promising  to  dif- 
charge  the  debt  he  owed  me  with  the  firfl 
money  he  mould  receive  ;  but  I  have  heard 
nothing  "of  him  fince. 

The  violation  of  the  truft  repofed  in  me  by 
Vernon,  was  one  of  the  fir  ft  great  errours  of 
my  life  ;  and  it  proves  that   my   father   was 
not  miftaken  when  he  fuppofed  me  too  young 
to  be  entrufted  with  the  management  of  im- 
portant affairs.     But  Sir  William,  upon  read* 
ing  his   letter,    thought    him    too    prudent.. 
There  was  a  difference,  he  faid,  between  indi- 
viduals ;  years  of  maturity  were   not  always 
accompanied    with    difcretion,     neither   was 
youth  in  every  inftance  devoid  of  it.      Since 
your  father,  added  he,  will  not  fet  you   up  in 
bufinefs,  I  will  de  it  myfelf.     Make  out  a  lift 
of  what  will  be  wanted  from  England,  and  I 
will  fend  for  the  articles.     You  {hall  repay  me 
when  you  can.     I  am  determined   to  have   a 
good  printer  here,  and  J  am  fure  you  will  fuc- 
ceed.     This  was  faid  with  fo  much  feeming 
cordiality,  that  I  fufpecled  not   for  an  inftant 
the  fincerity  of  the   offer.      I    had   hitherto 
kept  the  projeft,  with  which  Sir  William  had 
infpired  me,  of  fettling  in  bufinefs  a  fecret  at 
Philadelphia,  and  I    ftili  continued   to  do  fo. 
Had  my  reliance  ontheGovernourbeeaknown 
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forne  friend,  better  acquainted  with  his  charae-- 
ter  than  myfelf,  would  doubtlefs  have  advifed- 
me  not  to  trull:  him  ;  for  I  afterwards  learned 
that  he  was  univerfally  known  to  be  liberal  of 
promifes,  which  he  had  no  intention  to  per- 
form. But  having  never  folicited  him*  how 
could  I  fuppofe  his  offers  to  be  deceitful  ?  On 
the  contrary,  I  believed  him  to  be  the  bed 
man  in  the  world, 

I  gave  him  an  inventory  of  a  fmall  printing- 
office  ;  the  expenfe  of  which  I  had  calculated^ 
at  about  a  hundred  pounds  fterling.      He  ex- 
preffed  his  approbation,  but  afked  if  my  pref-- 
encein  England,  that  I  might  choofe  the  char- 
acters myfelf,  and  fee  that  every  article  was 
good  in  its  kind,  would  not  be  an  advantage. 
You  will  alfo  be  able,  faid  he,  to  form  fome 
acquaintance  there,  and  eftablifh  a  correfpon-- 
dcnce  with  ftationers  and  bookfellers,      This 
I  acknowledged  was   deferable.      That  being 
the  cafe,  added  he,  hold  yourfelf  in  readinefs 
to  go  with  the  Annis.     This  was  the  annual- 
veifely  and  the  only  one,  at  that  time,   whicb 
made  regular  voyages  between  the  ports  bfc 
London  and  Philadelphia.      But   the   Annis- 
was  not  to  fail  for  Tome  months.      I  therefore- 
continued  to  work  with  Keimer,  unhappy  re- 
fpe&ing  the  fum  which  Collins    had  drawir 
from  me,  and  almoft  in  continual  agony  at  the 
thoughts  of  Vernon,  who  fortunately  made  nm 
demand  of  his  money  till  feveral  years  after^ 
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In  the  account  of  my  firfb  voyage  from  Bof- 
*on  to  Philadelphia,!  oaiitted,  I  believe,  a  tri- 
fling circUiH^ance,  which  will  not  perhaps  be 
out  of  place  here.  During  a  calm  which 
flopped  us. above  Block-Iiland,  the  grew  em- 
ployed themfelves  in  riming  for  cod,  of  which 
they  caught  a  great  number.  I  had  hitherto 
adhered  to  my  refolution  of  not  eating  any 
thing  that  had  pofTefTed  life  ;  and  I  confider- 
ed  on  this  occafion,  agreeably  to  the  maxims 
of  my  mafter  Tryon3  the  capture  of  every  fifh 
as  a  fort  of  murder,  committed  without  pro- 
vocation, fmce  thefe  animals  had  neither  done, 
nor  were  capable  of  doing,  the  frnalleft  injury 
to  any  one  that  mould  juftify  the  meafure.— 
This  mode  of  reafoning  I  conceived  to  be  un- 
anfwerable.  Meanwhile  I  had  formerly  been 
extremely  fond  of  fiih  ;  and  when  one  of 
thefe  cod  was  taken  out  of  the  fryingpan,  I 
thought  its  flavour  delicious.  I  hefitated  fome- 
time  between  principle  and  inclination,  till  at 
lad  recollecting,  that  when  the  cod  had  been 
opened,  foine  fmall  fiih  were  found  in  its  belly, 
I  laid  to  myfelf,  if  you  eat  one  another,  I  fee 
no  reafon  why  we  may  not  eat  you,  I  accord- 
ingly dined  on  the  cod  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  pleafure,  and  have  fince  continued  to  eat 
like  the  reft  of  mankind^  returning  only  occa- 
sionally to  my  vegetable  plan.  How  conve- 
nient does  it  prove  to  be  a  rational  animal,  that 
knows  how  to  find  or  invent  a  piaufible  pre- 
text for  whatever  it  has  an  inclination  to  do^ 
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I  continued  to   live  upon  good  terms  with 
Keimer,  who  had  not  the  fmalleft  fufpicion  of 
my  projected  eftablifhment.     He  ftili  retained 
a  portion  of  his  former  enthufiafm,  and  being 
fond  of  argument,  we  frequently  difputed  to- 
gether.    1  was  fo  much  in  the  habit  of  ufing 
my  Socratic   method,  and  had  fo  frequently 
puzzlid  him  by  my  ,queftions,  which  appeared 
at  firft  very  diftant  from  the  point  in.  debate, 
yet  neverthelefs  led  to  it  by  degree*,  involv- 
ing him  in  difficulties  and  contradictions  from 
which  he  wTas  unable  to  extricate  himfelf,  that 
he  became   at   lad  ridiculoufly  cautious,  and 
would  foarcely   anfwer  the  mofl  plain  and  fa- 
miliar queflion  without  previoufly  afking  nte. 
What  would  you  infer  from  that  ?  Hence  he 
formed  fo  high  an  opinion  of  my  talents  for 
refutation,  that   he  feriouily  propofed  to   me 
to  become  his  colleague  in  the   eftablifhment 
of  a  new  religious  feci.     He  was  to  propagate 
the  diclrine  by  preaching,  and  I  to  refute  ev- 
ery opponent. 

When  he  explained  to  me  his  tenets,  I 
found  many  abfurdities  which  I  refufed  to  ad- 
mit, unlefs  he  would  agree  in  turn  to  adopt 
fome  of  my  opinions.  Keimer  wore  his  beard 
long,  becaufe  Mofes  had  fomewhere  faid, 
Thou  Jhalt  not  mar  the  corners  of  thy  beard. — 
He  likewife  obferved  the  Sabbath  ;  and  thefe 
•were  with  him  two  very  eflential  points.  I 
diiliked  them  both  j  but  I  confented  to  adopt 
them  provided  he  would  abftain  from  animaj 
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food.  I  doubt,  faid  he,  whether  my  conditio 
tion  will  be  able  to  fupport  it.  I  aiTured  him 
on  the  contrary  that  he  would  find  himfelf  the 
better  for  it.  He  was  naturally  a  glutton,  and 
I  wifhed  to  amufe  myfelf  by  ftarving  him. 
He  confented  to  make  trial  of  this  regimen,, 
if  I  would  bear  him  company  ;  and  in  reality 
we  continued  it  for  three  months.  A  woman 
in  the  neighbourhood  prepared  and  brought 
us  our  victuals,  to  whom  I  gave  a  lift  of  forty 
dimes  ;  in  the  compofition  of  which' there  en- 
tered neither  flem  nor  fiffn  This  fancy  was 
the  more  agreeable  to  me,  as  it  turned  to  good 
ac^ountc.;  for  the  whole  expenfe  of  our  living 
did    not   exceed   for  each  eighteen-  pence  a 


week, 


I  have  fmce  that  period  obferved  feveraf- 
Lents  with  the  greateft  firi&nefs,  and  have 
fuddenly  returned  again  to  my  ordinary  diet9 
without  experiencing  the  fmalleft  inconve- 
nience ;  which  has  led  me  to  regard  as  of  no 
importance  the  advice  commonly  given,  of  in- 
troducing gradually  fuch  alterations  of  regi- 
men,- 

I  continued  it  cheerfully;  but  poor  Keimer 
fuffered  terribly.  Tired  of  the  project,  he 
fighed  for  the  rlefh  pots  of  Egypt.  At  length 
he  ordered  a  road  pig,  and  invited  me  and 
two  of  our  female  acquaintance  to  dine  with 
him  ;  but  the  pig  being  ready  a  little  too  foon, 
he  could  not  refill  the  temptation,  and  eat  it 
all  up  before  we  arrived. 
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During  the  circumftances  I  have  related,  1 
had  pai'd  feme  attentions  to  Mifs  Read.  I  en- 
tertained for  her  the  utmoft  ^efteem  and  affec- 
tion ;  and  I  had  reafon  to  believe  that  thefe 
fentiments  were  mutual.  But  we  were  both, 
young,  fcarcely  more  than  eighteen  years  of 
age  ;  and  as  I  was  on  the  point  of  undertak- 
ing a  long  voyage,  her  mother  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  prevent  matters  being  carried  too  far 
for  the  pre-ient,  judging  that  if  marriage  was 
our  object,  there  would  be  more  propriety  in 
it  after  my  return ;  when,  as  at  leaft  I  expect- 
ed, I  mould  be  eiiablifhed  in  my  bufmefs. 
Perhaps  alfo  (lie  thought  that  my  expectations 
were  not  fo  well  founded  as^  I  imagined. 

My  mod  intimate  acquaintance  at  this  time 
were  Charles  Ofborne,  Jofeph  Watfon,  and 
James  Ralph  ;■  young  men  who  were  all  fond 
of  reading.  The  two  rlrfl  were  clerks  to  Mr, 
Charles  Brogdon,  one  of  the  principal  attornies 
in  the  town,  and  the  other  clerk  to  a  merchant. 
Watfon  was  an  upright,  pious  and  fenfible. 
young  man  ;  the  others  were  fomewhat  more 
loofe  in  their  principles  of  religion,  particular- 
ly Ralph,  whofe  faith,  as  well  as  that  of  Col- 
lin, I  had  contributed  to  fhake  ;  each  of 
whom  made  me  fuller  a  very  adequate  punifh- 
raent,  Ofborne  was  fenfible,  fincere  and  af- 
fectionate in  his  friendfhips,  bu't  too  much  in- 
clined to  the  critic  in  matters  of  literature.— 
Ralph  was  ingenious  and  fhrewd,  genteel  in 
his  addj  efs,  and  extremely  eloquent*   I  do  not 
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remember  to  have  met  with  a  more  agreeable 
fpeaker.  They  were  both  enamoured  of  the 
mufes,  and  had  already  evinced  their  paffioa 
by  fame  fmall  poetical  productions. 

It  was  a  cuftom  with  us  to  take  a  charming 
walk  on  Sundays,  in  the  woods  that  border  on 
the  Skuylkill.  Here  we  read  together  and  af- 
terwards converfed  on  what  we  read.  Ralph- 
was  difpofed  to  give  himfelf  up  entirely  to  po- 
etry. He  flattered  himfelf  that  he  mould  ar- 
rive at  great  eminence  m  the  ait,  and  even  ac- 
quire a  fortune.  The  fublimeft  poets,,  he  pre- 
tended, when  they  firil  began  to  write,  com- 
mitted as  many  faults  as  himfelf:  Ofbprne 
endeavoured  to  diffuade  him  from  it,  by  af- 
furing  him  that  he  had  no  genius  for  poetry,- 
and  advifed  him  to  flick  to  the  trade  in  which 
he  had  been  brought  up.  In  the  road  of  com- 
merce, faid  he,  you  will  be  fure,  by  diligence 
and  affiduity,  though  you  have  no  capital,  of 
fo  far  fucceeding  as  to  be  employed  as  a  fac- 
tor, and  may  thus,  in  time,  acquire  the  means 
of  fetting  up  for  yourfelf.  I  concurred  in 
thefe  fentiments,  but  at  the  fame  time  exprefT- 
cd  my  approbation  of  amufing  ourfelves  iome- 
times  with  poetry,  with  a  view  to  improve  our 
flyle.  In  confequence  of  this  it  was  propofed 
that,  at  our  next  meeting,  each  of  us  mould 
bring  a  copy  of  verfes  of  his  owncornpofition.. 
Our  object  in  this  competition  was  to  benefit 
each  other  by  our  mutual  remarks,  criticifms, 
and  corrections  \  and  as  ftyle  and  expreffioa 
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•were  all  we  had  in  view,  we  excluded  ererf 
idea  of  invention,  by  agreeing  that  our  talk 
mould  be  a  verfion  of  the  eighteenth  pfalm, 
in  which  is  defcribed  the  defcent  of  the  deity.- 

The  time  of  our  meeting  drew  near,  when 
Ralph  called  upon  me.  and  told  me  his  piece" 
was  ready.     I  informed  him  that  I   had  been 
idle,  and  not  much  liking  the  talk,  had   done 
nothing.     He  fhowed  me  his  piece,  and  afked 
what  I  thought  of  it.      I  expreffed  myfelf  in 
terms  of  warm  approbation  ;  becaufe  it  really 
appeared  to  haveconfiderable  merit.    He  then 
faid  :    Ofborne  will  never  acknowledge   the 
fmallefi  degree  of  excellence  in  any  produc- 
tion of  mine.      Envy  alone  dictates    to  him  a 
thoufand  animadveriions.      Of  you  he  is  not' 
fo  jealous:  I  wifh,  therefore,  yon  would  take 
the  verfes  and  produce  them  as  your  own.     I- 
will  pretend  not  to  have  had  leifure  to  write 
anything,     We  mall-then  fee  in    what   man- 
ner he  will  fpeak  of  them*      I  agreed  to   this- 
little  artifice,  and  immediately  tranferibed  the 
verfes  to  prevent  all  fufpicion. 

We  metv  Watfcn's  performance  was  the' 
flrfl  that  was  read.  It  had  fome  beauties,  but 
many  faults.  We  next  read  Ofborne's ,  which 
was  niuch  better.  Ralph  did  it  juftice,  re- 
marking a  few  imperfe&ions,  and  applauding 
fuch  parts  as  were  excellent.  He  had  him- 
felf  nothing  te  fhow.  It  was  now  my  turn.  I 
made  fome  difficulty  ;  feemed  as  if  I  wifhed  to 
|ae  excufed  -7  pretended  that  I  kad  had  no  time 
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'to  make  corrections,  &c.  No  excufe,  howev- 
er, was  admiffible,  and  the  piece  mud  be  pro- 
duced. It  was  read  and  re-read.  Watfon 
and  Ofborne  immediately  refigned  the  palm, 
and  united  in  applauding  it.  Ralph  alone 
made  a  few  remarks,  and  propofed  fome  al- 
terations ;  but  I  defended  my  text.  Ofborne 
agreed  with  me,  and  told  Ralph  he  was  no 
more  able  to  criticife   than   to  write. 

When  Ofborne  was  alone  with  me,  he 
cxprefled  himfelf  flill  more  ftrongly  in  favour 
©f  what  he  confidered  as  my  performance. 
He  pretended  that  he  had  put  fome  reftraint 
on  himfelf  before,  apprehenfive  of  my  conftru- 
ing  his  commendation  into  flattery.  But  who 
woul-d  have  fuppofed,  faid  he,  Franklin  to  be 
capable  of  fuch  a  compofkion  ?  What  paint- 
ing, wharenergy,  what  fire  ?  He  has  furpaff- 
tt^ed  the  original.  In  his  common  converfation 
Tie  appears  not  to  have  choice  of  words  ;  he 
hefitates,  and  is  at  ajofs }  and  yet,  good  God,, 
Jiow  he  writes. 

At  our  next  meeting  Ralph  difcovered  the 
trick  we  had  played  Ofborne,  who  was  rallied 
without  mercy. 

By  this  adventure  Ralph  was  fixed  in  his 
refolution  of  becoming  a  poet.  I  left  nothing 
unattempted  to  divert  him  from  his  purpofe ; 
but  he  perfevered,  till  at  lafl  the  reading  of 
Pope*  cfFe&ed  his  cure  :  He  became,  howev- 

*  Probably  the  Dunciad,  where  vre  find  him  thus  im- 
jaortalised  bj  the  Auttor  ; 
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cr,  a  very  tolerable  profe  writer.  I  mall  fpcak 
more  of  him  hereafter  ;  but  as  I  fhall  probably 
have  no  farther  occafion  to  mention  the  other 
two,  I  ought  to  obferve  here,  that  Watfon  di- 
ed a  few  years  after  in  my  arms.  He  was 
greatly  regretted  5  for  he  was  the  bell  of  our 
fociety.  Ofborne  went  to  the  iflands,  where 
he  gained  confiderable  reputation  as  a  barrif- 
ter,  and  was  getting  money  ;  but  he  died 
young.  We  had  ferioufly  engaged,  that  who- 
ever died  firft  mould  return,  if  poilible,  and 
pay  a  friendly  vifit  to  the  furvivor,  to  give 
him  an  account  of  the  other  world'  \  but  he 
has  never  fulfilled  his  engagement. 

The  Governour  appealed  to  be  fond  of  my 
company,  and  frequently  invited  me  to  his 
houfe.  He  always  fpoke  of  his  intention  of 
fettling  me  in  bufinefs,  as  a  point  that  was  de- 
cided. I  was  to  take  with  me  letters  of  rec- 
ommendation to  a  number  of  friends ;  and 
particularly  a  letter  of  credit^  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  n^ceifary  fum  for  trre  purchafe  of  my 
prefs,  types,  and  paper.  He  appointed  vari- 
ous times  for  me  to  come  for  thefe  letters, 
which  would  certainly  be  ready  ;  and  when  I 
came  always  put  me  off  to  another  day. 

Thefe  fuccefllve  delays  continued  till  ths- 
veffel,  whofe  departure  had  been  feveral  times 
deferred,  was  on  the  point  of  fetting  fail ;  when 
I  again  went  to  Sir  William's  houfe",  to  receive 

Silence  ye  wolves,  while  Ralph  to  Cynthia  howls* 
And  makes  night  hideous  -t  answer  him,  ye  owls  I 
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my  letters  and  take  leave  of  him.  I  faw.  his 
fecretary,  Dr.  Bard,  who  told  mc  that  the 
Governour  was  extremely  bufy  in  writing,  but 
that  he  would  be  down  at  Newcafile  before 
the  veffel,  and  that  the  letters  would  be  &c* 
liver ed  to  r;e  there. 

Ralph,  though  he  was  married  and  had  a 
child,  determined  to  accompany  me  in'  this 
voyage.  His  object  was  fuppofed  to  be  the 
eftablifhing  a  correfpondence  with  fome  mer- 
cantile houfes,  in  order  to  fell  goods  by  com- 
mifliOjTi  y  but  I  afterwards  learned  that,  having 
reafon  to  be  dirTatisfied  with  the  parents  of 
his  wife,  he  propofed  to  himfelf  to  leave  her 
on  their  hands,  and  never  return  to  America 
again. 

Having  taken  leave  of  my  friend,    and  in- 
terchanged prom ifes  of  fidelity  wLh  Mi fs  Read, 
I  quitted    Philadelphia.       At   Newcaflle   the 
vefTel  came  to  anchor,      The  Governour  was 
arrived,  and  I  went  to  his  lodgings.     His  fec- 
retary received  me  with  great  civility,  told  me 
on  the  part  of  the  Governour  that- he  couid  not 
fee  me  then,  as  he  was   engaged  in   affairs    of 
the  utmoft  importance,  but  that  he  would  fend 
the  letters  on  board,- and  that  he    wifhed   me, 
with  all  his  heart,  a  good  voyage,  and  *rpeedy 
return.     I  returned,  fomewhat  aftonifbed,  to 
the  (hip,   but  (till   without  entertaining   the 
flighted  fufpicion. 

Mr.  Hamilton,   a   celebrated   barrider   of 
Ehiladelphiaj  had  taken  a  paffage  to  England 

E3r 
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for  himfelf  and  his  fon,  and  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Denham  a  quaker,  and  Meflrs^  Oni- 
am  and  Ruffel,  proprietors  of  a  forge  in  Ma- 
ryland, had  agreed  for  the  whole  cabin,  fo 
that  Ralph  and  I  were  obliged  to  take  up  our 
lodging  with  the  crew.  Being  unknown  to 
every  body  in  the  fhip,  we  were  looked  upon 
as  the  common  order  of  people  :  But  Mr. 
Hamilton  and  his  fon  (it  was  James,  who  was 
afterwards  governour,)  left  us  at  Newcaftle, 
and  returned  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  Was 
recalled.*  at  a  very  great  expenfe,  to  plead  the 
cauie  of  a  vdTel  that  had  been  feized  ;  and 
jufl  as  we  were  about  to  fail,  colonel  Finch 
came  on  board,  and  fhewed  me  many  civilities. 
The  paiTengers  up©n  this  paid  me  more  aiten^ 
tion,  and  f  was  invited,  together  with  ,my 
friend  Ralph,  to  occupy  the  place  in  the  cab- 
in which  the  return  of  the  Mr.  Hamiltoas  had 
made  vacant  }  an  offer  which  we  very  readily 
accepted. 

Having  learned  that  the  difpatches  of  the 
Governour  had  been  brought  onboard  by  co- 
lonel Finch,  I  afked  the  captain  for  the  letters 
that  were  to  be  entrufted  to  my  care.  He  told 
me  that  they  were  all  put  together  in  the  bag, 
which  he  could  not  open  at  prsfent ;  but  be- 
fore we  reached  England,  he  would  give  me 
an  opportunity  of  taking  them  out.  I  was 
fatisfied  with  thi§  aejwer,  aji4  we  purfued  oux 
voyage. 
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The  company  in  the  cabin  were  all  very  fo- 
ciable,  and  we  were  perfectly  well  off  as  to 
provisions,  as  we  had  the  advantage  of  the 
whole  of  Mr.  Hamilton's,  who  had  laid  in  a 
very  plentiful  flock.  During  the  paflage  Mr. 
Denham  contracted  a  friendfhip  for  me,  which 
ended  only  with  his  life  ;  in  other  refpecfcs 
the  voyage  was  by  no  means  an  agreeable  one, 
as  we  had  much  bad  weather* 

When  we  arriveddn  the  river,  the  captain 
$vas  as  good  as  his  word,  and  allowed  me  to 
fearch  the  bag  for  the  governour's  letters.  I 
could  not  find  a  fingle  one  with  my  name 
written  on  it,  as  committed  to  my  care  ;  but 
I  felected  fix  or  feven,  which  I  judged,  from 
the  direction,  to  be  thofe  that  were  intended 
for  me  ;  particularly  one  to  Mr.  Bafket,  the 
King's  printer,  and  another  to  a  flationer, 
who  was  the  firft  perfon  I  called  upon.  I  de- 
livered him  the  letter  as  coming  from  Gover- 
nour  Keith.  "  I  have  no  acquaintance  (faid 
he)  with  any  fuch  perfon  ;'*  and  opening  the 
letter,  "  Oh,  it  is  from  Riddlefden  i"  he  ex- 
claimed. "  I  have  lately  discovered  him  to 
be  a  very  arrant  knave,  and  I  wifh  to  have 
nothing  to  do  either  with  him  or  his  letters," 
He  inflantly  put  the  latter  into  my  hand,  turn* 
ed  upon  his  heel,  and  left  me  to  ferve  fome 
cuflomers. 

I  was  aftonifhed  at  finding  thefe  letters  were 
not  from  the  Governour*      Reflecting    and 
putting  circumftances  together,  I  then  begau 
v 
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to  doubt  his  fin^erky.  I  rejoined  my  friend" 
Denham,  and  related  the  whole  affair  to  him* 
He  let  me  at  once  into  Keith's  character,  told 
me  there  was  not  the  leafl:  probability  of  his 
having  written  a  fmgle  letter  ;  that  no  one 
who  knew  him  ever  placed  any  reliance  on 
him,  andJaughed  at  my  credulity  in  fuppof- 
ing  that  the  Governour  would  give  me  a  let- 
ter of  credit,  when  he  had  no  credit  for  him- 
fel£  As  I  mowed  fome  uneafinefs  refpe&ing 
what  ftep  I  mould  take,  he  advifed  me  to  try 
to  get  employment  in  the  houfe  of  fome  prin- 
ter. You  may  there,  faid  he,  improve  your- 
felf  in  bufmefs,  and  you  will  be  able  to  fettle 
yourfelf  the  more  advantageoufly  when  yoa^ 
return  to  America/- 

We  knew  already,  as  well  as  the  flationer^ 
attorney  Riddlefden  to  be  a  knave.  He  had- 
nearly  ruined  the  father  of  Mifs  Read,  by 
drawing  him  in  to  be  his  fecurity.  We  learn- 
ed from  his  letter,  that  he  was  fecretly  carry- 
ing on  an  intrigue,  in  concert  with  the  Gov- 
ernour, to  the  prejudice  of  Mr.  Hamilton, 
who  it  was  fuppofed  would  by  ftiis  time  be  iw 
Europe.  Denham,  who  was  Hamilton's 
friend,  was  of  opinion  that  he  ought  to  be 
acquainted  with  it  ;  and  in  reality,  the  inftant 
he  arrived  in  England,  which  was  very  foon 
after,  I  waited  on  him,  and,  as  much  from 
good-will  to  him  as  from  refentment  againfi 
the  Governour,  put  the  letter  into  his  hands. 
He  thanked  me  very  flncerely,  the  information: 
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it' contained  being  of  confequence  to  him  y 
and  from  that  moment  bef«:owed  on  me  his 
friendfhip,  which  afterwards  proved  on  many 
©ccafions  Serviceable  to  me. 

But  what  are  we  to  think  of  a  Governour 
who  could  play  fo  fcurvy  a  trick,  and  thus 
grofsly  deceive  a  poor  young  lad,  wholly  des- 
titute of  experience  ?  It  was  a  practice  with 
him.  Wifhing  to  pleafe  every  body,  and 
having  little  to  beftow,  he  was  lavifh  of  prom- 
ifes.  He  was  in  other  refpe&s  fenfible  and 
judicious,  a  very  tolerable  writer,  and  a  good 
'Governour  for  the  people  ;  though  not  fo  for 
the  proprietaries,  whole  initru&ions  he  fre- 
quently difregarded.  Many  of  our  befl  laws 
were  his  work,  and  eflablifhed  during  his  ad- 
miniftration. 

Ralph  and  I  were  infeparable  companions. 
We  took  a  lodging  together  at  three-and-fix- 
pence  a  week,  which  was  as  much  as  we  could 
afford.  He  met  with  fome  relations  in  Lon- 
don, but  they  were  poor  and  not  able  to  aiTifl 
•him.  He  now,  for  the  first  time,  informed 
me  of  his  intention  to  remain  in  England,  and 
that  he  had  no  thoughts  of  ever  returning  to 
Philadelphia.  He  was  totally  without  money  j 
the  little  he  had  been  abk  to  raife  having  bare- 
ly fufficed  for  his  patTage.  I  had  ftill  fifteen 
piftoles  remaiuing  ;  and  to  me  he  had  from 
time  to  time  recourfc,  while  he  tried  to  get 
employment. 
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At  firft,  believing  himfelf  pofTefled  of  tal- 
ents for  the  flage,  he  thought  of  turning  ae^ 
tor  ;  but  Wilkes,  to  whom  he  applied,  frank- 
ly advifed  him  to  renounce  the  idea,  as  it  was 
jmpomble  to  fucceed.  He  next  propofed  to 
Roberts,  a  book- feller  in  Paternofter-Row,  to 
write  a  weekly  paper  in  the  manner  of  the 
Spectator,  upon  terms  to  which  Roberts  would 
not  liften.  Laflly,  he  endeavoured  to  pro- 
cure employment  as  a  copyift,  and  applied  to 
the  lawyers  and  ftationers  about  the  Temple  , 
but  he  could  find  no  vacancy. 

As  to  myfelf,  I  immediately  got  engaged  at 
Palmer's,  at  that  time  a  noted  printer  in  Bar- 
tholomew Clofe,  with  whom  I  continued  near- 
ly a  year.  I  applied,  very  affiduouily  to  my 
work  ;  but  I  expended -with  Ralph  almoft  all 
that  I  earned*  Piays,  and  other  places  of 
amufement  which  we  frequented  together, 
having  exhaufted  my  piftoles,  we  lived  after 
this  from  hand  to  mouth.  He  appeared  to 
have  entirely  forgotten  his  wife  and  child,  as 
I  alfo,  by  degrees,  forgot  my  engagements 
with  Mtfs  Read,  to  ^hoin  I  never  wrote  more 
than  one  letter,  and  that  merely  to  inform 
her  that  I  was  not  likely  to  return  foon, 
This  was  another  grand  errour  of  my  life, 
which  I  mould  be  defirous  of  correcting,  were 
I  to  begin  my  career  again. 

I  was  employed  at  Palmer's  on  the  fecond 
edition  of  Woolafton's  Religion  of  Nature. 
Sorne  of  his  arguments  appearing   tome  Jiot 


?RANKLIN?S    LltE*  ff 

£o  d£  well  founded,  I  wrote  a  fmall  metaphys- 
ical treatife,  in  which  I  animadverted  on  thole 
paffages.  It  was  entitled,  a  Diflertation  on 
Liberty  and  Neceffity,  Pleafure  and  Pain.  I 
dedicated  it  to  my  friend  Ralph,  and  printed 
a  fmall  number  of  copies.  Palmer,  upon  this* 
treated  me  with  more  consideration,  and  re- 
garded me  as  a  young  man  of  talents  ;  though 
he  ferioufly  took  me  to  talk  for  the  principles 
of  my  pamphlet,  which  ha  looked  upon  as 
abominable.  The  printing  of  this  work  was 
another  errour  of  my  life, 

While  I  lodged  in  Little  Britain  I  formed 
acquaintance  with  a  bookfellcr  of  the  name  of 
"Wilcox,  whofe  (lore  was  next  door  to  me* 
Circulating  libraries  were  not  then  in  ufe. 
He  had  an  immenfe  collection  of  books  of  all 
forts.  We. agreed  that,  for  a  reafonable  ret- 
ribution, of  which  I  have  now  forgotten  the> 
price,  I  fhould  have  free  accefs  to  his  library, 
and  take  what  books  I  pleafed,  which  I  was 
to  return  when  I  had  read  them.  I  consider- 
ed this-  agreement  as  a  very  great  advantage  > 
and  I  derived  from  it  as  much  benefit  as  was 
in  my  power. 

My  pamphlet  falling  into  the  hands  of  a 
furgeon,  of  the  name  of  Lyons,  author  of  a 
book  entitled,  Infallibility  of  Human  Judg^ 
rnent,  was  the  occafion  of  a  considerable  in- 
timacy between  us.  He  exprefTed  great  ef~ 
teem  for  me,  came  frequently  to  fee  me  in  or- 
der to  converfe  upon  metaphyseal  fubjectsy 
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and  introduced  me  to  Dr.  Mandeville,  anther 
of  the  Fable  of  Bees,  who  had  instituted  as 
club  at  a  tavern  in  Cheapfide,  of  which  he 
was  the  foul  ;  he  was  a  facetious  and  very 
amufing  chara&er.  He  alfo  introduced  me, 
at  Bafton's  coffee  houfe,  to  Dr.  Pemberton, 
who  promifed  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  Sir  liaac  Newton,  which  I  very  ardent- 
ly defired  ;  but  he  never  kept  his  word. 

I  had  brought  fome  curiofities  with  me  from 
America  ;  the  principal  of  which  was  a  purfe 
made  of  afbeftos,  which  fire  only  purifies. 
Sir  Hans  Sloane  hearing  of  it,  called  upon  me, 
and  invited  me  to  his  houfe  in  Bloomfoury 
fiquare,  where,  after  fhowing  me  every  thing 
that  was  curious,,  he  prevailed  on  me  to  add 
this  piece  to  his  collection  \  for  which  he  paid 
me  very  handfomely. 

There  lodged  in  the  fame  houfe  with  us  a 
young  woman,  a  millener,  who  had  a  fhop  by 
the  fide  of  the  Exchange.  Lively  and  fenfi- 
ble,  and  having  received  an  education  fome- 
what  above  her  rank,  her  converfation  was  ve- 
ry agreeable.  Ralph  read  plays  to  her  every 
evening.  They  became  intimate.  She  took 
another  lodging,  and  he  followed  her.  They 
lived  for  fome  time  together  ;  but  Ralph  be- 
ing without  employment,  me  having  a  child, 
and  the  profits  of  her  bufinefs  not  fufficing  for 
the  maintenance  of  three,  he  refolved  to  quit 
London  and  try  a  country  fchool,  This  wa3 
a  plan  in  which  he  thought  himfelf  likely  to 
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fucceed,  as  he  wrote  a  fine  hand,  and  was 
verfed  in  arithmetic  and  accompts.  But  con- 
fiderfngthe  office  as  beneath  him,  and  expect- 
ing fome  day  to  make  a  better  figure  in  the 
world,  when  he  fhould  be  afhamed  of  its  be- 
ing known  that  he  had  exercifed  a  profeffien 
fo  little  honourable,  he  changed  his  name,  and 
did  me  the  honour  of  aiTuming  mine.  He 
wrote  to  me  foon  after  his  departure,  inform- 
ing me  that  he  was  fettled  at  a  fmall  village 
in  Berkfiaire..      In  his  letter  he  recommended 

Mrs.  T ,  the  millener,  to  my  care,  and  re- 

quelled  an  anfwer,  directed  to  Mr.  Franklin ,, 
fchool  matter,  at  N .. 

He  continued  to  write   to   me    frequently ?v 
fending  me  large  fragments  of  an  epic  poem 
he  was  compofmg,    and  which  he  requefted 
me  to  criticife  and  correct..    I  did  fo,but  not 
without   endeavouring  to   prevail  on  him  to> 
renounce  this  purfuit.     Young  had  juft  pub- 
limed  one  of  his  Satires.      I  copied  and  fent 
him  a  great  part  of  it  ;  in  which   the  author 
demonstrates-  the  folly  of  cultivating  the  Muf- 
es,  from  the  hope,  by  the.ir  inftrumentality,  of 
riling  hi  the  world.     It  was  all  to  no  purpofe  ;, 
paper  after  paper  of  his  poem  continued  to  ar- 
rive every  poit. 

Meanwhile  Mrs.  T  having- loft,  on  his 

account,  both  her  friends  and  her  bufinefs, 
wa>  frequently  in  diflrefs.  In  this  dilemma 
fhe  had  recourfe  tome  ;  and  to  extricate  her 
from  her  difficulties,  I  lent  her  all  the  rnone^r 


7$  FRANKLIN^  LIF2.- 

J  could  fpare;  I  felt  a  little  too  much  fond- 
nefs  for  her.  Having  at  that  time  no  ties  of 
religion,  and  taking  advantage  of  her  necef- 
fitous  fituation,  I  attempted  liberties  (another 
errour  of  my  life)  which  me  repelled  with  be-* 
coming  indignation.  She  informed  Ralph  of 
my  conduct  ;  and  the  affair  occafioned  a 
breach  between  us.  When  he  returned  to 
London,  he  gave  me  to  underftand  that  he 
confidered  all  the  obligations  he  owed  me  as 
annihilated  by  this  proceeding  ;  whence  I 
concluded  that  I  was  never  to  expecYthe  pay- 
ment of  what  money  I  had  lent  him,  or  ad- 
vanced on  his  account.  I  was  the  lefs  afflict- 
ed at  this,  as  he  was  unable  to  pay  me  ;  and 
as,  by  lofing  his  friend  (hip,  I  was  relieved  at 
the  fame  time  from  a  very  heavy  burden. 

I  now  began  to  think  of  laying  by  fome 
money.  The  printing- houfe  of  Watts,  near 
Lincoln's  Inn- Fields,  being  a  (till  more  con- 
siderable one  than  that  in  which  I  worked,  it 
was  probable  I  might  find  it  more  advanta- 
geous to  be  employed  there.  I  offered  my- 
fell,  and  was  accepted  ;  and  in-  this  houfe  I 
continued  during  the  remainder  of  my  (lay  in 
London. 

On  my  entrance,  I  worked  at  firffc  as  a  preff- 
man,  conceiving  that  I  had  need  of  bodily 
exercife,  to  which  I  had  been  accultomej  in 
America,  where  the  Printers  work  alternately 
as  compofitors  and  at  the  press.  I  drank 
nothing  but  water.      The  other' "workmen 'to 
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the  number  of -about  fifty,  were  great  drink- 
ers of  beer.  I  carried  occasionally  a  large 
form  of  letters  in  each  hand,  up  and  down 
ftairs,  while  the  reft  employed  both  hands  to 
carry  one.  They  were  furprifed  to  fee,  by 
this  and  many  other  examples,  that  the  Ameri- 
can Aquatic^  as  they  ufed  to  call  me,  was 
Wronger  than  thofe  who  drank  porter.  The 
beer  boy  hid  fufficient  employment  during  the 
whole  day  in  ferving  that  houfe  alone.  My 
fellow  prefTm an  drank  every  day  a  pint  of  beer 
before  breakfaft,  a  pint  with  bread  and  cheefe 
for  breakfafl,  one  between  breakfaft  and  din- 
ner, one  at  dinner,  one  again  about  fix  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  another  after  he  had  Sn- 
iffled his  day's  work.  This  cuffom  appeared 
to  me  abominable  ;  but  he  had  need,  faid  he, 
of  all  this  beer,  in  order  to  acquire  ftrength  to 
work. 

I  endeavoured  to  convince  him  that  bodily 
ftrength  furnifhed  by  the  beer,  could  only  be 
in  proportion  to  the  folid  part  of  the  barley  dif- 
folved  in  the  water  of  which  the  beer  was 
compofed ;  that  there  was  a  larger  portion 
of  flour  in  a  penny  loaf,  and  that  confequent- 
]y  if  he  eat  this  loaf,  and  drank  a  pint  of  wa- 
ter with  it,  he  would  derive  more  flrength 
from  it  than  from  a  pint  of  beer.  This  rea- 
soning, however,  did  not  prevent  him  from 
drinking  his  accuflomed  quantity  of  beer,  and 
paying  every  Saturday  night  a  fcore  of  four  or 
five  millings  a  week  for  this  curfed  beverage  j 
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an  expenfe  from  which  I  was  wholly  exempt.* 
Thus  do  thefe  poor  devils  continue  all  their 
lives  in  a  (late  of  voluntary  wretchednefs  and 
.poverty. 

At  the  end  of  a  few  weeks,  Watts  having 
occafion  for  me  above  ftairs  as  a  compofitor, 
I  quitted  the  prefs.  The  compositors  demand- 
ed of  me  garnim-money  afrefh.  This  I  con- 
fidered  as  an  impofition,  having  already 
paid  below.  rlhe  mailer  was  of  the 
fame  opinion,  and  defired  me  not  to  comply. 
I  thus  remained  two  ^r  three  weeks  out  of 
the  fraternity.  I  was  confequently  looked 
upon  as  excommunicated  ;  and  whenever  I 
was  abfent,  no  little  trick  that  malice  could 
fugged:  v  as  left  unpracliced  upon  me.  I  found 
my  letters  mixed,  my  pages  tranfpofed,  my 
matter  broken,  &c.  &c.  all  which  was  attribut- 
ed to  the  fpirit  that  haunted  the  chapel,*  and 
tormented  thofe  who  were  not  regularly  ad- 
mitted. I  was  at  lad  obliged  to  fubmit  to  pay, 
notwithstanding  the  protection  of  the  matter  ; 
convinced  of  the  folly  of  not  keping  up  a 
good  undemanding  with  thofe  among  whom 
we  are  deflined  to  live. 

After  this  I  lived  in  the  utmoit  harmony 
with  my  fellow  labourers,  and  foon  acquired 
considerable  influence  among  them.  I  pro- 
pofed  fome  alterations  in  the  laws  of  the  chap- 

*  Printing-houses  in  general  are  thus  denominated 
by  the  workmen  j  the  sfiitit  they  call  by  the  name  of 
Jiatfih. 
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el,  which  I  carried  without  opposition,  My 
example  prevailed  with  feveral  of  them  to  re- 
nounce their  abominable  practice  of  bread 
and  cheefe  with  beer  ;  and  they  procured, 
like  me,  from  a  neighbouring  houfe,  a  good 
baibn  of  warm  gruel,  in  which  was  a  fmall 
ilic«  of  butter,  with  toafted  bread  and  nut- 
meg. This  was  a  much  better  breakfait, 
which  did  not  coft  more  than  a  pint  of  beer, 
namely,  three-half-pence,  and  at  the  fame 
time  preserving  the  head  clearer.  Thofe  who 
continued  to  gorge  themfelvgs  with  beer,  of- 
ten loft  their  credit  with  the  publican,  from 
neglecting  to  pay  their  fcore.  They  had  then, 
recourfe  to  me,  to  become  furety  for  them  ; 
their  light,  as  they  u fed  to  call  it,  being  cut. 
I  attended  at  the  pay-table  every  Saturday  eve- 
ning, to  tske  up  the  little  fum  which  I  had 
made  niyfeif  anfwerable  for  ;  and  which  fome- 
times  amounted  to  nearly  thirty  millings  a 
week. 

This  circumftancej  added  to  my  reputation 
of  being  a  tolerable  good  gabber,  or,  in  other 
words,  fkilful  in  the  art  of  burlefque,  kept  up 
my  importance  in  the  chapel.  I  had  befidds 
recommended  myfelf  to  the  efleem  of  my 
mailer  by  my  afftduous  application  to  bufmefs, 
never  observing  Saint  Monday.  My  extra- 
ordinary quicknefs  in  compofmg,  always  pro- 
cured me  fuch  work  as  was  moil  urgent,  and 
which  is  commonly  belt  paid  ;  and  thus  my 
trme  paffed  away  in  a  very  pleafant  manner 

G2 
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My  lodging  in  Little  Britain  being  too  far 
from  the  printing  houfe,  I  took  another  in 
Duke-ftreet,  oppofite  the  Roman  Chapel.  It 
was  at  the  back  of  an  Italian  warehoufe.  The 
houfe  was  kept  by  a  widow,  who  had  a  daugh- 
ter, a  fervant,  and  a  fhop  boy  ;  but  the  latter 
flept  out  of  the  houfe.  After  fending  to  the 
people  with  whom  I  lodged  in  Little  Britain, 
to  inquire  into  my  character,  fhe  agreed  to> 
take  me  in  at  the  fame  price,  three-and-fix- 
pence  a  week  ;  contenting  herfelf,  fhe  faid, 
with  fo  little,  becaufe  of  the  fecurity  me  would 
derive,  as  they  were  all  women,  from  having  a. 
man  lodge  in  the  houfe. 

She  was  a  woman  rather  advanced  in.  life, 
the  daughter  of  a  clergyman.  She  had  been* 
educated  a  Proteflant  ;  but  her  hufband, 
whofe  memory  fhe  highly  revered,  had  coa^ 
verted  her  to  the  Catholic  religion.  She 
had  lived  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  perfons. 
of  diftin&ion  m>  of  whom  fh#  knew  various, 
anecdotes  as  far  back  as  the'tfme  of  Charles 
II.  Being  fubject  to  fits  of  the  gout,  which 
often  confined  her  to  her  room,  fhe  was  fome- 
time?  difpofed  to  fee  company.  Hers  was  fo> 
amufing  to  me,  that  I  was  glad  to  pafs  the 
evening  with  her  as  often  as  fhe  defired  it.. 
Our  fupper  confifted  only  of  half  an  anchovy 
a  piece,  upon  a  flice  of  bread  and  butter,  with; 
half  a  pint  of  ale  between  us.  But  the  entex- 
^inm<?»t  was  in  her  conversion*. 
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The  early  hours  I  kept,  and  the  little  trou- 
ble I  occadoned  in  the  family,  made  her  loth- 
to  part  with  me  ;  and  when  I  mentioned  an- 
other lodging  I  had  found,  nearer  the  print- 
ing-houfe,  at  two  millings  a  week,  which  fell 
in  with  my  plan  of  faving  ;  (he  perfuaded  me 
to  give  it  up,  making  herfelf  an  abatement  of 
two  millings  ;  and  thus  I  concluded  to  lodge 
with  her,  during  the  remainder  of  my  abode 
in  London,  at  eighteen-pence  a  week. 

In  a  garret  of  the  houfe,  there  lived,  in  the 
mod  retired  manner,  a  lady  feventy  years  of 
age,  of  whom  I  received  the  following  account 
from  my  landlady.  She  was  a  Roman  Cath- 
olic. In  her  early  years  me  had  been  fent  to 
the  continent,  and  entered  a  convent  with  the 
defign  of  becoming  a  nun  ;  but  the  climate 
not  agreeing  with  her  con  dilution,  me  was 
obliged  to  return  to  England,  where,  as  there 
were  no  monaderies,  me  made  a  vow  to  lead 
a  monadic  life,  in  as  rigid  a  manner  as  cir- 
cumdances  would  permit..  She  accordingly 
difpofed  of  all  her  property  to  be  applied  to 
charitable  ufes,  referving  to  herfelf  only  twelve 
pounds  a  year  ;  and  of  this  fmall  pittance  die 
gave  a  part  to  the  poor,  living  on  water  gruel, 
and  never  making  ufe  of  fire  but  to  boil  it. 
She  had  lived  ia  this  garret  many  years,  with- 
out paying  rent  to  the  fucceilive  Catholic  in- 
habitants that  had  kept  the  houfe  ;  who  in- 
deed confidered  her  abode  with  them  as  a 
fekfiing,      &  pried  came  every  day  to  confcf& 
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her.     I  have  afked  her,  faid  my  landlady 
how,  living  as  (he  did,  fhe  could  find  fo  mu<&h 
employment  for  a  confeffor  ?  To  which    fhe 
anfwered,  that  it  was  impofiible  to  avoid  vain 
thoughts. 

I  was  once  permitted  to  vifit  her.     She  wa6 
cheerful  and  polite,  and   her   convcrfation  a- 
greeable.     Her  apartment  was  neat  ;  but  the 
whole  furniture  confifted  of  amatrafs,  a  table, 
on  which  were  a  crucifix  and  a  book,  a  chair,  « 
which  ihe  gave  me  to  fit  on,   and   over  the 
mantle  piece  a  pidure  of^St.   Veronica  dif- 
piaying  her  handkerchief,  on  which  was  fee n 
the   miraculous    impreflion  '  of  the    face  of 
Chrift,  which  ihe  explained  to  me  with  great  ■'- 
gravity.     Her  countenance  was  pale,  but  ihe 
had  never  experienced  ficknefs  j  and  I   may 
adduce  her  as  another  proof  how  little  is  fuf-- 
ficient  to  maintain  life  and  health.    . 

At  the  prmting-houfe  I  contracted  an  inti- 
macy with  a  fenfible  young  man  of  the  name 
of  Wyegate,  who,  as  his  parents  were  in  good  ■ 
circumftances,  had   received  a  better  educa- 
tion than  is  common  with  printers.     He   was 
a  tolerable  Latin  fcholar,  fpoke  French  flu- 
ently, and  was  fond   of  reading.      I   taugfet 
him,  as  well  as  a  friend  of  his,  to  fwim,   by 
taking  them  twice  only   into  the  river  5  after  ' 
which  they  flood  in  need  of  no  farther  affift- 
ance.      We  one  day  made  a  party  to  go  by 
water  to  Chelfea,  in  order  to  fee  the  College, 
and  Don  Soltero's  curiofities#      On  our  re- 
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turn,  at  the  requeft  of  the  company,  whofe 
curiofity  Wyegate  had  excited,  I  undrefied 
myfelf,  and  leaped  into  the  river.  I  fwam, 
from  near  Cheifea  the  whole  way  to  Black- 
friars  Bridge,  exhibiting,  during  my  courfe, 
a  variety  of  feats  of  activity  and  addrefs,  both 
upon  the  furfaee  of  the  water,  as  well  as  tin- 
der it.  This  fight  occafioned  much  aftonifh- 
ment  and  pleafure  to  thofe  to  whom  it  was 
new.  In  my  youth  I  took  great  delight  in 
this  exercife.  I  knew,  and  could  execute,  ali 
the  evolutions  and  pofitions  of  Thevenot ;  and 
I  added  to  them  forne  of  my  own  inventions 
in  which  I  endeavoured  to  unite  gracefulnefs 
and  utility.  I  took  a  pleafuie  in  difplaying 
them  all  on  this  occafion,  and  was  highly 
flattered  with  the  admiration  they  excited. 

Wyegate,  befides  iris  being  defirous  of  per- 
fecting himfelf  in  this  art,  was  the  more  at* 
tached  to  me  from  there  being,  in  other  re- 
fpects,  a  conformity  in  our  taft.es  and  ftudies* 
He  at  length  propofed  to  me  to  make  the  tour 
of  Europe  with  him,  maintaining  ourfelves  at 
the  fame  time  by  working  at  our  profeffion. 
I  was  on  the  point  of  consenting,  when  I  men- 
tioned it  to  my  friend  Denham,  with  whom  I 
was  glad  to  pafs  an  hour  whenever  I  had  leis- 
ure. He  difTuaded  me  from  the  project,  and 
advifed  me  to  return  to  Philadelphia,  which 
he  was  about  to  do  himfelf.  I  mull  relate  in 
this  place  a  trait  of  this  worthy  man's  char- 
acter* 
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He  had  formerly  been  in  bufinefs  at  Bris- 
tol, but  failing,  he  compounded  with  his 
creditors,  and  departed  for  America,  where, 
by  aiTiduous  application  as  a  merchant,  he  ac- 
quired in  a  few  years  a  very  confiderable  for- 
tune. Returning  to  England  in  the  fame  vef- 
fel  with  myfelf,  as  I  have  related  above,  he  in- 
vited all  his  old  creditors  to  a  feaft.  When 
afiembled,  he  thanked  them  for  the  readinefs 
with  which  they  had  received  his  fmall  com- 
pofition  ;  and,  while  they  expected  nothing 
more  than  a  Ample  entertainment,  each  found 
under  his  plate,  when  it  came  to  be  removed, 
a  draft  upon  a  banker  for  the  refidue  of  his 
debt,  with  intereit. 

He  told  me  it  was  his  intention  to  carry 
back  with  him  to  Philadelphia  a  great  quanti- 
ty of  goods,  in  order  to  open  a  ftore  ;  and  he 
offered  to  take  me  with  him  in  the  capacity  of 
clerk,  to  keep  his  books,  in  which  he  would 
inftruc~t  me,  copy  letters,  and  fuperintend  the 
ftore.  He  added,  that,  as  foon  as  I  had  ac- 
quired a  knowledge  of  mercantile  tranfac- 
tions,  he  would  improve  my  fituation,  by  fend- 
ing me  with  a  cargo  of  corn  and  flour  to  the 
American  iflands,  and  by  procuring  me  other 
lucrative  commifiions  -9  fo  that,  with  good 
management  and  economy,  I  might  in  time 
begin  bufinefs  with  advantage  for  myfelf. 

I  relifhed  thefe  propofals.  London  began 
to  tire  me;  the  agreeable  hours  I  had  patted 
£t  Philadelphia  prefented  themfelves  to  my 


FRANKLIN  S    LIFE. 

rfiind,and  I  wifhed  tofee  the m  revive.  I  con- 
fequently  engaged  myfelf  io  Mr.  Denham,  at 
a  falary  of  fifty  pounds  a  year.  This  was  in- 
deed lefs  than  I  earned  as  a  cqmpoiltor,  but 
then  I  had  a  much  fairer  profped.  I  took 
leave,  therefore,  as  I  believed  forever,  of  print- 
ing, and  gave  myfelf  up  entirely  to  my  new 
occupation,  fpending  all  my  time  either  in  go- 
ing from  houfe  to  houfe  with  Mr.  Denham  to 
purchafe.goods,  or  in  packing  them  up,  or  in 
expediting  the  workmen,  &c,  &c.  When 
every  thing,  however,  was  on  board,  I  had  at 
laft  a  few  days  leifure.       , 

During  this  interval,  I  was  one  day  fent  for 
by  a  gentleman,  whom  I  knew  only  by  name. 
It  was  Sir  William  Wyndham,  I  went  to 
his  houfe„  He  had  by  fome  means  heard  of 
my  performances  between  Chelfea  and  Black- 
friars,  and  that  I  had  taught  the  art  of  fwim- 
nirng  to  Wyegate  and  another  young  man^ 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours.  His  two  fons 
were  on  the  point  of  fetting  out  on  their  trav- 
els ;  he  was  defirous  that  they  llrould  previ- 
on  fly  learn  to  fwim,  and  offered-  me  a  very' 
liberal  reward  if  I  would  undertake  to  inftru£t 
them.  They  were  not  yet  arrived  in  town  ; 
and  the  ftay  1  mould  make,  was  uncertain  y 
I -could  not  therefore  accept  his  propofal.  I 
was  led,  however,  to  fuppofe  from  this  inci- 
dent, that  if  I  had  wifhed  to  remain  in  London, 
and  open  a  fwimming-fchool,  I  mould  per- 
haps have  gained  a  great  deal  of  money.    This 
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idea  ftruck  me  fo  forcibly,  that,  had  the  offer 
been  made  fooner,  I  fhould  have  difmhTed  the 
thought  of  returning  as  yet  to  America.  Some 
years  after,  you  and  I  had  a  more  important 
bufinefs  to  fettle  with  one  of  the  fons  of  Sir 
William  Wyndham,  then  Lord  Egremont* 
But  let  us  not  anticipate  events. 

I  thus  palled  about  eighteen  months  in  Lon- 
don, working  almoft  without  intermiffion  at 
my  trade,  avoiding  all  expenfe  on  my  own 
account,  except  going  now  and  then  to  the 
play,  and  purchafing  a  few  books.  But  my 
friend  Ralph  kept  me  poor.  He  owed  me 
about  twenty-feven  pounds,  which  was  fo 
much  money  loft  \  and  when  confidered  as 
taken  from  my  little  favings,  was  a  very  great 
fum.  I  had,  notwithstanding  this,  a  regard 
for  him,  as  he  poffeffed  many  amiable  quali- 
ties. But  though  I  had  done  nothing  for  my- 
felf  in  point  of  fortune,  I  had  increafed  my 
flock  of  knowledge,  either  by  the  many  ex- 
cellent books  I  had  read,  or  the  conversation 
of  learned  and  literary  perfons  with  whom  I 
was  acquainted. 

We  failed  from  Gravefend  the  23d  of  July, 
1726.  For  the  incidents  of  my  voyage  I  refer 
you  to  my  Journal,  where  you  will  find  all 
the  circumftances  minutely  related.  We  land- 
ed at  Philadelphia  the'i  ith  October  following, 

Keith  had  been  deprived  of  his  office  of 
governour,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Major  Gor*. 
don.    I  met  him  walking  in  the  ftreets  as  a 
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private  individual.  He  appeared  a  little  a- 
fhamed  at  feeing  me,  but  patted  on  without 
faying  any  thing. 

I  mould  have  been  equally  afhamed  myfelf 
at  meeting  Mifs  Read,  had  not  her  family, 
juftly  defpairing  of  my  return,  after  reading 
my  letter,  advifed  her  to  give  me  up,  and 
marry  a  potter,  of  the  name  of  Rogers  ;  t(* 
which  fhe  confented  ;  but  lie  never  made  her 
happy,  and  fhe  fooa  feparated  from  him,  re- 
futing to  cohabit  with,  him,  or  even  bear  his 
name,  on  account  of  a  report  which  prevailed, 
of  his  having  another  wife.  His  {kill  in  his 
profeffion  had  feduced  Mifs  Read's  parents  % 
but  he  was  as  bad  a  fubjecl:  as  he  was  excellent 
as  a  workman*  He  involved  himfelf  in  debt, 
and  fled,  in  the  year  1727  or  1728,  to  the 
Weft-Indies,  where  he  died* 

During  my  abfence  Keimer  had  taken  a 
more  considerable  houfe,  m  which  he  kept  a 
mop,  that  was  well  fupplied  with  paper,  and 
various  other  articles.  He  had  procured  fome 
new  types,  and  a  number  of  workmen  ;  among 
whom,  however,  there  was  not  one  who  was 
good  for  any  thing  ;  and  he  appeared  not  to 
want  bufinefs. 

Mr.  Deuham  took  a  warehoufe  in  Water- 
ftreet,  where  we  exhibited  our  commodities. 
I  applied  myfelf  clofely,  ftudied  aceompts,  and 
became  in  a  fhort  time  very  expert  in  trade* 
"We  lodged  and  eat  together.  He  was  fincere* 
ly  attached  to  me,  and  a&ed  towards  me  as  if 
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he  had  been  my  father.      On   my  fide,  I  rc° 
fpec~ted  and   loved   him.      My  fituatkm   was'; 
happy  j  but  it  was  a  happinefs  of  no  long  du- 
ration. 

Early  in  February,  1727,  when T  entered 
into  my  t wen ty-fecond   year,  we   were   both 
taken  ill.      I  was   attacked  with  a  pfentify,  A 
which  had  nearly  carried    me  off^  I  fuffered  I 
terribly,  and  confidered  it  as  all  over  with  me. 
I  felt  indeed  a  fort  of  difappointment  when  I- 
found  myfelf  likely  to  recover,  and  regretted 
that  I  had  flill  to  experience,  fooner  or  later, * 
the  fame  difagreeable  fcene  again.- 

I  have  forgotten  what  was  Mr.  Denham's 
diforder  ;  but  it  was  a  tedious  one,  and  he  at 
1  aft  funk  under  it.  He  left  me'a  fmall  legacy5 
In  his  will,  as  a  teftimony  of  his  friendship  \  - 
and -I  was  once  more  abandoned" to  myfelf  'in-' 
the  wide  world  ;  the  warehoufe  being  confid--' 
ed  to  the  care  of  the  teftamentaiy  executor  ^  - 
who  d i fm i fled  me. 

My  brother-in-law,  Holmes,  who  happened  j 
to  be  at  Philadelphia,  advifed  me  to  return  to  • 
my  former  profeflion,  and  Keimer  offered  me 
a  very  confiderable  falary,*  if  1  woukl  under- 
take the  management  of  his  printing-office., 
that  he  might  devote  himfeif  entirely  to  the 
fuperintendance  of  "his  mop.  His  wife  and  re- 
lations in  London  had  given  me  a  bad  charac- 
ter of  him  ;  and  I  was  loth,  for  the  prefent, 
to  have  any  concern  with  him.  Ivendeavour- 
ed  to  get  employment  as  a  clerk  to  a  meV- 
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,,  chant;  but  not  readily  finding  a  fituation,  I 
was  induced  to  accept  Keimer's  propolal. 
The  following  were,  the  perfons  I  found  in 

■i  his  printing houfe : 

Hugh   Meredith,    a  Pennfylvaiiian,  about 

,  thirtyfive  years- of  age.  He  had  been  brought 
up  to  husbandry,  was  honeft,  fenfible,  had 
fome  experience,  and  was  fond   of  reading  ; 

;  but  too  much  addi&ed  to  drinking. 

Stephen  Potts,  a  young  ruflic,  juft  broke 
from  fchool,  and  of  ruflic  education,  with  en- 
dowments rather  above  the  common  order, 
and  a  competent  portion  of  underflanding 
and  gaity  ;  but  a  little  idle.  Keimer  had  en- 
gaged thefe  two  at  very  low  wages,  which  he 
fcad  promifed  toraife  every  three  months  one 
milling  a  week,  provided  their  improvement 
in  the  typographic  art  mould  merit  it.  This 
future  increafe  of  wages  was  the  bait  he  made 
ufe  of  to  enfnare  them.  Meredith  was  to 
work  at  the  prefs,  and  Potts  to  bind  books, 
which  he  had  engaged  to  teach  them,  though 
he  underftood  neither  himfelf. 

John  Savage,  an-  Irifhman,  who  had  been 
brought  up  to  no  trade,  and  whofe  fervice, 
for  a  period  of  four  years,  Keimer  had  pur- 
chafed  of  the  captain  of  a  fhio.  He  was  alfo 
to  be  a  preiTman. 

George  Webb,  an  Oxfordfhire  fcholar, 
whofe  time  he  had  in  like  manner  bought  for 
four  years,  intending  him  for  a  comp©fitor. 
I  (hall  fpeak  more  of  him  prefently. 
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Laftly,  David  Harry,  a  country   lad,  who 
was  apprenticed  to  him* 

I  foon  perceived  that  Keimer's  intention, 
in  engaging  me  at  a  price  fo  much  above 
what  he  was  accuftome4  to  give,  was,  that  I 
might  form  all  thefe  raw  journeymen,  and  ap- 
prentices, who  fcarcely  -coft  him  any  thing, 
and  who,  being  indentured,  would,  as  foon  as 
they  mould  be  fuiEciently  inflructed,  enable 
him  to  do  without  me.  1  neverthelefs  adher- 
ed to  my  agreement.  I  put  the  oiBcc  in  or- 
der, which  was  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  and 
brought  his  people,  by  degrees,  to  pay  atten- 
tion to  their  work,  and  to  execute  it  in  a  more 
mafterly  manner. 

It  was  fingular  to  fee  an  Oxford  fcholar  in 
the  condition  of  a  purchafed  fervant.  He 
was  not  more  than  eighteen  years  of  age  ; 
and  the  following  are  the  particulars  he  gave 
meofhimfelf.  Born  at  Gloucefter,  he  had 
been  educated  at  a  grammar  fchool,  and  had 
diltinguifhed  himfelf  among  the  fcholars  by 
his  fuperiour  ftyle  of  acting,  when  they  rep- 
resented dramatic  performances.  He  was 
member  of  a  literary  club  in  the  town  ;  and 
feme  pieces  of  his  compofition,  in  prole  aswell 
as  in  verfe,  had  been  inferted  in  the  Gloucef- 
ter pappis.  From  hence  he  was  fent  to  Ox- 
ford, where  he  remained  about  a  year  ;  but 
he  was  not  contented,  and  wiflied  above  all 
things  to  fee  London,  and  become  an  ador. 
M  length,  having  received   fifteen  guineas  to 
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pay  his  quarter's  board,  he  decamped  with 
the  money  from  Oxford,  hid  his  gown  in  a 
hedge,  and  travelled  to  London.  There,  hav- 
ing no  friend  to  direct  him,  he  fell  into  bad 
company,  foon  Squandered  his  fifteen  guineas, 
could  find  no  way  of  being  introduced  to  the 
a&ors,  became  contemptible,  pawned  his 
clothes,  and  was  in  want  of  bread*  As  he 
was  Walking  along  the  itreets  almoft  famifhed 
with  hunger,  and  not  knowing  what  to  do,  a 
recruiting  bill  was  put  into  his  hand,  which 
offered  an  immediate  treat  and  bounty-money 
to  whoever  was  difpofed  to  ferve  in  America. 
He  inftantly  repaired  to  the  houfe  of  rendez- 
vous, enliiled  himfelf*  was  put  on  board  a 
fhip  and  conveyed  to  America,  without  ever 
writing  to  inform  his  parents  what  was  become 
of  him.  His  mental  vivacity,  and  good  natu- 
ral difpofition,  made  him  an  excellent  com- 
panion ;  but  he  was  indolent,  thoughtlefs, 
and  to  the  lad  degree  imprudent. 

John,  the  Iriihman,  foon  ran  away.  I  be- 
gan to  live  very  agreeably  with  the  reft.  They 
refpefted  me,  and  the  more  fo  as  they  found 
Keimer  incapable  of  inftru&ing  them,  and  as 
they  learned  fomething  from  me  every  day. 
We  never  worked  on  a  Saturday,  it  being 
Keimer's  fabbath  y  fo  that  I  had  two  days  a 
week  for  reading. 

I  increafed  my  acquaintance  with  perfons  of 
knowledge  and  information  in  the  town.  Kei- 
raer  himfclf  treated  me  with  great  civility  and 

Ha. 
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apparent  efteem  ;  and  I  had  nothing  to  give 
me  uneafinefs  but  my  debt  to  Vernon,  which  I 
was  unable  to  pay,  my  favings  as  yet  being 
very  little.  He  had  the  goodnefs,  however, 
not  to  afk  me  for  the  money. 

Our  prefs  was  frequently  in  want  of  the 
neceffary  quantity  of  letter  ;  and  there  was  no 
fuch  trade  as  that  of  letter-founder  in  Amen* 
ca.  I  had  feen  the  practice  of  this  art  at  the 
houfe  of  James,  in  London  ;  but  had  at  the 
fame  time  paid  it  very  little  attention.  I  how- 
ever contrived  to  fabricate  a  mould.  I  made 
ufe  of  fuch  letters  as  we  had  for  punches, 
founded  new  letted  of  lead  in  matrices  of 
«lay,  and  thus  fupplied,  in  a  tolerable  man- 
ner, the  wants  that  were  moft  preffing. 

I  alfo,  upon  occafion,  engraved  various*  or- 
naments, made  ink,  gave  an  eye  to  the  fhop  ; 
in  fhort  I  was  in  every  refpecl:  the  factotum. 
But  ufeful  as  I  made  rnyfelf,  I  perceived  that 
my  fervices  became  every  day  of  lefs  impor- 
tance, in  proportion  as  the  other  men  improv- 
ed 5  and  when  Keimer  paid  me  my  fecond 
quarter's  wages,  he  gave  me  to  underftand 
that  they  were  too  heavy,  and  that  he  thought 
I  ought  to  make  an  abatement.  He  became 
by  degrees  lefs  civil,  and  afTumed  more  the 
tone  of  mafter.  He  frequently  found  fault, 
^ras  difficult  to  pleafe,  and  feemed  always  on 
the  point  of  coming  to  an  open  quarrel  with 
Sne, 
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I  continued,  however,  to  bear  it  patiently, 
conceiving  that  his  ill- humour  was  partly  oc* 
cafioned  by  the  derangement  and  embarraiT- 
ment  of  his  affairs.  -At  laft  a  flight  incident 
broke  our  connection.  Hearing  a  noife  in  the 
neighbourhood,  I  put  my  head  out  of  the  win- 
dow  to  fee  what  was  the  matter.  Keimer  be- 
ing in  the  ftreet,  obferved  me,  and  in  a  loud 
and  angry  tone  told  me  to  mind  my  work  ; 
adding  fome  reproachful  words,  which  piqued 
me  the  more  as  they  were  uttered  in  the  ftreet ; 
and  the  neighbours,  whom  the  fame  noife  had 
attracted  to  the  windows,  were  vtitneffes  of 
the  manner  in  which  I  was  treated.  He  im- 
mediately came  up  to  the  printing-room,  and 
continued  to  exciaim  againft  me.  The  quar- 
rel became  warm  on  both  fides,  and  he  gave 
me  notice  to  quit  him  at  the  expiration  of 
three  months,  as  had  been  agreed  between  usp 
regretting  that  he  was  obliged  to  give  me  fo 
long  a  term.  I  told  him  that  his  reeret  was 
fuperfluous,  as  I  was  ready  to  quit  him  in- 
ftantly  ;  and  I  took  my  hat  and  came  out  of 
the  houfe,  begging  Meredith  to  take  care  of 
fome  things  which  I  left,  and  bring  them  to 
my  lodgings. 

Meredith  came  to  me  in  the  evening.  We 
talked  for  fome  time  upon  the  quarrel  that 
had  taken  place.  He  had  conceived  a  great 
veneration  for  me,  and  was  forry  I  mould  quit 
the  houfe  while  he  remained  in  it.  He  dif- 
fuaded  me  from  returning  to  my  native  couu- 
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try,  as  I  began  to   think  of  doing.      He   re- 
minded me  that  Keimer  owed  more  than  he* 
pOiTefTed  ;    that   his    creditors  began    to   be 
alarmed  ;  that  he  kept  his  ihop  in  a  wretched 
ftate,  often  felling  things  at  prime  coil  for  the 
fake  of  ready  money,  and  continually  giving' 
credit  without  keeping  any  accounts  ;  that  of 
coniequence  he  muft  very   foon   fail,  which" 
would  occafion  a  vacancy  from  which  I  might 
derive  advantage.      I  objected  my   want   oP 
money.      Upon   which  he  informed  me  that' 
his  father  had  a  very  high  opinion  of 'me,  and, 
from  a  converfation  that  had  pafled   between 
them,   he   was   fure  that  he  would  advance 
whatever  might  be  neceflary  to  eftablifh  us,  if' 
I  was  willing  to  enter  into  partnerfhip   with 
him.     "  My  time  with    Keimer/'  added  her 
"  will  beat  an  end  next  fpring.     In  the  mean 
time  we  may  fend  to   London  for  our  prefs 
and  types.     I  know  that  I  am  no  workman-; 
but  if  you  agree  to  the  propofal,  your   (kill 
in  the  bufinefs  will  be  balanced  by  the  capital 
I  will'  furnifh,  and   we  will  fhare  the   profits 
equally."     His  propofal  was  reafonable,  and 
I  fell  in  with  it.     His  father,  who  was  then  in 
the  town,  approved  of  iu      He  knew   that  I* 
had  fome  afcendency  over  his  fon,   as  I   had 
been  able  to  prevail  on  him  to  abftain  a  long 
time  from  drinking  brandy  ;    and  he   hoped 
that  when  more  clofely  connected  with  him,  I 
mould  cure  him  entirely  of  this  unfortunate 
habit.  . fl    ' 
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I  gave  the  father  a  lift  of  what  it  would  be 
neceffary  to  import  from  London.  He  took 
it  to  a  merchant,  and  the  order  was  given. 
We  agreed  to  keep  the  fecr-et  till  the  arrival 
of  the  materials,  and  I  was  in  the  mean  time 
to  procure  work,  if  poffible,  in  another  print- 
ing houfe  ;  but  there  was  no  place  vacant,  and 
I  remained  idle.  After  fome  days,  Keimer 
having  the  expectation  of  being  employed  to 
print  feme  New-Jerfey  money-bills,  that  would 
require  types  and  engravings  which  I  only 
could  furnifh,  and  fearful  that  Bradford,  by 
engaging  me,  might  deprive  him  of  the  un- 
dertaking, fent  me  a  very  civil  mefTage,  telling 
me  that  old  friends  ought  not  to  be  difunited 
on  account  of  a  few  words  which  were  the 
effect  only  of  a  momentary  pafiion,  and  invit* 
ing  me  to  return  to  him.  Meredith  perfuad- 
ed  me  to  comply  with  the  invitation,  particu- 
larly as  it  would  afford  him  more  opportuni- 
ties of  improving  himfelf  in  the  bufinefs  by 
means  of  my  inftructions.  I  did  fo,  and  we 
lived  upon  better  terms  than  before  our  fepa- 
tion. 

He  obtainea  the  New-Jerfey  bufinefs  ;  and, 
in  order  to  execute  it,  I  conftru&ed  a  copper- 
plate printing-prefs  5  the  firft  that  had  been 
£een  in  the  country.  I  engraved  various  or- 
naments and  vignettes  for  the  bills  ;  and  we 
repaired  to  Burlington  together,  where  I  exe- 
cuted the  whole  to  the  general  fatisfaction  ; 
and  he  received  a  fum  of  money  for  this  worL> 
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which  enabled  him  to  keep  his   head  above 
water  for  a  confiderable  time  longer. 

At  Burlington,  I  formed  acquaintance  with 
the  principal  perionages  of  the  province  ;  many 
of  whom  were  commifSoned  by  the  aflembly 
to  fuperintend  the  prefs,  and  to  fee  that  no 
more  bills  were  printed  than  the  law  had  pre- 
scribed. Accordingly  they  were  conftantly 
with  us,  each  in  his  turn  ;  and  he  that  came 
commonly  brought  with  him  a  friend  or  two 
to  bear  him  company.  My  mind  was  more 
jcultivated  by  reading  than  Keimer's  ;  and  it 
was  for  this  reafon,  probably,  that  they  fet 
more  value  on  my  converfation.  They  took 
me  to  their  houfes,  introduced  me  to  their 
friends  and  treated  me  with  the  greateft  civili- 
ty ;  while  Keimer  though  mailer,  faw  himfelf 
a  little  neglected.  He  was,  in  fa&,  a  ft  range 
animal,  ignorant  of  the  common  modes  of  life, 
apt  to  oppofe  with  rudenefs  generally  received 
opinions,  an  enthufiaft  in  certain  points  of  re- 
ligion, difguftingly  unclean  ia  his  perfon,  and 
a  little  knavifti  withal. 

We  remained  there  nearly  three  months  f 
and  at  the  expiration  of  this  period  I  could 
include  in  the  lift  of  my  friends,  Judge  Allen, 
Samuel  Buflil,  fecretary  of  the  province,  Ifaac 
Pearfon,  jofeph  Cooper,  feveral  of  the  Smiths, 
all  members  of  the  aflembly,  and  Ifaac  Dea- 
con, infpe&or  general.  Thelaft  was  a  fhrewd 
and  fubtle  old  man.  He  told  me,  that,  when 
3,  boy,  his  firft  employment  had  been  that  ojf 
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carrying  clay  to  brick-makers  f  that  he  did 
not  learn  to  write  till  he  was  fo  me  what  ad- 
vanced in  life  ;  that  he  was  afterwards  em- 
ployed as  an  underling  to  a  furveyor,  who 
taught  him  his  trade,  and  that  by  induftry  he 
had  at  laffi  acquired  a  competent  fortune.  "  I 
forefee,"  faid  he  one  day  to  rae,  "  that  you 
will  foon  fupplant  this  man,"  fpeaking  of  Kei- 
mer,  "  and  get  a  fortune  in  the  bufmefs  at 
Philadelphia."  He  was  totally  igsorant  at  the 
time,  of  my  intention  of  eftabli/hing  myfelf 
there,  or  any  where  elfe,  Thefe  friends 
were  very  ferviceable  to  me  in  the  end,  as  was 
I  alio,  upon  occafion,  to  fonie  of  them  ;  and 
they  have  continued  ever  fince  their  efteemt 
for  me. 

Before  I  relate  the  particu'Iars  of  my  en<» 
trance  into  bufinefs,  it  may  be  proper  to  in- 
form you  what  was  at  that  time  the  (late  of  my 
mind  as  to  moral  principles,  that  you  may  fee 
the  degree  of  influence  they  had  upon  the  fub- 
fequent  events  of  my  life. 

My  parents  had  given  me  betimes  religious 
impreflions  ;  and  I  received  from  my  infancy 
a  pious  education  in  the  principles  of  Calvin- 
ifm.  But  fcarcely  was  I  arrived  at  fifteen  years 
of  age,  when 3  after  having  doubted  in  turn  of 
different  tenets,  according  as  I  found  them  com- 
bated in  the  different  books  that  I  read,  I  be- 
gan to  doubt  of  revelation  -itfelf.  Some  vol- 
umes againft  deifrn  fell  into  my  hands.  They 
were  faid  to  be  the   Jubilance  of  femora 


10®  franklin's  life* 

preached  at  Boyle's  Le&ure.  It  happened 
that  they  produced  on  me  an  effect  precifely 
the  reverfe  of  what  was  intended  by  the 
writers  ;  for  the  arguments  of  the  deifts, 
which  were  cited  in  order  to  be  refuted, 
appeared  to  me  much  more  forcible 
than  the  refutation  itfelf.  In  a  word,  I  foon 
became  a  perfecl  deift.  My  arguments  per- 
verted fome  other  young  perfons  -,  particularly 
Collins  and  Ralph.  But  in  the  fequel  when 
I  recolledled  that  they  had  both  ufed  me  ex- 
tremely ill,  without  the  fmalleft  remorfe  ;  when 
J  confidered  the  behaviour  of  Keith,  another 
free-thinker,  and  my  own  conduct  towards 
Vernon  and  Mifs  Read,  which  at  times  gave 
me  much  uneafmefs,  I  was  led  to  fufpedt  that 
this  do&rine,  though  it  might  be  true,  was  not 
very  ufefuh  I  began  to  entertain  a  lefs favour- 
able opinion  of  my  London  pamphlet,  to 
which  I  had  prefixed,  as  a  motto,  the  following 
Jines  of  Dryden  : 

Whatever  is,  is  right  ;  though  purblind  man 
Sees  but  part  of  the  chain,  the  nearest  link, 
His  eyes  not  carrying  to  the  equal  beam 
That  poises  all  above. 

and  of  which  the  obje£fc  was  to  prove,  from 
the  attributes  of  God,  his  goodnefs,  wifdom, 
and  power  that  there  could  be  no  fuch  thing 
as  evil  in  the  world  ;  that  vice  and  virtue  did 
not  in  reality  exift,  and  were  nothing  more 
than  vain  diftincrions.     I  no  longer  regarded 
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it  as  fo  blamelefs  a  work  as  I  had  formerly  im- 
agined ;  and  I  fufpected  that  fome  errour 
mud  have  imperceptibly  have  glided  into  my 
argument,  as  all  tne  inferences  I  had  drawn 
from  it  had  been  afFe&ed,  as  it  frequently  hap- 
pens in  metaphyfical  reafonings.  In  a  word, 
I  was  at  laft  convinced  that  truth,  probity  and 
fincerity,  in  tranfa&ions  between  man  and 
man  were  of  the  urmoft  importance  to  the 
happinefs  of  life  ;  and  I  refolved  from  that 
moment,  and  wrote  the  refolution  in  my  jour- 
nal, to  pra&ife  them  as  long  as  I  lived. 

Revelation  indeed,  as  fueh,  had  no  influx 
ence  on  my  mind  ;  but  I  was  of  opinion  that7 
though  certain  actions  could  not  be  bad  mere- 
ly becaufe  revelation  prohibited  them,  or  good 
becaufe  it  enjoined  them,  yet  it  was  probable 
that  thofe  actions  were  prohibited  because 
they  were  bad  for  us,  or  enjoined  becaufe  ad- 
vantageous in  their  nature,  all  things  confid- 
ered.  This  perfuafion,  Divine  Providence,  or 
fome  guardian  angel,  and  perhaps  a  concur- 
renceof  favourable  circumflances co-operating 
preferred  me  from  all  immorality,  or  grofs 
and  voluntary  injuftice,  to  which  my  want  of 
religion  was  calculated  to  expofe  me,  in  the . 
dangerous  period  of  youth,  and  in  the  haz- 
ardous fituation  in  which  I  fometimes  found 
myfelf,  among  ftrangers,  and  at  a  diflance 
from  the  eye  and  admonitions  of  my  father. 
I  may  fay  voluntary ,  becaufe  the  errours  into 
which  I  had  fallen,  had  been  in  a  manner  tfrs 
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forced  refult  either  of  my  own  inexperiencey- 
or  the  dimonefty  of  others.  1  hus  before  I 
entered  on  my  new  career,  I  had  imbibed  fol- 
id  principles,  and  a  character  of  probity.  I 
knew  their  value  ;  and  I  made  a  folemn  en- 
gagement with  myfelf  never  to  depart  from 
them. 

I  had  not  long  returned  from  Burlingtoa> 
before  our  printing  materials  arrived  from 
London.  I  fettled  my  accounts  with  Keimer, 
and  quitted  him,  with  his  own  confent,  before 
he  had  any  knowledge  of  our  plan.  We 
found  a  houfe  to  let  near  the  market.  We 
took  it  ;  and  to  render  the  rent  lefs  burthen- 
fome  (k  was  then  twenty-four  pounds  a  year, 
but  I  have  fince  known  it  let  for  feventy,)  we 
admitted  Thomas  Godfrey,  a.  glazier,  with 
his  family,  who  eafed  us  of  a  conliderable  part 
©f  it ;  and  with  him  we  agreed  to  board. 

We  had  no  fooner  unpacked  our  letter,, 
and  put  our  prefs  in  order,  than  a  perfon  of 
my  acquaintance,  George  Houfe,  brought  us 
a  countryman,  whom  he  had  met  in  the  ftreets^ 
enquiring  for  a  printer.  Our  money  was  al« 
moil:  exhaufted  by  the  number  of  things  we 
had  been  obliged  to  procure.  The  five  mil- 
lings we  received  from  this  countryman,  the 
firft  fruit  of  oui  earnings,  coming  fo  feafonably 
gave  me  more  pleafure  than  any  fum  I  have 
fince  gained  ;  and  the  recollection  of  the  grat- 
itude I  felt  on  this  occafion  to  George  Houfe, 
has  rendered  me  often  more  difpofed,  than 
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perhaps  I  mould  otherwife  have  been,   to  en- 
courage young  beginners  in  trade. 

There  are  in  every  country  morofe  beings, 
rwho  are  always  prognoflicating  ruin.  There 
was  one  of  this  ftamp  in  Philadelphia,  He 
was  a  man  of  fortune,  declined  in  years,  had 
an  air  of  wifdom,  and  a  very  grave  manner 
of  fpeaking.  His  name  was  Samuel  Mickle. 
I  knew  him  not  ;  but  he  flopped  one  day  at 
my  door,  and  afked  me  if  I  was  the  young 
man  who  had  lately  opened  a  new  printing- 
iioufe.  Upon  my  anfwering  in  the  affirma- 
tive, he  faid  that  he  was  very  forry  for  me,  as 
it  was  an  expenfive  undertaking  ;  and  the 
money  that  had  been  laid  out  upon  it  would 
be  loft,  Philadelphia  being  a  place  falling  in- 
to decay  ;  its  inhabitants  having  all,  or  nearly 
all  of  them,  been  obliged  to  call  together  their 
creditors.  That  he  knew,  from  undoubted 
fact,  the  circumftances  which  might  lead  us 
to  fuppofe  the  contrary,  fuch  as  new  build- 
ings, and  the  advanced  price  of  rent,  to  be  de- 
ceitful appearances,  which  in  reality  contrib- 
uted to  baften  the  general  ruin  ;  and  he  gave 
me  fo  long  a  detail  of  misfortunes,  actually 
exifting,  or  which  were  foon  to  take  place, 
that  he  left  me  almoft  in  a  ftate  of  defpair. 
Had  1  known  this  man  before  I  entered  into 
trade,  I  mould  doubtlefs  never  have  ventured. 
He,  however,  continued  to  live  in  this  place  of 
decay,  and  to  declaim  in  the  fame  ftyle,  refuf- 
i.ng  &r  many  years  to  buy  .a  houfe,  becaufe  ail 
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was  going  to  wreck ;  and  in  the  end  I  had  the 
fatisfaction  to  fee  him  pay  five  times  as  much 
for  one  as  it  would  have  coft  him  had  he  pur- 
chafed  jt  when  he  firft  began  his  lamentations. 

I  ought  to  have  related,  that,  during  the 
autumn  of  the  preceding  year,  I  had  united 
the  majority  of  well-informed  perfons  of  my 
acquaintance  into  a  club,  which  we  called  by 
the  name  of  the  Junto,  and  the  objecl;  of  which 
was  to  improve  our  underftandings.  We 
met  every  Friday  evening.  The  regulations 
I  drew  up,  obliged  every  member  to  propofe, 
in  his  turn,  one  or  more  queftions  upon  fome 
point  of  morality,  politics,  or  philofophy, 
which  were  to  be  difcuffed  by  the  fociety ; 
and  to  read,  once  in  three  months,  an  eflay  of 
his  own  compofition,  on  whatever  fubject  he 
pleafed*  Our  debates  were  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  prefident,  and  were  to  be  di&ated 
only  by  a  fincere  defire  of  truth  ;  the  pleaf- 
ure  of  difputing,  and  the  vanity  of  triumph 
having  no  mare  in  the  bufiness  -,  and  in  or- 
der to  prevent  undue  warmth,  every  exprenlon 
which  implied  obftinate  adherence  to  an  opin- 
ion, and  all  direct  contradiction,  were  prohib- 
ited, under  fmall  pecuniary  penalties. 

The  firft  members  of  our  club  were  Jofeph 
Breintnal,  whofe  occupation  was  that  of  a 
fcrivenor.  He  was  a  middle-aged  man,  of  a 
good  natural  difpofition,  ftrongly  attached  to 
his  friends,  a  great  lover  of  poetry,  reading 
every  thing  that  came  in  his  way,  and  writing 
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tolerably  well,  ingenious  in   many   little   tri- 
fles, and  of  an  agreeable  converfation. 

Thomas  Godfrey,  a  fkilful,  though  felf- 
taught  mathematician,  and  who  was,  after- 
wards the  inventor  of  what  now  goes  by  the 
name  of  Hadley's  dial;  but  he  had  little 
knowledge  out  of  his  own  line,  and  was  infup- 
por table  in  company,  always  requiring,  like, 
the  majority  of  mathematicians  that  have  fail- 
en  in  my  way,  an  unufual  precifion  in  every 
thing  that  is  faid,  continually  contradicting, 
or  making  trifling  diflinclions  ;  a  fure  way  of 
defeating  all  the  ends  of  converfation.  He 
very  foon  left  us. 

Nicholas  Scull,  a  furveyor,  and  who* became 
afterwards  furveyor  general.  He  was  fond  of 
books  and  wrote  verfes* 

William  Parfons,  brought  up  to  the  trade 
of  a  fhoemaker,  but  who,  having  a  tafte  for 
reading,  had  acquired  a  profound  knowledge 
of  mathematics.  He  fir  ft  ftudied  them  with  a 
view  to  aftrology,  and  was  afterwards  the  firft 
to  laugh  at  his  folly.  He  alfo  became  furvey- 
or-general. 

William  Mawgridge,  a  joiner,  and  very  ex* 
cellent  mechanic  ;  and  in  other  refpecls  a  man 
of  folid  underftanding. 

Hugh  Meredith,  Stephen- Potts,  and  George 
Webb,  of  whom  I  have  already  fpoken. 

Robert  Grace,  a  young  man  of  fortune  *r 
generous,  animated,  and  witty  ;  fond  of  epU 
grarnsj  but  more  fond  of  his  friends, 
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And  laftly,  William  Coleman,  at  that  time 
a  merchant's  cleik,  and  nearly  of  my  own 
age.  He  had  a  cooler  and  clearer  head,  a 
better  heart,  and  more  fcrupulous  morals,  than 
almoil  any  other  perfon  1  have  ever  met  with. 
He  became  a  very  refpectable  merchant,  and 
one  of  our  provincial  judges.  Our  friendihip 
fubfifted,  without  interruption,  for  more  than 
forty  years,  till  the  period  of  his  death  ;  and 
the  club  continued  to  exift  almoft  as  long. 

This  was  the  befl  fchool  of  politics  and  phi- 
lofophy  that  then  exifted  in  the  province  ;  for 
our  queftions,  which  were  read  a  week  previ- 
ous to  their  difcuilion  induced  us  to  perufe  at- 
tentively fuch  books  as  were  written  upon  the 
fubjecls  propofed,  that  we  might  be  able  te» 
fpeak  upon  them  more  pertinently.  We  thus 
acquired  the  habit  of  converfing  more  agree- 
ably i  every  object  being  difculTed  conforma- 
bly to  our  regulations,  and  in  a  manner  to  pre- 
vent mutual  difguft.  To  this  circumftance 
maybe  attributed  the  long  duration  of  the 
club  ;  which  I  mall  have  frequent  occafion  to 
mention  as  I  proceed. 

1  have  introduced  it  here,  as  be'n^  one  of 
the  means  on  which  I  had  to  count  for  fuccefs 
in  my  bufinefs  ;  every  member  exerting  him- 
felf  toprecureworkfor  us.  Breintnal,  among 
others,  obtained  for  us,  on  the  part  of  the  Qua- 
ker's, the  printing  of  forty  meets  of  their  his- 
tory ;  of  which  the  reft  was  to  be  done  by 
Keimer,    Our  execution,  of  this  work  was  by 
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no  means  mafterly  ;  as  the  price  was  xtty 
low.  It  was  in  folio,  upon  pro  patria  paper, 
and  in  the  pica  letter,  with  heavy  notes  in  the 
fmallefl  type.  I  compofed  a  fheet  a  day,  and 
Meredith  put  it  to  the  prefs.  It  was  frequent- 
ly eleven  o'clock  at  night,  fometimes  later,  be- 
fore I  had  flnifhed  my  diflribution  for  the  next 
day's  talk  \  for  the  little  things  which  our 
friends  occafionally  fent  us,  kept  us  back  in* 
this  work  ;  but  I  was  fo  determined  to  com- 
pofe  a  fheet  a  day,  chat  one  evening,  when 
my  form  was  impofed,  and  my  day's  work,  as 
I  thought,  at  an  end,  an  accident  having  brok- 
en this  form,  and  deranged  two  comphte  fo- 
Ho  pages,  I  immediately  diflribuled,  and  com* 
pofed  them  anew  before  I  went  to  bed. 

This  unwearied  induitry,  which  was  per* 
ceived  by  our  neighbours,  began  to  acquire 
us  reputation  and  credit.  I  learned  among 
other  things,  that  our  new  printing- houfe  be- 
ing the  fubject  of  converfation  at  a  club  of 
merchants,  who  met  every  evening,  it  was  the 
general  opinion  that  it  would  fait  ;  there  be- 
ing already  two  printing- houfes  in  the  town* 
Keimer's  and  Bradford's.  But  Dr.  Bard,, 
whom  you  and  I  had  occafion  to  fee,  many 
years  after,  at  his  native  town  of  St.  Andrew's 
in  Scotland,  was  of  a  different  opinion.  "  The 
induftry  of  this  Franklin  (faid  he)  is  fuperior 
to  any  thing  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  witnelTed^ 
I  fee  him  ftill  at  work  when  I  return  from  the 
club  at  night,  and  he  is  at  it  again  in  tha 
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morning  before  his  neighbours  are  out  of 
bed."  This  account  (truck  the  reft  of  the  af- 
fembly,  and  fhortly  after  one  of  its  members 
came  to  our  houfe,  and  offered  to  fupply  us 
with  articles  of  ftationary  ;  but  we  wifhed  not 
as  yet  to  embarrafe  ourfelves  with  keeping  a 
fhop.  It  is  not  for  the  fake  of  applaufe  that 
I  enter  fo  freely  into  the  particulars  of  my  in- 
duftry,  but  that  fach  of  my  defcendants  as 
fhall  read  thefe  memoirs  may  know  the  ufe  of 
this  virtue,  by  feeing  in  the  recital  of  my  life 
the  effecls  it  operated  in  my  favour. 

George  Webb,  having  found  a  friend  who 
lent  him  the  necerTary  fum  to  buy  out  his  time 
of  Keimer,  came  one  day  to  offer  himfelf  to* 
us  as  a  journeyman.  We  could  not  employ 
him  immediately ;  but  f  foolifhly  told  him? 
under  the  rofe,  that  I  intended  fhortfy  to  pub- 
lifh  a  new  periodical  paper,  and  that  we  then 
mould  have  work  for  him.  My  hopes  of  fue- 
cefs  which  I  imparted  to  him,  were  founded 
on  the  circumftance,  that  the  only  paper  we 
had  at  Philadelphia  at  that  time,  and  which 
Bradford  printed,  was  a  paltry  thing,  mifera- 
bly  conducted,  in  no  refpecl  amufing,  and 
which  yet  was  profitable.  I  consequently  fup- 
pofed  that  a  good  work  of  this  kind  could  not 
fail  of  fuccefs.  Webb  betrayed  my  fecret  to 
Keimer,  who,  to  prevent  me,  immediately  pub- 
lifhed  the  profpefltus  of  a  paper  that  he  in- 
tended toinflitute  himfelf,  and  in  which  Webb 
was  to  be  engaged* 
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1  was  exafperated  at  this  proceeding,  atid> 
%rith  a  view  to  counteract  them,  not  being  a- 
ble  at  prefent  to  inftitute  my  own  paper,  I 
wrote  fome  humourous  pieces  in  Bradford's, 
under  the  title  of  the  Bufy  Body*  ;  and  which 
was  continued  for  feveral  momhs  by  BreinN 
nal.  I  hereby  fixed  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
lic upon  Bradford's  paper;  and  the profpcfius 
ofKeimer,  which,  we  turned  into  ridicule, 
was  treated  wi th  contempt.  He  began,  not- 
withstanding, his  paper  $  and  after  continu- 
ing it  for  nine  months,  having  at  moft  not 
moi£  than  ninety  fubfcribers,  he  offered  it  me 
for  a  mere  trifle.  I  had  for  fome  time  been 
ready  for  fuch  an  engagement  :  I  therefore 
inftantly  took  it  upon  myfelf,  and  in  a  few 
years  it  proved  extremely  profitable  to  me. 

I  perceive  that  I  am  apt  to  fpeak  in  the  firfl 
•perfon,  though  our  partnerfhip  ftill  continued. 
It  is,  perhaps,  becaufe,  in  fad,  the  whole  bufi- 
nefs  devolved  upon  me.  Meredith  was  no 
compofitor,  and  but  an  indifferent  preffman  ; 
and  it  was  rarely  that  ke  abftained  from  hard 
drinking.  My  friends  were  forry  to  fee  me 
connected  with  him  ;  but  I  contrived  to  de- 
rive from  it  the  utmoft  advantage  the  cafe  ad- 
mitted. 

*  A  manuscript  note  in  the  file  of  the  American  Mer- 
cury, preserved  in  the  Philadelphia  library,  says,  that 
Franklin  wrote  the  first  five  numbers,  and  part  of  the 
*eistth. 
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Our  firft  number  produced  no  other  effect 
than  any  other  paper  which  had  appeared  in 
the  province,  as  to  type  and  printing;  but 
fome  remarks  in  my  peculiar  ftyle  of  writing, 
upon  the  difpute  which  then  prevailed  be- 
tween governour  Burnet,  and  the  Maffachu- 
fetts  affembly,  ftruck  fome  perfons  as  above 
mediocrity,  caufed  the  paper  and  its  editors  to 
be  talked  of,  and  in  a  few  weeks  induced 
them  to  become  our  fubfcribers.  Many  oth- 
ers followed  their  example;  and  our  fub- 
fcription  continued  to  increafe.  This  wag 
one  of  the  firft  good  effects  of  the  pains  1  had 
taken  to  learn  to  put  my  ideas  on  paper.  I 
derived  this  farther  advantage  from  it,  that 
the  leading  men  of  the  place,  feeing  in  the 
authourof  this  publication,  a  man  fo  well  able 
to  ufe  his  pen,  thought  it  right  to  patronise 
and  encourage  me. 

The  votes,  laws,  and  other  public  pieces^ 
were  printed  by  Bradford.  An  addrefs  of  the 
houfe  of  affembly  to  the  governour  had. been 
executed  by  him  in  a  very  courfe  and  incor- 
recl:  manner.  We  reprinted  it  with  accuracy 
and  neatnefs,  and  fent  a  copy  to  every  mem- 
ber. They  perceived  the  difference  ;  and  it 
Jo  ftrengthened  the  influence  of  our  friends 
in  the  affembly,  that  we  were' nominated  its 
printer  for  the  following  year. 

Among  thefe  friends  I  ought  not  to  forget 
one  member  in  particular,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
whom  I  have   mentioned  in  a  former  pant 
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of  my  narrative,  and  who  was  now  returned 
from  England.  He  warmly  interefted  him- 
felf  for  me  on  this  occafion,  as  he  did  like- 
wife  on  many  others  afterwards ;  having  con- 
tinued his  kindnefs  to  me  till  his  death. 

About  this  period  Mr.  Vernon  reminded 
me  of  the  debt  I  owed  him,  but  without  prefix- 
ing me  for  payment.  I  wrote  him  a  hand- 
fome  letter  on  the  occafion,  begging  him  to 
wait  a  little  longer,  to  which  he  confented  y 
and  as  foon  as  1  was  able  I  paid  him,  principal 
and  intereft,  with  many  expreflions  of  grati- 
tude ;  fo  that  this  errour  of  my  life  was  in  a 
manner  atoned  for. 

But  another  trouble  slow  happened  to  me,- 
which  I  had  not  the  fmalleft  reafon  to  expect 
Meredith's  father,  who*  according  to  onr  a- 
greement,  was  to  defray  the  whole  expenfe  of 
our  printing  materials,  had  only  paid  an  huiv 
dred  pounds.  Another  hundred  was  ftill  due, 
and  the  merchant  being  tired  of  waiting,  com?- 
menced  a  fuit  againft  us.  We  bailed  the  ac- 
tion, but  with  the  melancholy  profpect,  that? 
if  the  money  was  not  forthcoming  at  the  time 
fixed,  the  affair  would  come  to  iffue,  judg- 
ment be  put  in  execution,  our  delightful 
hopes  be  annihilated,  and  ourfelves  entirely 
ruined  ;  as  the  types  and  prefs  rnuft  be  fold, 
perhaps  at  half  their  value  to  pay  the  debt. 

In  this  diftrefs,  two  real  friend?,  whofe* 
generous  conduct  I  have  never  forgotten,  and 
never  fhall  forget  while  I  retain  the  remain- 
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brancc  of  any  thing,  came  to  me  fcparately- 
without  the  knowledge  of  each  other,  and 
without  my  having  applied  to  them.  Each 
offered  me  whatever  fum  might  be  neceffary, 
to  take  the  bufinefs  into  my  own  hands,  if  the 
thing  was  practicable,  as  they  did  not  like  I 
mould  continue  in  partnerfhip  with  Meredith, 
who,  they  faid,  was  frequently  feen  drunk  in 
the  ftreets,  and  gambling  at  ale- houfes,  which 
very  much  injured  our  credit.  Thefe  friends 
were  William  Coleman  and  Robert  Grace. 
I  told  them  that  while  there  remained  any 
probability  that  the  Merediths  would  fulfil 
their  part  of  the  compact,  I  could  not  propofe 
a  feparation  ;  as  I  conceived  myfelf  to  be  un- 
der obligations  to  them  for  what  they  had 
done  already,  and  were  ftill  difpofed  to  do  if 
they  had  the  power  ;  but  in  the  end  fhould 
they  fail  in  their  engagement,  and  our  part- 
nerfhip b§  diffolved,  1  mould  then  think  my- 
felf at  liberty  to  accept  the  kindnefs  of  my 
friends. 

Things  remained  for  fome  time  in  this  ftate. 
At  laft  I  faid  one  day  to  my  partner,  "  Your 
father  is  perhaps  diffatisfied  with  your  having 
a  fhare  only  in  the  bufinefs,  and  is  unwilling 
to  do  for  two,  what  he  would  do  for  you 
alone.  Tell  me  frankly  if  that  be  the  cafe, 
and  I  will  refign  the  whole  to  you,  and  do  for 
myfelf  as  well  as  I  can."  "  No  (faid  he)  my 
father  has  really  been  difappoiated  in  his 
hopes  j  he  is  not  abk  to  pay,  and  1  wifh  to  pAit 
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Elm  to  no  further  inconvenience.  I  fee  that 
I  am  not  at  all  calculated  for  a  printer  :  I  was 
educated  as  a  farmer,  and  it  was  abfurd  in  me 
to  come  here  at  thirty  years  of  age,  and  bind 
myfelf  apprentice  to  a  new  trade.  Many  of 
my  countrymen  are  going  to  fettle  in  North- 
Carolina,  where  the  foil  is  exceedingly  favour- 
able. I  am  tempted  to  go  with  them,  and  to 
refume  my  former  occupation.  You  will 
doubtlefs  find  friends  who  will  afM  you.  If 
you  will  take  upon  yourfelf  the  debts  of  the 
partnerfhip^  return  my  father  the  hundred 
pounds  he  has  advanced,  pay  my  little  pergon- 
al debts,  and  give  me  thirty  pounds  and  a  ne^v 
faddle,  I  will  renounce  the  partnerfhip,  and; 
confign  over  the  whole  ftock  to  you." 

I  accepted  this  propofal  without  hefitation:. 
It  was  committed  to  paper,  and  figned  and 
fealed  without  delay.  I  gave  him  what  he  de- 
manded and  he  departed  foon  after  for  Caroli- 
na, from  whence  he  fent  me,  in  the  following, 
year,  two  long  letters*  containing  the  bed  ac- 
counts that  had  yet  been  given  of  that  coun- 
try, as  to  climate,  foil,  agriculture,  &c.  for  he 
was  well  verfed  in  thefe  matters.  I  publifhed 
them,  in  my  newfpaper,  and  they  were  receiv- 
ed with  great  fatis faction. 

As  foon  as  he  was  gone  I  applied  to  my  two 
friends,  and  not  wifhing  to  give  a  difobliging 
preference  to.  either  of  them,  I  accepted  from 
each  half  what  he  had  offered  me,  and  which 
it  was.  neceffary  I  fhould  have.      I  paid  th& 
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partnership  debts,  and  continued  the  bufinefs- 
on  my  own  account  ;  taking  care    to  inform 
the  public,  by  advertifement,  of  the  partner- 
fhip  being  diilolved.      This  was,  ?i   think,   in 
the  year  1729,  or  thereabout. 

Nearly  at  the  fame  period  the  people  de- 
manded a  new  emiflion  of  paper  money  :  The-- 
exiffcing  and  only  one  that  had  taken  place  in 
the  province,  and  which  amounted  to  fifteen* 
thoufand  pound,  being  foon  to  expire.  The 
wealthy  inhabitants,  prejudiced  againft  every 
fort  of  paper  currency,  from  the  fear  of  its  de- 
preciation, of  which  there  had  been  an  in- 
fiance  in  the  province  of  New-England,  to  the 
injury  of  its  holders,  ftrongly  oppofed  the 
meafure..  We  had  difeulTed  this  affair  in  our 
junto,  in  which  I  was  on  the  fide  of  the  new 
emiflion  ;  convinced  that  the  firft  fmall  fum, 
fabricated  in  1723,  had  done  much  good  in 
the  province,  by  favouring  commerce,  induf- 
try  and  population,,  fmce  all  the  houfes  were 
now  inhabited,  and  many  others  building  ; 
whereas  I  remembered  to  have  feen,  when 
firft  I  paraded  theftreets of  Philadelphia  eating 
my  roll,  the  majority  of  thofe  in  Walnut-street, 
Second-flreet,  Fourt-flreet,  as  well  as  a  great 
number  in  Chefnut  and  other  flreets,  with  pa- 
pers on  them  fignifying  that  they  were  to  be 
let  y  which  made  me  think  at  the  time  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  were  deferring  it. 
one  after  another. 
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Our  debates  made  me  fo  fully  mailer  of  the 
fubjec*t,  that  I  wrote  and  publifhed  an  anony- 
mous pamphlet,  entitled,  An  Inquiry  into  the 
Nature  and  Neceffity  of  a  Paper  Currency. 
It  was  very  well  received  by  the  lower  and 
middling  clafs  of  people  ;  but  it  difpleafed 
the  opulent,  as  it  increafed  the  clamour  in  fa- 
vour of  the  new  emiffion.  Having,  however, 
no  waiter  among  them  capable  x)f  anfwering 
it,  their  oppofition  became  lefs  violent  ;  and 
there  being  in  the  houfe  of  affembly  a  majori- 
ty for  the  meafure,  it  paffed.  The  friends  I 
had  acquired  in  the  houfe  perluaded  that  I 
had  done  the  country  eifential  fervice  on  this 
occafion,  rewarded  me  by  giving  me  the 
printing  of  the  bills.  It  was  a  lucrative  em- 
ployment, and  proved  a  very  feafonable  help 
tome;  another  advantage  which  I  derived 
Jrom  having  habituated  myfelf  to  write. 

Time  and  experience  fo  fully  demonftrated 
the  utility  of  a  paper  currency,  that  it  never 
after  experienced  any  -confiderable  oppofition  ; 
•fo  that  it  foon  amounted  to  55,000!.  and  in 
the  year  1739,  to  8o,oool.  it  has  fince  rifen, 
during  the  laft  war,  to  350,000,  trade,  build- 
ings and  population  having  in  the  interval 
continually  increafed .:  But  I  am  now  con* 
vinced  that  there  are  limits  beyond  which  pa- 
per money  would  be  prejudicial, 

I  foon  after  obtained,   by  the  influence  of 

my  friend  Hamilton,  the  printing  of  the  New- 

xaille   paper-money,  another  profitable  work, 
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.as  I  then  thought  it,  little  things  appearing 
great  to  perfons  of  moderate  fortune  ;  and 
they  were  really  great  to  me,  as  proving  great 
encouragements.  He  alfo  procured  me  the 
printing  of  the  laws  and  votes  of  that  govern- 
ment which  I  retained  as  long  as  I  continued 
in  the  buflnefs. 

I  now  opened  a  fmali  ftationer's  fhop.  I 
kept  bonds  and  agreements  of  ail  kinds,  drawn 
up  in  a  more  accurate  form  than  had  yet  been 
feen  in  that  part  of  the  world  ;  a  work  in 
which  I  was  affifted  by  my  friend  Brientnal. 
I  had  alfo  paper,  parchment,  pafteboard, 
books,  &c.  One  Whitemafti,  an  excellent 
compofitor,  whom  I  had  known  in  London, 
came  to  offer  himfelf.  I  engaged  him,  and 
he  continued  conftantly  and  diligently  to  work 
with  .me.  I  alfo  took  an  apprentice,  the  fon 
of  Aquila  Rofe. 

I  began  to  pay,  by  degrees,  the  deb1  I  had 
-contracted  ;  and  in  order  to  enfure  my  credit 
and  character  as  a  tradefman,  I  took  care  not 
only  to  be  really  induftrious  and  frugal,  but 
alfo  to  avoid  every  appearance  of  the  contrary. 
I  was  plainly  drened,  and  never  feen  in  any 
place  of  public  amufement.  I  never  went  a 
'fifhing  or  hunting, :  A  book  indeed,  enticed 
me  fometimes  from  my  work,  but  it  was  fel- 
dom,  by  llealth,  and  occafioned  no  fcandal  ; 
and  to  fhow  that  I  did  not  think  myfelf  above 
my  profeflion,  I  conveyed  home  fometimes  in 
a  wheel-barrow  the  paper  I  purchafed  at  the 
^arehoufes> 
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m  I  thus  obtained  the  reputation  of  being  an 
induftrious  young  man,  and  very  punctual  in; 
my  payments.  The  merchants  who  imported 
articles  of  ftationary  foliated  my  cuflora  ;  oth- 
ers oiFered  to  furnifh  me  with  books,  and  my> 
little  trade  went  on  profperoufly* 

Meanwhile  the  credit  and  bufmefs  of  Kei- 
mer  diminimed  every  day,  he  was  at  laft  forc- 
ed to  fell  his  ftoek  to  fatisfy  his  creditors ;  and 
he  betook,  himfelf  to   Barbadoes,   where  he 
hvedfor  fome  time  in  a  very  impoverifhed 
ftate.     His  apprentice,  David  Harry,  whom  I 
had  mflsru&ed  while  I  worked  with  Keimer, 
having  bought  his   materials,   fucceeded   him 
in  the  bufinefs..   I  was  apprehenfive,  at  n>ft3 
of  finding  in  Harry  a  powerful  competitor,  as 
he  was  allied-  to  an  opulent  and  refpeclable 
family  ;  I  -therefore  propofed  a   partnerfhip, 
which,  happily  for  me,  he  rejected  with  dif- 
dain.     He  was  extremely  proud,  thought  him- 
felf a   fine    gentleman,   lived   extravagantly, 
and  purfued  aqiufements  which  fuffcred  him  to 
be  fcarceiy  ever  at  home  ;  of  confequence  he 
became  m  debt-,  negleded  his  •  bufmefs,   and 
bufinefs  negled^d  him.     Finding,  in  a  fhort 
time,  ^nothing  to  do  in  the  country,  he  follow- 
ed Keimer  to  Barbadoes,  carrying  his  printing 
materials  with  him,      There   the    apprentice 
employed   his  old    mafrer  as   a  journeyman. 
They  vere  continually  quarrelling  ;  andllar- 
ry  ftill  getrhg  in  debt,  was  obliged  at  lad  to  • 
felihis  ptef$  and .  types,  and  return  to  his  old 
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occupation  of  hufbandry  in  Pennfylwmia* 
The  perfon  who  purchafed  them  employed 
Keimer  to  manage  the  bufinefs  y  but  he  died 
a  few  years  after. 

I  had  now  at  Philadelphia   no  competitor 
but  Bradford,  who,  being  in  eafy  circumftanc- 
es,  did  not  engage  in  the   printing  of  books* 
except  now  and  theroas  workmen  chanced  to 
offer  themfelves  ;  and  was  not  anxious  to  ex? 
tend  his  trade.     He  had  however,  one  advan- 
tage over  me,  as  he  had  the  dire&ion  of  the 
poft-office,  and  was  of  confequencefuppofed 
to  have  better  opportunities  of  obtaining  news. 
His  paper  was  alfo   fuppofed  to  be  more  ad- 
vantageous to  advertifmg  cuftomers  ;  and  in 
confequence  of  that  fuppofition,  his  advertife- 
ments  were  much  more  numerous  than  mine  ; 
this  was  a  fource  of  great  profit  to  him,  and 
difadvantageous  to  me.      It  was  to  no  pur- 
purpofe  that  I  really  procured  other  papers, 
and  diftributed  my  own,  by  means  of  the  poll ; 
the  public  took  for  granted  my  inability  in 
this  refpeft  ;  and  I  was  indeed  unable  to  con- 
quer it  in  any  other  mode  than  by  bribing  the 
pod  boys,   who  ferved  me   only  by  ftealth, 
Bradford  being  fo  illiberal  as  to  forbid  them. 
This  treatment  of  his  excited  my  refentment ; 
and  my  difguft  wasfo  rooted,  that,  when  I  af- 
terwards  fucceeded  him  in  the  poftr office,  J 
took  care  to  avoid  copying  his  example. 

I   had  hitherto   continued,  to  board  wittv 
Godfrey,  who,  with  hk  wife  and  children,  oc? 
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eupied  part  of    my  houfe,  and  half  of  the 
fhop  for   his  bufinefs  ;  at   which  indeed,  he 
worked  very  little,  being  always  abforbed  by 
mathematics.     Mrs.  Godfrey  formed  a  wifh» 
of  marrying  me  to  the  daughter  of  one  of  her 
relations.     She  contrived  various   opportuni- 
ties of  bringing  us  together,  till  fhe  faw  that  h 
was  captivated  y  which  was  not  difficult,  the 
lady  in  queftion  pofTeffing  great  perfonal  mer- 
it.    The  parents  encouraged  my  addreffes,  by 
inviting  me  continually  to  fupper,  and  leaving 
us  together,  till  at  laft  it  was  time  to  come  to 
an  explanation.    Mrs.  Godfrey  undertook  to 
negociate  our  little  treaty  <     I  gave  her  to  un- 
derftand  that*  I  expected  to   receive  with  the 
young  lady  a  fum  of  money  that  would  enable 
me  at  leaft  to  difcharge  the  remainder  of  my 
debt  for  my  printing  materials.     It  was  then,, 
I  be]ieve,_not  more  than,  a  hundred  pounds,. 
She  brought  me  for  anfwer,  that  they  had  no- 
fuch  fum  at  their  difpofal.      I  obferved  that  it; 
might  eafily,  be  obtained,  by  a  mortgage  on  = 
their  houfe.     The  reply  of  this  was,  after  a  fewv 
days  interval,  that-they  did  not  approve  of  the 
match  ;.  that  they  had  confulted  Bradford,  andi 
found  that  the  bufinefs  of  a  printer  was  not 
lucrative  \,  that  my  letters  would  foon  be  worn; 
out,  and  muft  be  fupplied  by  new  ones  y  that 
Keimer  and  Harry  had  failed,  and  that,  prob- 
ably, I  fhould  do  fo  too.      Accordingly  they 
forbade  me  the  houfe,   and  the  young  lady 
was  confined*    I  know  not  if  they  had  really 
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changed  their  minds,  or  if  it:  was  merely  aa 
artifice,  fuppofing  our  affections  to  be  too  far 
engaged  for  us  to  defift,  and  that  we  mould- 
contrive  to  marry  fecretly,  which  would  le^ve 
them  at  liberty  to  give  or  not  as  they  pleafed. 
But,  fufpecling  this  motive,  I  never  went  a- 
gain  to  their  houfe.- 

Some  time   after  Mrs.    Godfrey  informed 
rhe  that  they  were  favourably  difpofed  towards 
me,  and  wifhed  me  to  renew  the  acquaintance  j; 
but  I  declared  a  firm  refolution  never  to  have 
any  thing  more  to  do  with  the  family;      The 
Godfrey's  exprefled  fome,  refentment  at  this  ; ; 
and  as  <we  could  no  longer  agree,  they  chang- 
ed their  refidence,  leaving  me  in  pofieffion  of 
the  whole  houfe. .    I  then  refolved  to  take  no  ■ 
more  lodgers.     This  afrair  having  turned  my  * 
thoughts, to  marriage,  I  looked  around  me,  and  1 
made  overtures  of  alliance  in  other,  quarters  j ; 
but  I  foon  found  that-  the  profeffion  of  a  print- 
er  being  generally  looked  upon  as  a  poor r 
trade,  I  could  expecl  no    moneywith  a  wife,, 
atrleaftif  h  wifhed  her  to  poffefs  any  other 
charm..    Meanwhile,  that  paffion  of  youth,  fo  > 
difficult  to  govern^  had  often  draw*i  me  into 
intrigues  with  defpicable  women  who  fell  ia* 
my  way   ;    which  were  not  unaccompanied  ^ 
with  expenfe  and  inconventence,  befides   the 
perpetual  rifk- of    injuring  my   healthy  and  : 
catching  a  difeafe  which  I  dreaded  above  all  < 
things.     But  I  -was.  fortunate  enough  >to  elV 
cape  this  danger. 
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.  As  a  neighbour  and  old  acquaintance,  I 
kept  up  a  friendly  intimacy  with  the  family  of 
Mifsi  Rtad.  Her  parents  had  retained  an  af- 
fection for  me  from  the  time  of  my  lodging 
in  their  houfe.  I  was  often  invited  thither  ; 
they  confulted  me  about  their  affairs.  And  I 
had  been  iometimes  ferviceable  to  them,  I 
was  touched  with  the  unhappy  fituation  of 
their  daughter,  who  was  alrnolt  always  melan- 
choly, and  continually  feeking  folirude.  I  re- 
garded my  forgetfulnefs  and  inconftancy,  dur- 
ing my  abode  in  London,  as  the  principal 
caufe  of  her  misfortune  ;  though  her  mother 
had  the  candour  to  attribute  the  fault  to  her- 
felf,  rather  to  me,  becaufe,  after  having  pre- 
vented our  mamage  previous  to  my  departure, 
me  had  induced  her  to  many  another  in#my 
-abfence. 

Our  mutual  affection  revived  ;  but  there 
.  ■exiiled  great  obftacles  to  our  union.  Her 
marriage  was  confidered,  indeed,  as  not  being 
valid,  the  man  having,  it  was  faid,  a  former 
wife  full  living  in  England  ;  but  of  this  it  was 
difficult  to  obtain  a  proof  at  fo  great  a  diiiance  ; 
and  though  a  report  prevailed  of  his  being 
dead,  y,et  we  had  no  certainty  of  it  ;  and  fup- 
pofing  it  to  be  true,  he  had  left  many  debts, 
for  the  payment  of  which  his  fucceiTor  might 
be  fued.  We  ventured  neverthelefs,  in  fpite 
or  all  thefe  difficulties,  and  I  married  her  on 
the  firft  of  September,  1730.  None  of  the  in- 
conveniences we  had  feared  happened  to  us. 
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She  proved  to  me  a  good  and  t faithful  com- 
panion, and  contributed  ellentialjy  to  the  fu'?- 
.cefs  of  my  'mop.  We  profpered  together,  and 
it- was  our  mutual iludy  to  render  each  other 
happy.  Thus  I  corrected,  as  well  as  I 'could, 
this  great  errour  of  my  youth. 

Our  club-was  not  at  that  time  eftablimed  at 
a  tavern.  We  held  our  meetings  at  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  Grace,  who  appropriated  a  room  to  the 
purpofe.  Some  members  obferved  one  day, 
that  as  our  books  were  -frequently  quoted  in 
the  courfe  of  our  difcum^ns,  it  would  be  con- 
venient to  have  them  collected  in  the  room  ia 
which  we  aflembled,  jn  order  to  be  confulted 
upon  oceafion  5  and  that  by  thus  forming  a 
common  library  of  our  individual  collections, 
each  would  have  the  advantage  ofufmgthe 
books  of  all  the  other  members,fwhich  would 
nearly  be  the  fame  as  if  he  poffeiTed'them  all 
himfeif.  The  idea  was  approved,  and  we  ac- 
cordingly brought  fuch  books  as  we  thought 
we  could  fpare,  which  were  placed  at  the  end 
of  the  club  room.  They  amounted  riot  to  fo 
many  as  we  expected  ;  and  though  we  made 
confiderable  ufe  of  them,  yet  fome  inconven- 
iences refulting  from  want  of  care,  it  was  a- 
greed,  after  about  a  year,  to  deftroy  the  col- 
lection ;  and  each  took  away  fuch  books  as 
belonged  to  him. 

It  was  ndw  that  Iftrft  darted  the  idea  of 
eftablifliing  by  fubfcription,  a  public  library, 
J  drew  up  the  propofals,   had  therri  cngrofie# 
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in  form,  by  Brockden,  the  attorney  ;  and  my 
project  fucceeded,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  fe- 
quel.  * "  *  *  *  ♦  *  *  * 
•        #  *         *  - 

[The  life  of  Dr. Frankliri,  as  written  by 
himfelf,  [o  far  as  it  has  yet  been  communicate 
ed  to  the  world,  breaks  off  in  this  place.  We 
underftand  that  it  was  continued  bv  him  fome- 
what  further  and  we  hoDe  that  the  remainder 
will,  at  fome  future  period,  be  communicated 
to  the  public.  We  have  no  hefitatianin  fup~ 
poling  that  every  reader  will  ftnd-bhnfelf  great- 
ly interefled  by  .  the  frank  fimplicity  and  the 
philofophical-  difcernruent  by  which  thefe 
£>a<?es  are  fo  erninentlv   characterized.      We; 

i         O  J 

have  therefore  thought  proper,  in  order  sj 
.muck  as  pofnble  to  relieve  his  regret,  to  fu4> 
join  the  fallowing,  continuation,  by  one  cftfce 
Doctor's  intimate ?  friends.  It  is  extracted 
from  an  American  periodical  publication,  and 
was  written  by  the  late  Dr.  Stuber*  of  Phila- 
delphia.] 

NOTE. 

*  Dr.  Stiibsr  was^  born  in  Philadelphia,  of  German 
parents.  He  was  sent,  at  an  early  age,  to  the  universi- 
ty, where  his  genius,  diligence,  and  amiable  temper 
soon  acquired  him  the  particular  notice  and  favour  of 
those  under  whose  immediate  direction  he  was  placed. 
.After  passing  thiough  the  common  course  of  study,  in 
a  much  shorter  time  than  usual,  he  left  the  university, 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  with  great  reputation,  Not  long 
after,  he  entered  on  the  study  of  Pnysic  ;  and  the  zeal 
with  which  he  pursued  it,  and  the  advances  he  madev 
gave  his  friends  reason  loform  the  most  fluttering  pros- 


124  franklin's  life. 

THE  promotion  of  literature  had  been  lit- 
tle attended  to  in  Pennfylvanla.  Mod  of  the 
inhabitants  were  too  much  imrnerfed  in  bufi- 
nefs  to  think  of  fcientific  purfuits ;  and  thofe 
few,  whofe  inclinations  led  them  to  ftudy, 
found  it  difficult  to  gratify  them,  from  the 
want  of  fufHciently  large  libraries.  In  fuch 
circumfiances,  the  eliablifhment  of  a  public 
library  was  an  important  event.  This  was 
fAr ft  fet  on  foot  by  Franklin,  about  the  year*' 
1731.  Fifty  perfons  fubfcribed  forty  {killings 
each,  and  agreed  to  pay  ten  millings  annually. 
The  number  increafed  ;  and  in  1742,  the 
company  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of 
*c  The  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia." 
Several  other  companies  were  formed  in  this 
city  in  imitation  of  it,  Tnefe  were  all  at 
length  united  with  the  Library  Company  of 
Philadelphia,  which  thus  received  a  confider- 
able  acceilion  of  books  and  property.  It  con- 
tains now  eight  thoufand  volumes,  on  all 
fubje&s,  aphilofophical  apparatus,  and  a  good 

pects  of  his  future  eminence  and  usefulness  in  the 
profession,  As  Dr.  Stuber'*  circumstances  were  very 
moderate}  he  did  not  think  this  pursuit  well  calculated 
to  answer  them.  He  therefore  relinquished  it,  after  he 
Lad  obtained  a  degree  in  the  profession,  and  qualified 
himself  to  practise  with  credit  and  success;  and  im- 
mediately entered  0.1  the  study  of  Law.  In  pursuit  of 
the  last  mentioned  object,  he  was  prematurely  arrested, 
before  he  had  an  opportunity  of  reaping  the  fruit  oi 
those  talents  with  which  he  was  endowed,  and  of  $ 
youth  spent  in  the  ardent  and  successful  pursuit  of  use« 
'fift  and  elegant  literature 
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beginning-  towards  a  collection  of  natural  and" 
artificial  curiofnies,  befides  landed  property  of 
confiderable  value.  The  comoanv  have  late- 
ly  built  an  elegant  houfe  in  Fifth  flreet,  ia 
the  front  of  which  will  be  erected  a  marble 
flame  of  their  founder,  Benjamin  Frank* 
lin. 

This  inftitution  was  greatly  encouraged  by 
the  friends  of  Literature  in  America  and  in 
Great  Britain.  *  The  Penn  family  diftinguifh- 
ed  themielves  by  their  donations.  Amongll 
the  earlieft  friends  of  this  inftitution  muft  be 
mentioned  the  late  Peter  Collinfon,  the  friend 
and  correfpondent  of  Dr.  Franklin.  He  not 
only  made  considerable  prefents  himfelf,  and 
obtained  others  from  his  friends,  but  volun- 
tarily undertook  to  manage  the  bufmefs  of 
the  company  in  London,  recommending 
books,,  purchafmg  and  Ihipping  them.  His 
extenfive  knowledge,  and  zeal  for  the  promo- 
tion of  fcience,  enabled  him  to  execute  this 
important  trull:  with  the  greateft  advantage. 
He  continued  to  perform  thefe  fervices  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  and  uniformly  refufed 
to  accept  of  any  compenfation.  During  this 
time,  he  communicated  to  the  directors  every 
information  relative  to  improvements  and  dif- 
coveries  in  the  arts,  agriculture,  and  philofo- 
phy. 

The  beneficial  influence  £>f  this  inftitution 
was  foon  evident..^  Thtf  cheapnefs  of'  terms 
rendered  it  acceiftble  to  every  one.    Its  advarv 
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tages  were  n  ot  confined  to  the  opulent.  Th'& 
citizens  in  the  middle  and  lower  walks  of  life 
were  equally  partakers  of  them.  Hence  a 
degree  of  information  was  extended  amongst 
all  claffes  of  people,  which  is  very  unufual  in 
other  places.  The  example  was  Toon  follow- 
ed. Libraries  were  eftabliihed  in  various 
places,  and  they  are  now  become  very  numer- 
ous in  the  United  States,  and  particularly  iii 
Penhfylvahia.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  they 
will  be  mil  more  widely  extended,  and  that 
information  will  be  every  where  increafed. 
This- will  be  the  belt-  feeurfty  for  maintaining 
our  liberties.  A  nation  of  well  informed  men, 
who  have  been-  taught  to  know  and  prize  the 
rights  which  God  'has  given  them  cannot  be 
enflaved.  It  is  in  the  regions  of  ignorance" 
that  tyranny  reigns.  It  flies  before  the  light 
of  fcience^  Let  the  citizens  of  America,  then 
encourage  inftitutions  calculated  to  diffefe 
knowledge  amongft:  the  people  ;  and  amongfi 
thef«3  public  libraries  are  not  the  le aft  import 
tant. 

In  1732,  Franklin  began  to  publifh  Poor 
Richard's  Almanac.  This  was  remarkable 
for  the  numerous  and  valuble  concife  maxim? 
which  it  contained,  all  tending  to  exhort  to 
induftry  and  frugality.  It  was  continued  for 
many  years.  In  the  almanac  for  the  la fc 
year,  all  the  maxims  were  collected  in  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  . reader,  entitled,  The  Way  to 
Wealth,     This  has  been  tranflated  in  various 
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languages,  and  inferted  in  different  publica- 
tions. It  has  alio  been  printed  on  a  large 
iheet,  and  may  be  feen  framed  in  many  houf- 
es  in  this  city.  This  addrefs  contains,  per- 
haps, the  bed.  practical  fyftem  of  economy 
that  ever  has  appeared.  It  is  written  in  a 
manner  intelligible  to  every  one,  and  which 
cannot  fail  bi  convincing  every  reader  of  the 
juftice  and  propriety  of /he  remarks  and  ad- 
vice which  it  contains.  The  demand  for  this 
almanac  wasfo  great,  that  ten  thoufand  have 
been  fold  jn  one  year  ;  which  mud  be  confid- 
ered  as  a  very  large  number,  efpecially  when 
we  reflect,  that  this  country  was,  at  that  time.* 
but  thinly  peopled.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
the  falutary  maxims  contained  in  thefe.  alman- 
acs, mull  have  made  a  favourable  impreffion 
upon  many  of  the  readers  of  them. 

It  was  not  long  before  Franklin  entered 
upon  his  political  career.  In  theyear  1736  he 
was  appointed  clerk  to  the  general  affembly  of 
Pennfy'vania  *,  and  was  reelected  by  fucceed- 
jng  affemblies  for  feveral  years,  until  he  was 
ehofen  a  reprefentative  for  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

Bradfoid  was  poffeiTed  of  fome  advantages 
over  Franklin,  by  being  poft-mafter,  thereby 
having  an  opportunity  of  circulating  his  paper 
more  extensively,  and  thus  rendering  it  a  bet- 
ter vehicle  for  advertifements,  Sec.  Franklin, 
in  his  turn,  enjoyed  thefe  advantages,  by  being 
appointed  poft7mafter. ofphiladelphia^in  1 757* 
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Bradford,  while  in  office,  had  acted  ungene- 
xoufly  towards  Franklin,  preventing  as  much 
as  pofuble  the  circulation  of  his  paper.  He 
liad  now  an  opportunity  of  retaliating  ;  but 
his  noblenefs  of  foul  prevented  him  from  mak-. 
ing  *jfe  of  it. 

The  police  ef  Philadelphia  had  early  ap- 
pointed watchmen,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  guard 
the  citizens  againfi  the  midnight  robber,  and 
to  give  an  immediate  alarm  in  cafe  of  fire. 
This  duty  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  mod  impor- 
tant that  ca*  be  'committed  to  any  fet  of  men. 
The  regulations,  however,  were  not  fufficient- 
ly  ftriS.  Franklin  faw  the  dangers  arifing 
from  this  caufe,  and  fuggefted  an  alteration, 
fo  as  to  oblige  the  guardians  of  the  night  to 
be  more  watchful  over  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  citizens.  The  propriety  of  this  was 
immediately  perceived,  and  a  reform  was  ef- 
fected. 

There  is  nothing  more  dangerous  to  grow- 
ing cities  than  fires.  Other  caufes  operate 
ilowly,  and  almoft  imperceptibly  ;  but  thefe 
in  a  moment  render  abortive  the  labours  of 
ages.  On  this  account  there  mould  be,  in  all 
cities,  ample  provifions  to  prevent  fires  from 
fpreading.  Franklin,  early  faw  the  neceflity 
of  thefe  ;  and,  about  the  year  1738,  formed 
the  jfirft  fire  company  in  this  city.  This  ex- 
ample was  foon  followed  by  others  ;  and  there 
arc  now  numerous  fire-companies  in  the  city 
and  liberties.     To  thefe  may  be  attributed  in 
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a  great  degree  the  activity  in  extinguishing 
fires,  for  which  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
are  diflmguiihed,  and  the  inconsiderable  dam- 
age which  this  city  has  fuftained  from  this 
caufe. — Some  tirrie  after,  Franklin  fuggeftecf 
the  plan  of  an  aiTociation  for  enfuring  houfes, 
from  loffes  by  fire,  which  was  adopted;  an!d 
the  aflbciation  continues  to  this  day.  The 
advantages  experienced  from  it  have  been 
great. 

From  the  fir  ft  eftabliflinaent  of  Pennfylvania, 
a  fpirit  of  difpute    appears   to   have  prevailed 
amongft  its  inhabitants.     During  the  life-time 
of  William  Penh,  the  conflitution   had  been 
three  times  altered.     After    this    period,    the 
Hiftory  of  Pennfylvania  is  little  elfe  than  a  re- 
cital of  the  quarrels  between  the  proprietaries, 
or  thfeir  governours,  and  the  afTembly,      The 
proprietaries  contended  for  the  right  of  ex- 
empting their  land  from  taxes ;  to   which  the 
afTembly  would  by  no  means   cotvfent.      This 
f abject  of  difpute   interfered  in  almoft  every 
queft'ion,   and*  prevented  the    moil    falutary 
laws  from  being  enacted.     This,  at  times,  fub- 
jected  the  people  to  great  inconveniences.    In 
the  year  1744,  during  a  war  between  France 
and  Great  Britain,  fome  French  and   Indians 
had  made  inroads  upon  the   frontier  inhabit- 
ants of  the  province,    who  were   unprovided 
for  fuch  an  attack.      It  became  necelTary  that 
the  citizens    mould  arm   for  their   defence,- 
Governour  Thomas  recommended  to  the  af* 
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fembly,  who  were  tfeen  fitting,  to  pafs  a  militia 
law.  To  this  they  would  agree  only  upon, 
condition  that  he  ihould  give  his  afTent  to 
certain  laws,  which  appeared  to  then?  calculat- 
ed to  promote  the  intereil  of  the  people.  As 
he  thought  thefe  laws  would  be  injurious  to 
the  proprietaries,  he  refufed  his  aiTent  to  them  ; 
and  the  afjembly  broke  up  without  palling  a 
militia  law.  The  fuuation  of  the  province 
was  at  this  time  truly  alarming  ;  expofed  to 
the  continual  inroads  of  an  enemy,  and  defti- 
tute  of  every  means  of  defence.  At  this  crifis 
Franklin  ftepped  forth,  and  propofed  to  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  a  plan 
of  a  voluntary  affcciation  for  the  defence  of 
the  province.  This  was  approved  of,  and 
figned  by  twelve  hundred  perfons  immedi- 
ately. 

Copies  of  it  were  circulated  throughout  the 
province  ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  the  number  of 
Figners  amounted  to  ten  thoufand.  Franklin 
was  chofen  colonel  of  the  Philadelphia  regi- 
ment ;  but  he  did  not  $ink  p-rcper  to  accept 
of  the  honour. 

Purfuits  of  a  different  nature  now  occupied 
the  greateft  part  of  his  attention  for  fome 
years.  He  engaged  in  a  courfe  of  electrical 
experiments,  with  all  the  ardour  and  third  for 
difcovery  which  characterized  the  philofophers. 
of  that, day.  Of  all  the  branches  of  experi-. 
mental  phtlofophy,  electricity  had  been  leaft 
explored.    The  attractive  power  of  amjper  i$ 
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mentioned  by  Theopractus  and  Pliny,  and 
from  them,  by  later  naturaliits.  In  the  year 
1600,  Gilbert,  an  Engiifh  phyfician,  enlarged 
confiderably  the  catalogue  of  fubftances  which 
have  the  property  of  attracting  light  bodies, 
Boyte,  Otto  Guerick«,  a  burgomafler  of  Mag- 
deburg, celebrated  as  the  inventor  of  the  air 
pump,  Dr.  Wall,  and  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  added 
i'ome  fa  els.  Guericke  firft  obferved  the  repul- 
five  power  of  electricity,  and  the  light  and 
noife  produced  by  it.  In  1709,  Hawke&ec 
communicated  fom§  important  obfervations 
and  experiments  to  the  world.  For  feveral 
years  electricity  was  entirely  neglected,  until 
Mr.  Gray  applied  himfelf  to  it,  in  1728,  with: 
great  affiduity.  He,  and  his.  friend  Mr.. 
Wheeler,  made  a  gTeat  variety  of  expert-, 
ments  ;  in  which  they  demonftrated,  that  e- 
lectricity  may  be  communicated  from  ona 
body  to  another,  even  without  being  in  con- 
tact, and  in  this  way  maybe  conducted  to  a 
great  diftance.  Mr.  Gray,  afterwards  found,, 
that,  by  iufpending  rods  of  iron  by  filk  or 
hair  lines,  and  bringing  an  excited  tube  under 
them,fparks  might  be  drawn,. and  a  light  per- 
ceived at  the  extremities  in  the  dark,  M.  Da 
Faye,  intendant  on  the  French  King's  gar- 
dens, made  a  number  of  experiments,  which- 
added  not  a  little  to  the  fcience.  He  made 
the  difcovery  of  two  kinds  of  electricity  which 
he  called  vitreous  and  refinous  ;•  the  former  pro*. 
dy.ced  by  itibbing  glafs*  the  latter  from  excite 
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ed  fulphur,  fealing-wax,  &c.    But  this  idea  he 
afterwards  gave  upas  erroneous.      Between 
the  years  1739  and  1742^  Defagailiers  made  a 
number  of  experiments  but  added  little  of  im> 
portance*     He  flnl  ufed  the   terms   conductors 
and  eleclrics  per  fe*     In  1742,  feveral  ingenious 
Germans  engaged  in  the  fubjee~t.      Of  thefe 
the  principal  were,  proferTor  Bozo,  of  Wittem- 
bergh,  profefTot  Windier,  of  Leipfic,  Gordon, 
a  Scotch   Benedictine  monk,  profeflbr  of  phi- 
lofophy  at  Erfurt,  and  Dr.  Ludolf,  of  Berlin. 
The  refult  of  thsir  refearches  aftonifhed  the 
philosophers   of  Europe.       Their   apparatus 
was  large,  and  by  means  of  it  they  were  ena- 
bled to  colled  large   quantities  of  electricity, 
and  thus  to  produce    phenomena  which  had 
been  hitherto  unobferved.     They  killed  fmall 
birds,  and  fet  fpirits  on  fire.      Their  experi- 
ments excited  the  curiofity  of  other  phiiofo- 
phers*    Collinfon,  about  the  year  1745,   fen't 
to  the  library  company  of  Philadelphia  an  ac- 
count  of  thefe   experiments,  together  with  a 
tube,  and  directions  how:  to  ufe  it.     Franklin , 
with  Tome  of  his  friends,  immediately  engag- 
ed in  a  courfe  of  experiments  \  the  refult  of 
•which  is  well  known.      He   was  enabled  to 
make  a  number  of  important  difcoveries,  and 
to  propofe  theories   to   account  for   various 
phenomena  ;    which  have   been   univerfally 
adopted,  and  which  bid  fair  to  endure  for  ag- 
es.    His  obfervations  he  communicated,  in  a 
feri.es  of  letters,  to  his  friend  Collinfan  y  the* 
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&ft  of  which  is  dated  March   28,    1747.     In 
thefe  he  make3  known  the  power  of  points  in 
drawing  and  rhrowing  off  the  electrical  mat- 
ter, which  had  hitherto  efcaped  the  notice  of 
electricians*     He  alfo  made  the  grand  difcov- 
ery  of  a  plus  and   minus,  or  of  a  pofitlve  and 
negative  ftate  of  electricity.      We  gave   him 
the  honour  of  this,   without   hefitation  5    al- 
though the  English  have  claimed  it  for  their 
countryman,  Dr.  Watfon.     Watfon's  paper  is 
dated  January  21,  1748;  Franklin's  July  n, 
1 747  ;  feveral  months  prior.       Shortly  after, 
Franklin,  from  his  principles  of  plus  and  mi- 
nus ftate,  explained,  in  a  fatisfactory  manner, 
the  phenomena  of  the  Leyden  phial,  firft  ob* 
ferved  by  Mr.  Cuneus,  or  by  profeflbr  Muf- 
chenbrock*  of  Leyden,  wkich  had  much  per- 
plexed philofopfoers*     He  mewed  clearly  that 
the  bottle,  when  charged,  contained  no  more 
electricity  than  before,  but  that  as  much  was 
taken  from  the  one  fide  as  was  thrown  on  the 
other  ;  and  that,  to  difcharge  it,  nothing  was 
neceflary  but  to  make   a  communication  be- 
tween the  two  fides,  by  which    the   equilibri- 
um might  be  reftored,  and  that  then  no  ngns 
of  electricity  Would  remain.      He  afterwards 
demonstrated,  by  experiments,  that   the  elec- 
tricity did  not  refide  in  the  coating,   as    had 
been  fupported  in  the  pores  of  the  glafs  itfelf. 
After  a  phial  was  charged,  he   removed  the 
coating,  and  found  that  upon  applying  a  new 
coating  the  Ihock  might  flili  be  received.     In 
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the  year  1 749,  he  firfl  fuggefted  his  idea  of 
explaining  the  phenomena  of  thunder-gufis, 
and  of  the  aurora  borealis,  upon  electrical 
principles.  He  points  out  many  particulars 
in  which  lightning  and  electricity  agree  ;  and 
he  adduces  many  facts,  and  realoning  from  [ 
facts,  in  fapport  of  his  pofitions.  In  the  fame 
year  he  conceived  the  aflonifhingly  bold  and 
grand  idea  of  ascertaining  the  truth  of  his 
doctrine,  by  actually  drawing  down  the  forked 
Jightning,  by  means  of  fharp  pointed  iron 
rods  raifed  into  the  region  of  the  clouds. 
Even  in  this  uncertain  ftate,  his  paflion  to  be 
ufeful  to  mankind  difplays  itfelf  in  a  power- 
ful manner.  Admitting  the  identity  of  elec-  , 
tricity  and  lightning,  and  knowing  the  power 
of  points  in  repelling  bodies  charged  with  e?  1 
Jectricify,  and  in  conducting  their  fire  filently 
atid  imperceptibly,  he  fuggefts  the  idea  of  Se- 
curing houfes,  ihips,  &c.  from  being  damaged 
by  lightning,  by  erecting  pointed  rods,  which  ' 
fhould  rife  fome  feet  above  the  moll:  elevated 
part,  and  defcend  fome  feet  into  the  ground  or  ' 
the  water.  The  effect  of  thefe,  he  concluded, 
would  be  either  to  prevent  a  flroke  by  repell- 
ing the  cloud  beyond  the  finking  diftance, 
or  by  drawing  off  the  electrical  fire  which  it 
contained  5  or,  if  they  could  not  effect  this, 
they  would  at  leaft  conduct  the  flroke  to  the; 
eatth,  witiout  any  injury  to  the  building. 

It  wa?  not  until  the  fummer  of  1752,  that, 
he  was  enabled  to  complete  hie  grand  and  ui> 
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paralleled  difcovery  by  experiment.  The  plan 
which  he  had  originally  propofed,  was,  to  e« 
reel:  on  fome  high  tower,  or  other  elevatedE 
prace,  a  eentry-box,  from  which  fhould  rife  ap- 
pointed iron  rod,  infulated  by  being  fixed  in  a' 
cake  of  rofin,  Electrified  clouds  pacing  over 
this,  would,  he  conceived,  impart  to  it  a  por- 
tion of  their  electricity,  which  would  be  ren- 
dered evident  to  the  fenfes  by  fparkt  being- 
emitted,  when  a  key,  a  knuckle,  or  other  con- 
ductor, was  prefented  to  it.  Philadelphia  at 
this  time  afforded  no  opportunity  of  trying  anJ 
experiment  of  this  kind,  "Whilfr.  Franklin 
was  waking  for  the  erection  of  a  fpire,  it  oc- 
cured  to  him,  that  he  might  have  more  ready 
accefs  to  the  region  of  clouds,  by  means  of  a' 
common  kite.  He  prepared'  one  by  attaching 
two  crofs  flicks  to  a  filk  handkerchief,  which 
would  not  fuffer  fo  much  from  tHe  rain  as  pa- 
per, To  his  upright  Hick  was  affixed  an  iron 
point.  The  firing  was,  as  ufua),  of  hemp^ 
except  the  lower  end,  which  was  filk.  Wiiefd 
the  hempen  firing  termin?ited,  a  key  was  fatt- 
ened. With  this  apparatus,  on  the  appear- 
ance of  a  thunder-gull  approaching,  he  went 
into  the  commons,  accompanied  by  his  fonj- 
to  whom  alone  he  communicated  his  inten- 
tions, well  knowing  the  ridicule  which,  too* 
generally  for  the  intereft  of  fcience,  awaits  un- 
fuccefsful  experiments  in  philefophy.  He 
placed  himfelf  under  a  med  to  avoid  the  rain. 
His  kite  was  raifed.     A  thunder  cloud  paf&fc 
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over  it.  No  fign  of  electricity  appeared;  He 
almofl  defpaired  of  fuccefs ;  when  fuddenly  he 
obferved  the  loofe  fibres  of  bis  ftring  to  move 
towards  an  erecl  pofnion.  He  now  prefented 
his  knuckle  to  the  key,  and  received  a  ftrong 
fpark.  How  exquiiite  mud  his  fenfation* 
have  been  at  this  moment  !  On  this  experi- 
ment depended  the  fate  of  his  theory.  If  Jie 
fucceeded,  his  name  would  rank  high  among  ft 
thofe  who  have  improved  fcience  ;  if  he  fail- 
ed, he  muft  inevitably  be  fubjecled  to  the  de- 
rifion  of  mankind,  or,  what  is  worfe,  their  pity, 
as  a  well- meaning  man,  but  a  weak,  filly  pro- 
jector. The  anxiety  with  which  he  looked 
for  the  refult  of  his  experiment,  may  eafily  be 
conceived.  Doubts  and  defpair  had  begun  to 
prevail,  when  the  fact  was  afcerrained  in  fo 
clear  a  manner,  that  even  the  mod  incredu- 
lous could  no  longer  withhold  their  aflent. 
Repeated  fparks  were  drawn  from  the  key, 
a  vial  was  charged,  a  mock  given,  and  all  tha 
experiments  made,  which  are  ufually  perform- 
ed with  electricity. 

About  a  month  before  this  period,  fome  in- 
genious Frenchmen  had  completed  the  difcov- 
ery,  in  the  manner  originally  propofed  by  Dr« 
Franklin.  The  letters  which  he  fent  to  Mr. 
Collinfon,  it  is  faid,  were  refufed  a  place 
amongft  the  papers  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
London.  However  this  may  be,  Colinfon 
publifhed  them  in  a  feparate  volume,  under 
the  title  of  "New  Experiments  and  Obferva- 
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dons  on  Eleclricity,  made  at  Philadelphia,  in 
America.'5     They- were  read  with  avidity,  and" 
foon  translated  into  different   languages*      A 
very  incorrect  French  tranflation  fell   into  the. 
hands  of  the  celebrated  Bufton,  who,  notwith-- 
ftanding  the   difadvantages  under  which  the 
work  laboured,  was  much  pleafed  with  it,  and 
repeated  the  experiments  with  fuccefs.      He 
prevailed  upon  his  friend,   M,  D'Alibard,  to 
give  his  countrymen  a   more   correct  tranfla- 
tion of  the  work  of  the  American  electrician. 
This  contributed  much   towards  fpreading   a 
knowledge  of  Franklin's  principles  in  France*- 
The  Kings,  Louis  XV.  hearing  of  thefc  experi- 
ments,  expreffed  a  wifh  to  be  a  fpe&ator  of 
them.     A  courfe  of  experiments  was  given  ar 
thefeatof  the  Due  D'Aven,  at  St.   Germain, 
by  M,  De  Lor.      The   applaufes >.  which    the 
King  beftov/ed  upon  Franklin,  excited  in  Buff 
fon,.D'Alibard,  and  De  Lor,  an  earneft'  defire-r 
of  ascertaining  the  truth  of  his  theory  of  thun~ 
der-gufts.     Buffon,  erected  his   apparatus  on? 
the  tower  of  Montabar.      M,.  D'Alibard   at 
Mary-Ia-ville,  and  De  Lor,  at  his  houfe  in  the 
Eftrapade  at  Paris,  fome  of  the  highed: ground 
in  that   capital.       D'Alibard's   machine   firft 
mewed  figns  of  electricity.      On  the.  loth  of 
May,  1752,  a   thunder-cloud   paifed  over  it, 
in  the  abfenceof  M.  D'Alibard  ;  and  a  num- 
ber of  fparks  were  drawn  from  it  by  Coiffier,  a 
joiner,  with  whom  D'Allibard  had  left  direc- 
tions how  to  proceed^  and  by  M.  Raulet, . '  the- 
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prior  of  Mary-laville.  An  account  of  this  eX> 
periment  was  given  to  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences,  in  a  memoir  by  M.  D'Alibard,  dated 
May  13th,  1752.  On  the  18th  of  May,  M» 
De  Lor  proved  equally  fuccefsful  with  the  ap- 
paratus erected  at  his  own  houfe.  Thefe  dif- 
coveries  foon  excited  the  philofophers  of  oth- 
er parts  of  Europe  to  repeat  the  experiment* 
Amongff.  thefe,  none  lignalized  themfelves- 
more  than  Father  Beccaria  of  Turin,  to  whofe 
obfervations  fcience  is  much  indebted.  Even 
the  cold  regions  of  Ruffia  were  penetrated  by 
the  ardour  for  difcovery.  ProfefTor  Richman 
bade  fair  to  add  much  to  the  flock  of  knowl- 
edge on  this  fubjeft,  when  an  unfortunate  flaffv 
from  his  rod  put  a  period  to  his  exiftenee,- 
The  friends  of  fcience  will  long  remember 
with  regret  the  admirable  martyr  to  electrici- 
By thefe  experiments  Franklin's  theory  was 
eflablifhed  in  the  molt  fum  manner.-  When' 
the  truth  of  it  could  no  longer  be  doubted, 
the  vanity  of  men  endeavoured  to  detract,  fro nv 
its  merit.-  That  an  American,  an  inhabitant 
of  the  obfcurecity  of  Philadelphia,- the  name 
of  which  was  hardly  known,  mould  be  able 
to  make  difcoveries,  and  to  frame  theories, 
which  had  efcaped  the  notice  of  the  enlight- 
ened philofopherb  of  Europe,  was  too  mortify- 
ing to  be  admitted.  He  muft  certainly  have 
taken  the  idea  from  fomeboddy  elfe.  An  A- 
znerican,  a  being  of  inferior  order,  make  dif- 
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eovefies !  ImpofTible.  It  was  faid,  that  the 
Abbe  Nollet,  in  174$,  had  fuggefted  the  idea 
of  the  fimilarity  of  lightning  and  electricity, 
in  his  Lecons  ds  Phyftque.  It  is  true,  that  the 
Abbe  mentions  the  idea,  but  he  throws  it  out 
as  a  bare  C6nje£hire9  and  propofes  no  mode  of 
afcertaini:,f  r  -  truth  of  it.  He  himfeif  ac- 
know]  r  hat  Franklin  firJS  entertained  the 
be  i  bunging   lightning    from  the 

h-  s,  by  Hie^as  of  pointed  rods  fixed  in 
the  air.  The  firnilarity  of  electricity  and 
lightning  is  fo  ftrong,  that  we  need  not  be 
furpnfed  at  notice  being  taken  of  it,  as  foon  as 
electrical  phenomena  become  familiar.  We 
find  it  mentioned  by  Dr.  Wall  and  Mr.  Gray, 
while  the  fcience  was  in  its  infancy.  But  the 
honour  of  forming  a  regular  theory  of  thun- 
der gufts,  of  fuggefling  a  mode  of  determin- 
ing the  truth  of  it  by  experiments  and  by  put- 
ting thefe  experiments  in  practice,  and  thus 
eftabliming  his  theory  upon  a  firm  and  folid  ba- 
lls, is  inconteftibly  due  to  Franklin.  D'Ali- 
bard,who  made  the  experiments  in  France, 
fays,  that  he  only  followed  the  track  which 
Franklin  had  pointed  out. 

It  has  been  of  late  afTerted,  that  the  hon- 
our of  completing  the  experiment  with  the  e- 
le£trical  kite,  does  not  belong  to  Franklin. 
Some  late  Englifh  paragraphs  have  attributed 
|t  td  fome  Frenchman,  whofe  name  they  do 
not  mention  ;  and  the  Abbe  Bertholon  gives 
It  to  M.  De  RoxQas,  affeffor  to  the  prefideai  0 


ii4°  franklin's  life. 

Nerac  ;  the  Englifh  paragraphs  probably  re- 
efer to  the  fame  perfon.  But  a  very  flight  at- 
tention will  convince  us  of  the  injuftice  of  this 
procedure :.:  Dr.  -Franklin's  experiment  was 
made  in  June,  1752  ;  and  his  letter,  giving  an 
account  of  it,  is  dated  October  19,  1752.  M. 
«le  Romas  made  his  firft  attempt  on  the  14th 
of  May,  1753,  but  was  not  fuccefsful  until  the 
7th  of  June  y  a  year  after  Franklin  had  com- 
pleted the  difcovery,  and  when  it  was  known 
to  all  the  philofophers  in  Europe. 

Befides  thefe  great  principles,  Franklin's 
letters  on  electricity  contain  a  number  of  facts 
and  hints,  which  have  contributed  greatly  to- 
wards reducing  this  branch  of  knowledge  to  a 
fcience.  His  friend  Mr.  Kinnerfly,  communi- 
cated to  him  a  difcovery  of  the  different  kinds 
of  electricity  excited  by  rubbing  glafs  and  ful- 
phur.  This,  we  have  faid,  was  firft  obferved 
by  M.  Du  Faye  ;  but  it  was  for .  many  years 
neglected.  The  philofophers  were  difpofed  to 
account  for  the  phenomena,  rather  from  a  dif- 
ference in  the  quantity  of  electricity  collected  * 
and  even  Du  Faye  himfelf  feems  at  lafl  to 
liave  adopted  this  doctrine.  Franklin  at  firft 
entertained  the  fame  idea ;  but  upon  repeat- 
ing the  experiments,  he  perceived  that  Mr* 
Kinnerfley  was  right  ;  and  that  the  vitreous 
and  refinous  electricity  of  Du  Faye,  were  noth- 
ing moTe  than  the  pqfitive  and  negative  ftates 
\whichhehad  before  obferved  y  that  the  glafs 
vlobe  charged j>o/itiveiyy  or  increased  the  quan- 
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thy  of  electricity  on  the  prime  conductor  <> 
whilft  the  globe  of  fulphur  diminifhed  its  nat- 
ural quantity,  or  charged  negatively.  Thefe 
experiments  and  obfervations  opened  a,  new 
field  for  inveftigation,  upon  which  electricians 
entered  with  avidity  ;  and  their  labours  have 
added  much  to  the  flock  of  our  knowledge* 

In  September,  1752,  Franklin  entered  upon 
a  courfe  of  experiments,  to  determine  the  (late 
©f  slectricity  in  the  clouds.  From  a  number 
of  experiments  he  formed  this  conciuiion  : 
"  That  the  clouds  of  a  thunder-guft:  are  mod 
commonly  in  a  negative  ftate  of  electricity* 
but  fomefcimes  in  a  pofitive  flate,"  and  from 
this  it  follows,  as  a  neceifary  confequence, 
*'  that  for  the  moft  part,  in  thunder-ftrokes  it 
is  the  earth  that  ftrikes  into  the  clouds,  and 
not  the  clouds  that  flrike  into  the  earth." 
The  letter  containing  thefe  obfervations  is  dat. 
ed  in  September,  1753  ;  and  yet  thedifcovery 
of  afcendjng  thunder  has  been  faid  to  be  of  a 
modern  date,  and  has  been  attributed  to  the 
Abbe  Bertholon,  who  publiftied  his  memoir 
on  thefubject  in  1776. 

Franklin's  lett  ers  have  been  tranflated  into 
Latin*  In  proportion  as  they  have  become 
known,  his  principles  have  been  adopted. 
Some  oppofition3  was  made  to  his  theories, 
particularly  by  the  Abbe  Nollet,  who  was, 
however,  but  feebly  fupported,  whilft  the 
fjrft  philofppers  of  Europe  flepped  forth  in 
defence  of    Franklin's    principles  j    among 

Ma 
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whom  D'Alibard  and  Beccaria  were  the  mod 
diftinguifhed.  The  oppofition  has  gradually 
ceafed,  and  the  Franklinian  fyftem  is  now  uni>- 
verfally  adopted,  where  fcience  flourishes. 

The  important  practical  ufe  which  Franklin 
made  of  his  difcoveries,  the  fecuring  of  houf- 
es  from  injury  by  lightning,  has  been  already 
mentioned.  Pointed  conductors  are  now  very 
common  in  America,  but  prejudice  has  hith- 
erto prevented  their  general  introduction  into 
Europe,  notwithstanding  the  moft  undoubted 
proofs  of  their  utility  have  been  given.  But 
mankind  can  with  difficulty  be  brought  to  lay 
afide  eftablifhed  practices,  or  to  adopt  new 
ones.  And  perhaps  we  have  more  reafon  to 
be  furprifed  that  a  practice,  however  rational, 
which  was  propofed  about  forty  years  ago' 
fhould  in  that  time  have  been  adopted  in  fo 
many  places,  than  thai  it  has  univerfally  pre- 
vailed. It  is  only  by  degrees  that  the  great 
body  of  mankind  can  be  led  into  new  practic- 
es, however  falutary  their  tendency.  It  is 
now  nearly  eighty  years  fince  innoculation  was 
introduced  into  Europe  and  America  ;  and  it 
is  fo  far  from  being  general  at  prefent,  that 
it  will,  perhaps,  require  one  or  two  centuries, 
to  render  it  fo. 

In  the  year  1745^  Franklin  published  an  ac* 
count  of  his  new  invented  Penniyhania  fire- 
places, in  which  he  minutely  and  accurately 
ftates  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  dif 
/ereju  kinds  of  fire-places j.  and  eftdeavoun  to, 
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fhew  that  the  one  which  he  defcribes  is  to  be 
preferred  to  any  other.  This  contrivance  has 
given  rife  to  the  open  ftoves  now  in  general 
wfe,  which,  however,  differ  from  it  in  con- 
flru&ion,  particularly  in  not  having  an  air- 
box  at  the  back,  through  which  a  conftant 
fupply  of  air,  warmed  in  its  paflage,  is  thrown 
into  the  room.  The  advantages  of  this  are, 
that  as  a  ftream  of  warm  air  is  continually 
flowing  into  the  room,  lefs  fuel  is  neceflary  to 
preferve  a  proper  temperature,  and  the  room 
may  be  fo  tightened  as  that  no  air  may  enter 
through  cracks  ;  the  confequences  of  whicft 
are  colds,  tooth-aches,  Sec. 

Although  philofophy  was  a  principal  object 
of  Franklin's  purfuit  for  feveral  years,  he 
confined  himfelf  not  to  this.  In  the  year 
2747,  he  became  a  member  of  the  general  af- 
fembfy  of  Pennfylvania,  as  a  burgefs  for  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  Warm  drfputes  at  this 
time  fubfifted  between  the  aflembly  and  the 
proprietaries  ;  each  contending  for  what  they 
conceived  to  be  their  juft  rights.  Franklin, 
a  friend  to  the  rights  of  man  from  his  infancy, 
foon  diftittguimed  himfelf  as  a  fteady  opponent 
of  the  unjuft  fchemes  of  the  proprietaries. 
He  was  foon  looked  up  to  as  the  head  of  the 
opposition  ;  and  to  him  have  been  attributed 
many  of  the  fpirited  replies:  of  the  affembly, 
to  the  meffages  of  the  governours*.  His  influ- 
ence in  the  body  was  very  great.  This  arofe 
Bot  from  any  fuperiour  powers  of  eloquence  -9 
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he  fpoke  but  feldom  ;  and  he  never  was  knows 
to  make  any  thing  like  an  elaborate  harangue. 
His  fpeeches  often  confuted  of  a  fingle  fen- 
tence,  or  of  a  well  told  ftory,  the  moral  of 
which  was  always  obvioufly  to  the  point.  Henj 
never  attempted  the  flowery  fields  of  oratory. 
His  manner  was  plain  and  mild.  His  ftyle 
in  fpeaking  was,  like  that  of  his  writings,  re- 
markably concife.  With  this  plain  manner, 
and  his  penetrating  and  folid  judgment,  he 
was  able  to  confound  the  moft  eloquent  and 
fubtle  of  his  adverfaries,  to  confirm  the  opin- 
ions of  his  friends,  and  to  make  converts  of 
the  unprejudiced  who  had  oppofed  him, 
With  a  fingle  obfervation,  he  has  rendered  el 
no  avail  an  elegant  and  lengthy  difcourfe,  and 
determined  the  fate  of  a  queftion  of  impor- 
tance. 

But  he  was  not  contented  with  thus  fup- 
porting  the  rights  of  the  people*  He  wiihed 
to  render  them  permanently  fecure,  which  can 
only  be  done  by  making  their  value  properly 
known  *r  and  this  muft  depend  upon  increas- 
ing and  extending  infbrmatiori  to  every  claii 
of  men*  We  have  already  feen  that  he  was 
the  founder  of  the  public  library,  which  con* 
iributed  greatly  towards  improving  the  mindfc 
of  the  citizens.  But  this  was  not  fufficient. 
The  fchools  then  fubfifting  were  in  general  of 
little  utility.  The  teachers  were  men  ill  qual- 
ified for  the  important  duty  which  they  had 
undertaken  ;    and  after  all,  nothing    more 
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■Ktftsld  be  obtained  than  the  rudiments  of  a 
common  Englifh  education.  Franklin  drew 
up  a  plan  of  an  Academy  to  be  erected  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  fuited  to  "  the  flare  of  an 
Infant  cburitf y  ;"  but  in  this,  as  in  all  his 
plans,  he  confined  not  his  views'  to  the  prefent 
time  only.  He  looked  forward  to  the  period 
when  an  inftitution  on  an  enlarged  plan  would 
become  necefTary.  With  this  view  he  confrd- 
ered  his  academy  as  •"  a  foundation  for  pof- 
terity  to  erect  a  feminary  of  learning,  more 
extenfive,  and  fuitable  to  future  ei'rcumftane- 
es."  In  purfuance  of  this  plan  the  confuta- 
tions-were  drawn 'up  and  flgned  on  'th'3  13th 
of  November,  1749.  In  thefe  twenty  four  of 
■the  moft  refpeciable  citizens'  or"  Philadelphia 
were  named  as  truftees.  In  the  choice  of 
thefe,  and  in  the  formation  of  his  plan,  Frank- 
lin is  laid  to  have  confulted  chiefly  with 
Thomas  Hopkinfon,  Efq.  Rev*  Richard  Pe- 
ters, then  fecretary  of  the  province,  Tench 
Francis,  Efq.  attorney  general,  and  Dr.  Phin- 
eas  Bond. 

The  following  article  mews  a  fplrit  of  be- 
nevolence worthy  of  imitation  ;  and  for  the 
honour  of  our  city,  we  hope  that  it  continues 
to  be  in  force. 

"  In  cafe  of  the  inability  of  the  reclor,  or 
any  mailer,  (eftablifhed  on  the  foundation  by 
receiving  a  certain  falary)  through. ficknefs,  of 
any  other  natural  infirmities  whereby  he  may 
be  reduced  to  poverty,  the  truftees  fhall  have 
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power  to  contribute  to  his  fupport,  in  propor- 
tion to  his  diftrefs  and  merit,  and  the  (lock  ip. 
their  hands/ ' 

The  lait  claufe  of  the  fundamental  rules  is 
ezpreiTed  in  language  Ibutender  and  benevo- 
lent, fo  truly  parental,  th  t  it  will  do  eyerlaft- 
ing.  honour  to  the  .hearts  and  heads  of  the 
founders. 

tc  It  is  hoped  and  expected,. that  the  -truf- 
fees  will  make  it  their  pleafure,  and  in  fome 
degree  their  bufm.efs,  to  viiit  the  academy  of- 
ten ;  to  encourage  and  countenance  the 
youth,  countenance  and  aillfr  the  mailers,  ancl 
;by  all  means  jn  their  power  advance  the  tife- 
fulnefs  and  reputation  of  the  defign  j  that 
they  will  look  on  the  ftudents  as,  in  fome 
rneafure,  their  own  children^  treat  them  with 
familiarity  and  arjeclion  j  and;  when  they 
have  behaved  well,  gone  through  their  ftudies, 
and  are  to  enter  the  world,  they  .{hall  zeal- 
oufly  unite,  and  make  all  .the  intereft  that  can 
be  made,  to  promote  and  eftablifh  them, 
whether  in  bufmefs,  offices,  marriages,  or  any 
other  thing  for  their  advantage,  preferable  to 
all  other   perfons   whatsoever,    even    of  equal 


merit, " 


The  conftitutions  being  .figned  and  made 
public,  with  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  pro- 
ofing th.emfelyes  as  truftees  and  founders,  the 
defign  was  fo  well  approved  of  by  the  public 
Spirited  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  that  the  fum 
of  eight  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  for  £ye 
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fears,  was,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  weeks,  fub- 
icribed  for  carrying  the  plan  into  execution  ; 
and.  in  the   beginning    of  January    foHowiiicr 
(viz.  1750)  three  of  the  fchools  were  opened, 
namely,    the    Latin    and    Greek  fchools,  the 
Mathematical,   and  the   Englifh  fchools.     In, 
purfuance  of  an  article  in  the  original  plan,   a 
fc'hool  for  educating  fixty  boys  and  thirty  girls 
(in    the   charter   fir.ce  called    the    Charitable 
School)  was  opened,  and  arriidfl  all    the  diffi- 
pities  with  which  the  truflees  have  ftrugglecf 
In  refpecT  to  their  funds,  has  dill  been '  con  tin^ 
lied  full  for  the  fpace  of  forty  years  5  fo  ttia? 
allowing  three  years1  education   for  each   bey 
and  giri  admitted  into  it,  which  is  the    gener- 
al'rule,  at  leaft  twelve  hundred  children  have 
received' irt  it  the  chief   part   of  their1  educa- 
tion, who  might  ■  other  wife,  in  a1  great    meaf- 
lire  have  been    lefV  without  the    mean's  of  in- 
firuction.      And  many  of  thofe  who  have'beefV 
thus  educated,  are  now  to    be    found    amonc* 
the  mod  ufeful  and  reputable  citizens  of  thil- 
•flfaiev 

The'  inftituticn,  thus  fuccefsfully  be^un, 
continued  daily  to  flourifh,  to  thG  great  latis- 
fiction  of  Dr.  Franklin  ;  who,  notwuhftand- 
ing  the  multiplicity  of  hisother  engagements 
and  purfuks,  at  that  bufy  ftage  of  his  Fife,  was 
a  conusant  attendant  at  the  monthly  vifitations 
and  examinations  of  the  fchools,  and'  made  it 
his  particular  fludy,  by  means  of  his  exten- 
fiv-e   correfpondence  abroad^  to   advance-  the 
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reputation  of  the  feminary,  and  to  draw  flu* 
dents  and  fcholars  to  it  from  different  parts  of 
America  and  toe  Weft  Indies.  Through  the 
interpofition  of  his  benevolent  and  learned 
friend,  Peter  Collinfon,  of  London,  upon  the 
application  of  the  truftees,  a  charter  of  incor- 
poration, dated  July  13.,  1753,  was  obtained 
ironi  the  honourable  proprietors  of  Permfylva- 
nia*  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  Ef- 
quires,  accompanied  with  a  liberal  benefaction 
of  five  hundred  pounds  fterling  ;  and  Dr» 
Franklin  now  began  in  good  earned:  to  pleafe 
himftlf  with  the  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  accomplifb,. 
ment  of  his  original  d^Hgyi^  viz.  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  perfect  inflitution,  upon  the  plan  of 
the  European  colleges  and  univerfities  \  for 
which  his  academy  was  intended  as  a  nurfery 
or  foundation.  To  elucidate  this  fact,  is  a>. 
matter  of  confiderabk  importance  in -refpedt  to 
the  memory  and  character  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
as  a  philofopher,  and. as  the  friend  and  patron 
of  learning  and  fcience  ;  for,  notwithftanding 
what  is  exprefsiy  declared  by  him  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the  confikutions,  viz. .that  the  acade- 
my was  begun  for  "  teaching  the  Latin  and 
Greek  languages,  with  all  ufeful  branches  of 
the  arts  and  fcienc.es,  fukable  to  the  ft  ate  of 
an  infant  country,  and  laying  a  foundation 
for  pofterky  to  erect  a  feminary  of  learning 
more  extenfive,  and  fukable  to  their  future 
circumitances  ;"  yet  it  has  been  fuggefted  of 
late,  as  fcpo$   I?r,  Frajaklin/s  authority,  tfaajt 


the  Latin  and  Greek,  or  the  dead  languages,, 
are  an  incumbrance  upon  a  fcbeme  of  liberal 
education,  and  that  the  engrafting  or  found- 
ing a  college,  or  more  extenfive  feminary, 
upon  his  academy,  was  without  his  approba- 
tion or  agency,  and  gave  him  difcontent.  If 
the  reverfe  of  this  does  not  already  appear, 
from  what  has  been  quoted  above,  the  follow- 
ing letters  will  put  the  matter  beyond  difpute. 
They  were  written  by  him  to  a  gentleman,  who* 
had  at  that  time  publiilied*  the  idea  of  a  col- 
lege, fuited  to  the  circumftances  of  a  young 
country,  (meaning  Newyork)  a  copy  of  which 
having  been  lent  to  Dr.  FrankHn  for  his  opin- 
ion, gave  rife  to  that  eorrefpondence  which' 
terminated  about  a  year  afterwards,  in  erecting 
the  college  upon  the  foundation  of  the  acad- 
emy, and  ettablifhing  that  gentleman  at  the: 
head  of  both,  where  he  dill  continues, '  after  a; 
period  of  thirty-fix  years,  to  prefide  with  dif- 
tinguimed  reputation,. 

From'thefe  letters  alfo,  the   ftate  of  the. 
academy,  at  that  time,  will  be  feen,, 

Philadelphia,  April  i  gtb,  1 753,. 
SIR, 
I  RECEIVED  your  favour  of  the  nth  infiv 
with  your  new*   piece  on   Education,  which! 
(hail  carefully  perufe,  and  give  you  my   fenti- 
ments  of  it,  as  you  defire,  by  next  poft.« 

*A  general  idea  of  the  College  ©fMuraaia* 
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I  believe  the  young  gentlemen,  you  J*  ptiplfv 
may  be   entertained"  and   intruded  here,  in 
mathematics   and  philofophy  to.  fatisfa&ion, 
Mr.  Alifon*  (who    was  educated  at  Glafgow) 
has  been  long  accuftomed  to  teach  the  latter, 
and  Mr.  Grewf  the  former  ;  and  I  think  their 
pupils  make  great  progrefs.     Mr.  Alifon  has 
the  care  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  fchool,  but  as 
he  has  now  three  good affiftants.J  he  can  very- 
well  afford  fome-  hours  every  day  for  the  in- 
ftru&ion  of  thofe  who  are  engaged   in  higher' 
ftudie$.;     The  mathematical  fchool  is  pretty 
well  furniffied  with  inftruments.     The  Eng- 
lifh  library  is  a  good  one;  and  we  have  be*, 
longing. to  it  a  middling  apparatus  for  exper- 
imental' philofophy,  and  propofe  fpeedily  to 
complete  it,-    The  Loganiart  library,  one   of 
the  bed  collections   in   America,   will   fhortly 
be  opened';  fo  that  neither    books  nor  inftru- 
ments  will  be  wanting  ;  and  as  we    are- deter- 
mined  .'always  to' give   good*  fabrics,   we  have ■ 
reafon  to  believe  we"  may    have  always  an  op- 
portunity of  chooimg  good    mailers    ;    upon.1 
which,  indeed,  the  fuccefs   of  the  whole  de-- 
pendsi-    W^  are  obliged' to    yjou  for  your' 

*  The  Rev,  and  learned   Mp.  Francis   Alfeon,;  after- 
wards D.  D*  and  Vice  Provost  of  the  College. 

T  Mr.    Theopli'lus   Grew,  afterwards    Professor    of 
BTcith'e.matics,  in1  the  College. 

iThose   assistants   were  at  that  time   Mr.   Char'es 
Tompson,  late  secretary  of  Congress.  Mr,   Piul  Jack- 
son and  Mr.  Jacob  Duche. 
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4dnd  offers  in  this  refpecl,  and  when  you  are 
fettled  in  England,  -we  may  occafionally  make 
ufe  of  your  friendfhip  and  judgment. 

If  itfuits  your  conveniency  to  vint  Philadel- 
phia before  you  return  to  Europe,  I  fhall  be 
.extremely  glad  to  fee:  and  converfe  with  you 
here,  as  well  as  to  correfpond  with  you  after 
.your  fettlement  in  England  ;  for  an  acquaint- 
ance and  communication  with  men  of  learn- 
ing, virtue,  and  public  fpirit,  is  oiie  of  my 
greater!  enjoyments. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  ever  happened 
to  fee  the  fir  ft  propofals  I  made  for  erect- 
ing the  academy.  I  fend  them  inclofed.— 
They  had  (however  imperfect)  the  defired 
fuccefs,  being  followed  by  a  fubfcription  of 
Jour  thoufand  pounds ,  towards  carrying  them 
into  execution.  And  as  we  are  fond  of  re- 
ceiving advice,  and  are  daily  improving  by 
experience,!  am  in  hopes  we  ihall  in  a  few 
.years,  fee  a  perfect  inftitution. 

I  am  very  relpeftfullv,  &c. 

B,  FRANKLIN. 
.  Mr.  TV.  Smith,  Lon^-Ifiand. 

Philadelphia,  May  3^  1753. 

Mr.  Peters  has  juft  now  been  with  me, 
,and  we  have  compared  notes  on  your  new- 
piece.  We  find  nothing  in  the  fcheme  of  ed- 
ucation, however  excellent,  but  what  is  in  our 
opinion,  very  prafticable.     The  great  dig  cud- 
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ty  will  be  to  find  the  Aratus,*  and'  other  fah- 
able  perfons,  to  carry  it  into  execution  ;  but 
fuch  may  be  had  if  proper  encouragement  be 
given.  We  have  both  received  great  pleaf- 
ure  in  the  perufal  of  it,  For  my  part,  I  know 
not  when!  have  read  a  piece  that  has  more 
affected  me  ;  fo  neble  and  juft  are  the  fenti- 
ments,  fo  warm  and  animated  the  language  ; 
yet  as  cenfure  from  your  friends  may  be  of 
more  ufe,  as  well  as  more  agreeable  to  you 
than  praife,  I  ought  to  mention,  that  I  wifli 
you  had  omitted  not  only  the  quotation  from 
the  RevieWjt  which  you  are  now  juftly  dillat- 
isfied  with,  -but  thofe  expreffions  of  refent- 
ment  againft  your  adver-faries,  in  pages  65 
and  79.  In  fuch  cafes  the  nobleft  victory  is 
■obtained  by  neglect,  and  by  mining  on. 

Mr.  Allen  has  been  out  of  town  thefe  ten 

(days  5  ;but  before  he  went,  he  directed  me  to 

procure  him -fix  copies  of  your   piece*     Mr. 

;Feters  has  taken  ten.     He  purpofed  to   have 

written- to  you  ;  but    omits  it,  as  he   expects 

fo  focn   to  have  the   pleafure   of  feeing  you 

here.     He  defires  me  to  p^efent  his   arleclion- 

«ate  compliments   to   you,   ana  to  affure  you 

*  The  name  given  to  the  principal  or  head  of  the 
ideal  college-. 

tThe  quotation  alluded  to  (from  the  London  Month- 
4y  Review  jferr  1749,)  was  jud^t'd  to  reflect  loo  severely 
>oa  the  discipline  and  government  of  the  Englisn  -uni- 
v  rsitiijs  of  Oxford  and  Camhtid^e,  and  was  ex|"C'nged' 
dVom  the  ioUowtnir  editions  of  Ihiis  >s-:ork. 
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diat  you  will  be  very  welcome  to   him.     I 
fhall  only  fay,  that  you  may  depend  on   m^ 
doing  all  in  my  power  to  make  your  vifit  to* 
Philadelphia  agreeable  to  you* 
I  ari)j  &c. 

B»  FRANKLIN.* 
Mr.  Smith. 

Philadelphia^  Nov.  2Jtb>  ij%£*> 
Dear  Sir; 
Having  written  you  fully,  via  Brifiol,    I 
have   now  little  to  add.     Matters  relating  to 
the  academy  remain  injlatu  quo.     The  trutTees" 
would  be  glad  to  fee  a  reelor  eftablifhed  there, 
but  they  dread  entering  into  new  engagements 
till  they  have  got  out  of  debt  ;  and  1  have  not 
yet  got  them  wholly  over  to  my  opinion,  that- 
a  good  profefTor,  or   teacher   of  the  higher 
branches  of  learning,  would   draw  [o  many 
fcholars  as  to  pay  great  part,  if  not  the  whole 
of  his falary^    Thus,  unlefs  the  proprietors 
(of  the  province)  mail  think  fit  to  put  the  fin- 
ifhing  hand  to  our  inl-litution,  it    mud,  I  fear., 
wait  Tome  few  years  longer  before  it  can  ar- 
rive at  thai  Hate  of  perfection,  which  to  me  it 
feems  now  capable  of  ;  and  all  the  pleafure  I 
promifed  myfelf  in  feeing  you  fettled  among, 
us,  vaniihes  into  fmoke. 

But  good  Mr.  Collinfon  writes  me  word,- 
thatno  endeavours  of  his  (hall  be  wanting  -r 
and  he  hopes?.with  the  archbilhop's  afTiftaxK- 
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to  be  able  to  prevail   with  our  proprietors.  * 
I  pray  God  to  grant  them  fuccefs. 

My  fon  preferits  his  affectionate  regards, 
with,  dear  fir, 

Yours,  &c. 

B.FRANKLIN. 
P.  S.  I  have  not  been  favoured  with  a  line 
from  you  fince  your  arrival  in  England. 

Philadelphia*  April  iSth,  1754*. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  had  but  one   letter   from   you  fince- 
your  arrival  in  England,  which  was  a  fhort; 
one,  via   Bofton,   dated    October    18th,   ac». 
quainting  me  that  you  had  written, largely  by 
Capt.  Davis.     Davis  was  loft,  and  with  him.; 
your  letters,    to     my   great    difappointment.. 
Mefnard  and  Gibbon. have  fince  arrived  here9 
and  I  hear  nothing  from  you.     My  comfoit; 
is,  an  imagination  that  you  only  omit  writ* 
5§g,  becaufe  you  are  coming,  and  purpofe  to 
tm  me  every  thing  viva  voce.     So  not  know- 
ing whether  this  letter   will  reach    you,  and 
hoping  either  to  fee  or  hear  from  you   by  the 
Myrtilia,  Capt.  Buddon's  fhip,  which  is  daily 
expecled,  I  only  add,  that  I  am,  with  great  ef- 
teem  and  affection, 

Yours,  &.c. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

Mr,  Smith. 

*Upon  the  application  of  Archbishop   Herring,  and 
P.  Collinson;  Esq.  a^  Dr,  Franklin's  request,  (aided  07 
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About  a  m©nth  after  the  date  of  this  hM 
letter,  the  gentleman  to  whom  it  was  addrefl- 
ed  arrived  in  Philadelphia,   and' was  immedi- 
ately  placed  at  the  head   of  the  feminary  j; 
whereby  Dr.  Franklin  and  the   other  truftees 
were  enabled  to  profecute  their  plan,  for  per- 
fecting the  institution^  and  opening  the    Col* 
3ege  upon  the  large  and  liberal  foundation  on/: 
which  it  now  ftands  ;  for  which  purpofe  they5 
obtained  their  additional   charter,  dated  May*' 
27th,  1755,, 

Thus  far- we  thought  it   proper  to  exhibit' 
fn  one   view,  Dr.  Franklin's  fervices  in  the- 
foundation  and  eftablifhment  of  this  feminary, l 
He  foon  afterwards   embarked   for  England^, 
in  the  public  fervice  of  his  country  ;  and  hav- 
ing been  generally  employed   abroad,  in  the- 
like  fervice,   for  the  greateft  part  of  the  re— 
mainder  of  his  life  (as  will  appear  in  our  fub-- 
fequent  account  of  the  fame)  he  had  but  fevr 
opportunities    of  taking   any    further    a6Uve 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  feminary,  until  his 
final  return  in  the  year  1785,  when  he  found 
its    charters   violated,   and  his    ancient   col- 
leagues,  the  origin?*!   founders,    deprived    of; 
their  trufl,  bfan  a 61  of  the  legislature  ;  and 
although    his  own  name  had   been  inferted  a- 
mong  the  new  truftees^  yet  he  declined  -to  take? 

the  letters  of  Mr..'  Allen  and    Mr,   Peters)  the   Hon, 
Thomas    Penn,  Esq.    subscribed   an  annual  sum,  and  . 
afterwards  gave  at  least  5000/.    to  the  founding  or  en- 
gifting -.the -College  upon  the  Academy 
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his  feat  among  them,  or  any  concern  hi  the 
management  of  their  affairs,  till  the  inftitu- 
tion  was  reftored  by  law  to  its  original  own- 
ers. He  then  affembled  his  old  colleagues  at 
his  own  houfe,  and  being  chofen  their  prefi- 
dent,  all  their  future  meetings  were,  at  his 
requeft,  held  there,  till  within  a  few  months 
of  his  death,  when  with  reluclance,  and  at 
their  defire,  left  he  might  be  too  much  injurr 
ed  by  his  attention  to  their  bufinefs,  he  fuf- 
fered  them  to  meet  at  the  college. 

Franklin  not  only  gave  birth  to  many  ufe- 
fbl  inftitutions  himfelf,  but  he  was  alfo  inftru- 
mental  in  promoting  thofe  which  had  origi- 
nated with  other  men.     About  the  year  j  752,- 
an  eminent  phyfkian  of  this  city,  Dr.  Bondr 
confidering  the  deplorable  ftate  of  the  poor9 
when  vifited  with  difeafe,  conceived  the  idea 
of  eftablifhing  an   hofpital.     Notwithstanding 
very  great  exertions  on  his  part,  he  was  able 
to  intereft  few  people  fo  far  in  his  benevolent 
plan,  as  to   obtain   fubfcriptions  from   them0 
Unwilling  that  his  fcheme  mould  prove  abor- 
tive, he  fought  the  aid  of  Franklin,  who  read- 
ily engaged  in  the  bufinefs,  both  by  ufing  his 
influence  with  his  friends,  and  by   dating  the 
advantageous  influence  of  the  propofed   infli- 
tution  in  his  paper.     Ihefe   efforts  were  at- 
tended   with    fuccefs.      Confiderable    fums 
were  fubfcribed  ;  but  they  were  ftill  fhort  of 
what  was  neceflary.     Franklin  now  made  an- 
other exertion*    He  applied  to  the  affembly  1 
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and,  after  forne  oppofition,  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill,  fpecifying,  that  as  foon  as  two 
thoufand  pouflds  were  fubfcribed,  the  fame 
fum  fhould  be  drawn  from  the  treafury  by  the 
fpeaker's  warrant,  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  in^itution.  The  oppofition,  as 
the  fum  was  granted  upon  a  contingency 
which  they  fuppoled  would  never  take  place, 
were  filent,  and  the  bill  paffed.  The  friends 
of  the  plan  now  redoubled  their  efforts,  to  ob- 
tain fubfcriptions  to  the  amount  dated  in.  the 
bill,  and  were  foon  fuccefsful.  This  was  the 
foundation  of  the  Pennfylvania  Hofpital, 
which,  with  the  Bettering  hotife  and  Difpe»- 
fary,  bears  ample  tefumony  of  the  humanity 
of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Franklin  had  conducted  himfelf  fo  well 
in  the  office  of  pod  matter,  and  had  fhewn 
himfelf  to  be  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  bu- 
iinefs  of  that  department,  that  it  was  thought 
expedient  to  raife  him  to  a  more  dignified  i ta- 
ction. In  1753,  he  was  appointed  deputy  pod: 
niader  general  for  the  Britim  colonies*  The 
profits  ariiing  from  the  pod  office,  was  a  part 
of  the  revenue,  which  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  derived  from  the  colonies.  In  the 
hands  of  Franklin,  it  is  faid,  that  the  pod 
office  in  America  yielded  annually  thrice  as 
much  as  that  of  Ireland. 

The  American  colonies  were  much  expof- 
ed  to  depredations  on  their  frontiers,  by  the 
Indians  \  and  more  particularly   when  ?ver  ;• 
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war  took  place  between  France  and  England. ' 
The  colonies,  individually,  were  either  too 
week  to  take  efficient  meafures  for  their  own 
defence,  or  they  were  unwilling  to  take  upon 
themfelves  the  whole  burden  of  erecting  forts 
and  maintaining  garrifons,  whj.Hr.  their  neigh- 
bours, who  partook  equally  with  themfelves, 
of  the  advantages,  contributed  nothing  to  the 
expenfe.  Sometimes  alfo  the  difputes,  which 
fubfifted  between  the  Governours  and  Affem- 
blies,  prevented  the  adoption  of  means  of  de- 
fence ;  as  we  have  feen  was  the  cafe  in  Penn- 
fylvania  in  1745.  To  devife  a  plan  of  union 
between  the  Colonies,  to  regulate  this  and 
other  matters,  appeared  a  defirable  object. 
To  accompli fh  this,  in  thi  year  1 754,  commif- 
fioners  irom  New-TIampu^ire,  MafTachufeLts, 
Khode-Iiland,  New-Jerfey,'  Pennfylvania,  and 
Maryland,  met  at  Albany.  Dr.  Franklin  at- 
tended here,  as  cornmiflioner  from  Pennfy)» 
vania,  and  produced  a  plan,  which,  from  the 
place  of  meeting  has  been  ufually  termed  the 
«c  Albany  Plan  of  Union.-"  This  propofed  that 
application' be  made  for  an  act  of  Parliment, 
to  ertabiilh  in  the  colonies  a  general  govern- 
ment, to  be  adminiftered  by  a  prefident-gene- 
ral,  appointed  by  the  crown,  and  by  a  grand- 
council,  confiding  of  members  cho£en  by  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  different  colonies  ;  their 
number  to  be  in  direct  proportion  to  the  fums 
paid  by  each  colony  into  the  general  treafuiy, 
limiting  them,  however,  to  not  more  than  lev* 
en  nor  lefs   than  two    reprefentatives,     Tjjj 
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whole  executive  authority  was  committed   t.o 
the  prefident-general.     The  power  of  legifla- 
lion  was  lodged  in  the  grand  council  and  prefi- 
dent-general  jointly  ;   his  confent  being  made 
neceiTary  to   pacing   a  bill   into  a   law.     The 
power  verted  in  the  prefident  and  council  were, 
to  declare  war  and  peace,  and  to  conclude  trea- 
ties with  the  Indian  nations  ;  to  regulate  trade 
with,  and  to  make  purehafes  of  vacant    lands 
from  them,  either  in  the  name    of  the    crown,  "- 
or  of  the  union  ;    to   fettle    new    colonies,  to 
make   laws    for    governing    thefe  until    they 
fhouid  be  erecled  in  feparate  governments,  and' 
to  raife  troops,  build  forts,  fit  out  armed  vtf/ 
ftrls,   and    ufe    other    means    for    the   general 
defence  ;  and,  to*  effect  thefe  things,  a   power' 
was  given  to  make  laws,    laying   iuch    duties, 
imports,  or  taxes,  as  they  mould  find    necciTa- 
ry. and  as  would  be   lead  buidenfome    to    the 
people,      All  laws  were  to  be  fen t  to  England 
for  the  King's  approbation  \  and  u-nlefs  difap- 
proved  of  within  three  years,  were   to  remain' 
in  force/     All  officers  in  the  land    or  fea'fer-" 
vice  were  to  be  nominated  by    the   prefident*" 
general,  and  approved  of  by  the  general  coun-' 
cil  ;  civil  officers  were    to   be  nominated    by 
the   council,  and   approved   by  the   prefident. 
Such   are   the  outlines  of  the  plan  proposed., ; 
for   the  coniideration  of  the  congrefs,  by  Dr. 
Franklin.      After    feveral    days   difcufiion,  it 
was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  the  commiflion- 
ers5  a  copy  tranfmittedv  to  each  aifembly,  and 
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one  to  the  King's  council.  The  fate  of  it  was.- 
lingular.  It  v.  as  difapproved  of  by  the  minif- 
try  of  Great  Britain,  becaufe  it  gave  too  much 
power  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  ; 
and  it  was  rejected  by  every  alTembly,  as  giv- 
ing to  the  prefident-general,  the  reprefentative 
of  the  crown,  an  influence  greater  than  ap- 
peared to  them  proper,  in  a  plan  of  govern- 
ment intended  for  freemen.  Perhaps  this  re- 
jection, on  both  fides,  is  the  flrongeft  proof 
that  could  be  adduced  of  the  excellence  of  it, 
as  fuited  to  the  fuuation  of  America  and  Great. 
Britain  at  that  time.  It  appears  to  have  fleer- 
ed exactly  in  the  middle,  between  the  cppo- 
fite  interefts  of  both. 

Whether  the  adoption  of  this  plan  would 
have  prevented  the  feparation  of  America  from 
Great  Btitain  is  a  queflion  which  has  afforded 
much  room  for  fpeculation.  It  may  be  faid, 
that,  by  enabling  the  colonies  to  defend  them- 
felves,  it  would  have  removed  the  pretext  up- 
on which  the  Tramp-act,  tea-act,  and  other  acts 
of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  were  palTed  ;  which 
excited  a  fpirit  of  opposition,  and  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  feparation  of  the  two  coun- 
tries. But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  mufl  be  ad- 
mitted, that  the  reflriction  laid  by  Great  Brit- 
ain upon  our  commerce,  obliging  us  to  fell 
cur  produce  to  her  citizens  only,  and  to  take- 
from  them  various  articles,  of  which  our  man- 
ufactures were  difcouraged5  we  flood  in  need, 
at  a  price  greater  than  that  for  which  they 
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could  have  been  obtained  from  other  nations, 
mud  inevitably  produce  diffatis faction,  even- 
though,  no  duties  were  impofed  by  the  parlia- 
ment; a  circumftance  which  might  flill  have 
taken  place.     Befides,  as  the  prefident-gener- 
al  was  to  be  appointed  by  the  crown,  he  mud, 
of  neceffity,  be  devoted  to  its  views,  and  would, 
therefore,  refufe  his  affent   to  anv  laws,  how- 
ever falutary  to  the  community,  which  had  the 
moil  remote  tendency  to  injure  the  interests 
or  h«  fovereign-    Even   mould   they  receive 
ms  affent,  the  approbation  of  the  king  was  to 
be  neceffary  ;  who  would  indubitably,  in  eve- 
ry mftance  prefer  the  advantage  of  his  home 
dominions   to  that  of  hir  colonies.      Hence 
would  enfue  perpetual'  difagreements  between 
the  council  and  the  pi  efident-general,  and  thus, 
between  the  people  of  America  and  the  crown 
or  Great  Britain  :..  While  the  colonies  contin- 
ued weak,  they  would  be  obliged  to  fubmit,. 
and  as   foon   as   they   acquired   ftrength  they 
would  become  more  urgent  in  their  demands, 
until,  at  length,   they    would    make   off;  the 
yoke,  and  declare  themfelves  independent. 

Whilft  the  French   were    in   poffeffion    oF 
Canada,  their  trade  with  the  natives  extend- 
ed very  far  3  even  to  the  back  of  the  Britim 
Settlements.     They  were  difpofed,  from  time 
to  time,  to  eflablifh  polls  if  thin  the  territory,, 
which  the  Britim  claimed  as   their  own.     In. 
dependent  of  the  injury  to  the  fur-trade,  which-, 
^as  confutable,  the  colonies  fufFered  this  fur, 
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ther "inconvenience,  that  the  Indians  were  fro 
quently  inftigated  to  commit  depredations  on 
their  frontiers.     In   the  year  i  753,  encroach- 
ments were  made  upon  the  boundaries  of  Vir- 
ginia.    Remonftranc.es  had  no- effect.     In  the 
'  enfuing  year,  a  body  of  men  was  fent  out  un- 
d*er  the  command   of  Mr.  Wafhington,  who, ; 
though  a  very  young  man,  had,  by  his  conduct 
in  the   preceding  year,  fhewh  himfelf  worthy 
of  fuch  an  important  truft.  •    Whilft  marching 
to  take  pofieilion  of  the  poll  at  the  junction  of 
the  Alegany  and  Monongahaia,  he  was  inform* 
ed  that  the  French  had  already  erected  a  fort 
there.  •    A  detachment  of  their   men  marched  " 
a  gain  ft  him.     He  fortified  himfelf  as  fhongly 
as  time  and  circumftances  would  admit.     A 
iuperiority  of  numbers  foon   obliged   him   to  ' 
furrender  Fori  Necejjity.     He  obtained"  honor- 
able terms  for  himielf  and  men,  and  returned 
to  Virginia."    The  government  of  Great-Brit*"' 
ain  now  thought  it  neceflary  to  interferes     In  ' 
the  year  1  j$^  Gen.  Brad dock,  with  fome  reg* 
Imenrs  of  regular  troops,  and  provincial  levies,  * 
was  fent  to  difpoileis  the  French  of  the  pofis  : 
upon  which  they  had  feized.     After  the  men 
were  all  ready,  a  difficulty  occurred,  which  had  ; 
nearly  prevented   the  expedition.     This   was  ; 
the  want  of  waggons.     Franklin  now  ilepped 
forward,  and  with    fhe  ailiftance  of  his  fon,  in 
a:  little  time  procured  a  hundred   and   fifty* 
Braddock,  unfortunately  fell   into  an   ambuf-  ' 
cade,  and  perifhed,  with  a  number  of  his  men*' 


-Washington,  who  had  accompanied  him  as  an 
aid  de-camp,  and  had  warned  him  in  vain  of 
his  danger,  now  difplayed  great  military  tal- 
ents in  effecting  a  retreat  of  the  remains  of 
the  army,  and  in  forming  a  junction  with  the 
Tear,  under  Colonel  Dunbar,  upon  whom  the 
chief  command  devolved.  With  fome  diffi- 
culty they  brought  their  little  body  to  a  place 
of  fafety  ;  but  they  found  it  neceifary  to  de- 
ftroy  their  waggons  and  baggage,  to  prevent 
their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  For 
the  waggons  which  he  had  furnimed,  Franklin 
had  given  bonds  to  a  large  amount.  The  own- 
ers declared  r,heir  intentions  of  obliging  him 
to  make  a  reftitution  of  their  property.  Had 
they  put  their  threats  into  execution,  ruin 
rnu(i  inevitably  have  been  the  confequence. 
,-Governour  Shirely,  finding  that  he  had  incur- 
red thefe  debts  for  the  fei  vice  of  the  govern- 
ment, made  arrangements  to  have  them  dis- 
charged, and  releafed  Franklin  from  his  difa* 
greea>le  Situation. 

The  alarm  fpread  through  the  colonies,  af- 
ter.the  def>at  of  Br-addock,  was  very  great. 
Preparations  to  arm  were  every  where  made. 
In  Pennfylvania,  the  prevalence  of  the  Quaker 
intereft  prevented  rhe  adoption  of  any  fyflem 
of  defence,  which  would  compel  the  citizens 
to  bear  arms.  Franklin  introduced  into  the 
affembly  a  bill  for  organizing  a  militia,  by 
which  every  man  was  allowed  to  take  arms  or 
#ot,  as  to  him   mould  appear  fit.     The  Qua> 
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kers,  being  thus  left  at  liberty,  fullered  the 
bill  to  pais  ;  for  although  their  principles 
would  not  fuffer them  to  fight,  they  had  no 
objection  to  their  neighbors  fighting  for  them. 
In  confequence,  of  this  ad  a  very  refpedtable 
militia  was  formed.  The  fenfe  of  impending 
danger  infufed  a  military  fpirit  in  all,  whofe 
religious  tenets  were  not  oppofed  to  war, 
Franklin  was  appointed  colonel  of  a  regiment 
in  Philadelphia,  which  confifted  of  1200  men. 

The  nor th-weftern  frontier  being  invaded  by 
the  enemy,  it  became  necelTary  to  adopt  meaf- 
ures  for  its  defence.  Franklin  was  directed  by 
the  governour  to  take  charge  of  this  bufinefs. 
A  power  of  raifing  men  and  of  appointing  of- 
ficers to  command  them,  was  veiled  in  him. 
He  foon  levied  a  body  of  troops,  with  which 
he  repaired  to  the  place  at  which  their  prefence 
was  necelTary.  Here  he  built  a  fort,  and 
placed  the  garrifon  in  Tuch  a  pofture  of  de- 
fence, as  would  enable  them  to  withftand  the 
inroads,  to  which  the  inhabitants  had  previ- 
vioufly  been  expofed*  He  remained  here  for 
Tome  time,  in  order  the  more  completely  to 
discharge  the  trull  committed  to  him.  Some 
bufinefs  of  importance  rendered  his  prefence 
necelTary  in  the  aiTembly,  and  he  returned  to 
Philadelphia. 

The  defence  of  her  colonies  was  a  great  ex- 
penfe  to  Great-Britain.  The  molt  efTential 
xncde  of  leiTening  this-,  was,  to  put  arms  into 
thz  hands  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  teach 
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them  their  ufe.     But  England  wiflied  not  that 
the  Americans  mould  become  acquainted  with 
their   own   ftrength.     She  was  apprehenfive,  - 
that,  as  foon  as  this  period  arrived,  they  would 
no  longer   fubmit   to  that  monopoly  of  their 
trade,  which  to  them  was  highly  injurious,  but 
extremely  advantageous  to  the  mother  country. 
In  companion  with  the  profits  of  this,  the  ex- 
penfe  of  maintaining  armies  and  fleets  to  de- 
fend them  was   trifling,     She  fought  to  keep 
them  dependant  upon  her  protection,  the  beft 
plan  which  could  be  advifed  for  'retaining  them 
in  peaceable  fubjeclion.  -     The  lead    appear- 
ance of  a  military  fpirk  was   therefore   to    be 
guarded   againft,    and    although  a   war  then 
r;\gzd,  the  act  organizing  a  militia  was  uifap. 
proved   of  by  the  rniniitry.'    Xhe  regimeiits 
which  had  been  formed  under  it  were  unhand- 
ed, and  the  defence  of  the  province  cntr  lifted 
to  regular  troops*  ■ 

The  difputes  between  the  proprietaries  and 
the  people  continued  in  full  force,  although  a 
war  was  raging  on  the  frontiers.  Not  even 
the  fenie  of  danger  was  fufficient  to  reconcile, 
f?.r  ever  fo  fhort  a  time,  their  jarring  interests. 
The  alTembly  ftill  infilled  upon  the  juftice  of 
tixmg  the  proprietary  eftates,  but  the  govern-' 
ours  conftantly  refufed  to  give  their  aflent  to 
this  meafurtr,  v/ithout  which  no  bill  could 
pafs  into  a  law.  Enraged  at  the  obilinacy, 
and  what  they  conceived  to  be  unjuft  proceed- 
ings of  their  opponents,  tivi  alj.ajly  a:  Uaiii 
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determined  to  apply  to   the   mother   country 
for   relief.     A   petition    was   addrelTed  to  the 
King    in  council,   dating  the  inconveniencies 
under   which   the  inhabitants   laboured,  from 
the  attention  of  the   proprietaries  to  their  pri- 
vate interefts,    to   the  neglect  of  the  general 
welfare  of  the  community,  and  praying   for 
redrefs.     Franklin  was  appointed   to  prefent 
this    addrefs,  as    agent  for   the   province  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  departed  from   America  in 
June  1757.    In  conformity  to  the  inffruclions 
which  he  had  received  from  the  legiflature,  he 
held  a  conference  with  the  proprietaries,  who 
then  refided  in  England,  and  endeavoured  to 
prevail  upon  them  to  give  up  the  long  conteft-- 
ed  point.     Finding  that    they  would  hearken 
to  no  terms  of  accommodation,  he  laid  his  pe- 
tition before  the  council.     During  this   time 
governour  Denny  aiTented  to  a  law   impofing 
a  tax,  in  which  no  difcrimination  was  made  in, 
favour    of  the  ellates   of  the   Penn  family. — 
They,  alarmed  at  this  intelligence,  and  Frank- 
lin's exertions,  ufed  their  utmoft  endeavours, 
to  prevent  the   royal    fanclion    being  grven  to 
this  law,  which  they  reprefented  as  highly  in- 
iquitous, defigned  to  throw  the  burden  of  fup- 
porting  government  on  them,  and  calculated 
to  produce  the  mod  ruinous  confequences  to 
them  and  tlaeir  pofleiity.     The  caufe  was  am- 
ply difcuiled    before  the  privy  council.     The 
Penns  found  here  fome    flrenuous  advocates  ; 
nor  were  there  wanting  forne.who  warmly  ef- 
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ponied   the  fide  of  the  people.     After   feme' 
time  fpent  ki   debate,  a   propofal  was  made, 
that  Franklin  mould  folemnly  engage,  that  the 
afTeiiment  of  the  tax   mould   be   fo  made,  as 
that   the  proprietary   eflales    mould     pay    no 
more  than  a  due  proportion.     This  he  agreecU 
to  perform,  the  Penn  family  withdrew  their' 
oppofition,  and  tranquility  was  thus  once  more^ 
reitored  to  the  province. 

The  mode  in  which  this  difpute  was  termin- 
ated1 is- a  flriking  proof  of  the  high  opinion  en- 
tertained of  Franklin's  integrity  and  honour,, 
even  by  thofe  who  confidered  him  as  inimical 
to  their  views.     Nor  was  their   confidence  ill 
founded..    The  aifeflment  was  made  upon    the 
flri&eit  principles  of  equity  ;  and  the  proprie- 
tary eftates   bore  only  a  proportionable  (hare 
of  the  expenfes  of  fupporting  government. 

After  the  completion  of  this  important  bu-- 
finefs,  Franklin  remained  at  the  court  of  G„ 
Britain,  as  agent  for  the  province  of  PennfyU 
vania.     The   extenfive  knowledge  which  he 
poffefTed  of  the  iltuation  of  ths  colonies,   and 
the  regard  which  he  always   manifefted  for 
their  interefts,  occa  ironed  his  appointment  to 
the  fame  office  by  the  colonies   of  MaiTachu- 
ietts>  Maryland  and  Georgia*     Wis  con  duel:, 
in  this   fituation,  was  fuch   as   rendered  hirm 
ftill  more  dear  to  his  countrymen,. 

He  had  now  an  opportunity  of  indulging  in- 
the   fociety  of  thoic  friends,  whom  his  merits 
had  procured   him  while  at  a  diflance,     Ths 
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regard  which  they  had  entertained  for  him 
was  rather  increased  by  a  perfonal  acquaint- 
ance. The  oppofition  which  had  been  made 
to  his  difcoveries  in  phiJofophy  gradually 
ceafed,  and  the  rewards  of  literary  merit  were 
abundantly  conferred  upon  him.  The  Roy- 
al Society  of  London,  which  had  at  fir  ft  re-  - 
fufed  his  performances  admifFion  into  its  Irani* 
actions,  nbw  thought  it  an  honour  to  rank 
him  among  its  fellows.  Other  focieties  in 
Europe  were  equally  ambitious  of  calling  him 
a  member.  The  univerfity  of  St.  Andrew's 
in  Scotland,  conferred  upon  him  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Laws.  -  Its  example  was  follow- 
ed by  the  Univerfities  of  Edinburgh  and  of 
Oxford.  His  correfpondence  was  fought  for  " 
by  the  moil  eminent  Philofophers  of  Europe* 
His  letters  to  thefe  abound  with  true  fcience9 
delivered  in  the  mofl  fimple  unadorned  man-  - 

The  province  of  Canada  was  at  this  time  - 
in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  French,  who  had  orig- 
inally fettled  it.;  The  trade  with  the  Indians, 
for  which  its  fituation  was  very  convenient, 
was  exceedingly  lucrative.  The  French  trad- 
ers here  found  a  market  for  their  commodi- 
ties, and  received  in  return  large  quantities 
of  rich  furs,  which  they  difpofed  of  at  a  high 
price  in  Europe.  Whilft  the  pofTeflion  of  this 
country  was  highly  advantageous  to  France, 
it  was  a  grievous  inconvenience  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  Britifh  colonies.     The   Indian*-- 
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Trerealmoft  generally  defirous  to  cultivate  the 
friendfhip  of  the  French,  by  whom  they  were 
abundantly  fupplied  with  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion. Whenever  a  war  happened,  the  In- 
dians were  ready  to  fall  upon  the  frontiers  j 
and  this  they  frequently  did,  even  when  G 
Britain  and  France  were  at  peace.  From 
thefe  confiderations,  it  appeared  to  be  the  in- 
tereft  of  Great  Britain  to  gain  the  pofTeilion 
of  Canada,  But  the  importance  of  fuch  an 
acquifition  was  not  well  underP*:ood  in  Eng- 
land. Franklin  about  this  time  publifhed  his 
Canada  pamphlet,  in  which  he,  in  a  very  for* 
cible  manner,  pointed  out  the  advantages 
which  would  refult  from  the  conquefl  of  this. 
province. 

An  expedition  againft  it  was  planned,  and 
the  command  given  to  General  Wolfe.  His 
fuccefs  is  well  known.  At  the  treaty  in  1 762, 
France  ceded  Canada  to  Great  Britain,  and 
by  her  ceffion  of  Louifiana,  at  the  fame  time 
relinquifhed  all  her  pofleffions  on  the  conti- 
nent of  America. 

Although  Dr,  Franklin  was  now  principal- 
ly occupied  with  political  purfuits,  he  found 
time  for  philofophical  ftudies.  He  extended 
his  ekclrical  refearches,  and  made  a  variety  of 
experiments,  particularly  on  the  tourmalin. 
The  fingular  properties  which  this  (lone  pof- 
feires  of  being  electrified  on  one  fida  positive- 
ly, and  on  the  other  negatively,  by  heat  alone, 
without  fiidion,  had  been  but  lately  obfervech 
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Some  experiments  on  the  cold  produced  by 
evaporation,  made  by  Dr.  Cullen,  had  been 
communicated  to  Dr.  Franklin  by  ProferTor 
Simpfon  of  Giafgow.  •  Tkefe  he  repeated, 
and  found,  that,  by  the  evaporation  of  either 
in  the  exhautied  receiver  of  an  air  pump,  fo 
great  a  degree  of  cold  was  produced  in  a 
fummer*s  day,  that  water  was  converted  into 
ice.  This  difcovery  he  applied  to  the  folu- 
tion  of  a  number  of  phenomena,  particularly 
a  fingular  facl,  which  philofophers  had  en- 
deavoured in  vain  to  account  for,  viz.  that 
ihe  temperature  of  the  human  body,  when  in 
health,  never  exceeds  96  degrees  of  Farenheit's 
-thermometer,  although  the  atmofphere  which 
iirrounds  it  may  be  heated  to  a  much  greit- 
:-i  degree.  This  he  attributed  to  the  increaf- 
ed  perfpiration3  and  confequent  evaporatioa 
produced  by  the  heat. 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Small,  of  London,  dated 
in  May  1760,  Dr.  Franklin  makes  a  number 
of  obfervaiions5  tending  to  (hew  that,  in  North 
America,  north  ea(t  ftorms  begin  in  the  fouth 
.veil  parts.  It  appears,  from  actual  obferva- 
lion,  that  a  north  eafl  florm?  which  extended 
a  confiderable  diftance,  commenced  at  Phila- 
delphia nearly  four  hours  before  it  was  felt 
at  Bofton.  He  endeavored  to  account  for  this, 
by  fuppofing  that  from  hear,  fome  rarefaction 
t|ikes  place  about  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  that 
the  air  further  north  being  cooler,  rulhes  in, 
and  is  fucceeded  by  the  cooler  and  denfer  air 
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ffill  farther  north,  and  that  thus  a  continued 
Current  is  at  length  produced. 

The  tone  produced  by  rubbing  the  brim  of 
a  drinking  giafs  with  a  wet  finger  had  been 
generally  known.  A  Mr.  Puckeridge,  an  I- 
rimman,  by  placing;  on  a  table  a  number  of 
glafles  of  different  fizes,  and  tuning  them  by 
partly  filling  them  with  water,  endeavoured  to 
form  an  instrument  capable  of  playing  turn:::., 
He  was  prevented  by  an  untimely  end,  from 
bringing  hisr  invention  to  any  degree  of  pej 
fection.  Af;er  his  death  fome  improvements 
were  made  upon  his  plan.  The  fweetnefs*  of 
the  tones  induced  Dr.  Franklin  to  make  a  va- 
lidly of  experiments ;  and  he  at  length  formed 
that  elegant  inlliument.  which  he  has  called- 
the  A  v  monk  a, 

In  the  fumrner  of  1762  he  fgt$ta$ej  to  A* 
rnerica.  On  his  pafTage  he  observed  the  tin* 
gular  effect  produced  by  the  agitation  of  a 
v-if;:l.  containing  oil  floating  on  water.  The 
furface  of  the  oil  remains  fmooth  and  undif- 
turbed,  whilit  the  water  is  agitated  with  the 
utrnoft  commotion.  No  fatisfactory  explana- 
tion of  this  appearance  has, we  believe,  ever 
been  given. 

Dr.  Franklin  received  the  thanks  of  the  af- 
fembly  of  Pennfylvania,  "  as  well  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  his  duty  to  that  province  in 
particular,  as  for  the  many  and  important  fer- 
vices  dene  to  America  in  general,  during  his 
refidence  in  Great  Britain,"     A  compensation 


* IJZ-  FRANKLIN'S  LIflo 

of  5,00c!.  Pennfylvania  currency,  was   zJfa 
-decreed  him  for  his  fervices  daring  fix  years. 

During  his  abfence  he  had  been  annually 
ele&ed  member  of  the  aTembly.  On  his  re- 
turn to  Peimfyivania  he  again  took  his  iVdt  in 
this  body  and  continued  a  fteady  defender  of 
the  liberties  of  the  people. 

In  December,  1762.  a  circ^m/tance  which 
caufed  great  alarm  in  the  province  took  place, 
A  number  of  Indians  had  reiided  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Lancafkr,  and  conducted  themfelves  uni  = 
formly  as    friends  to   the   white   inhabitants. 
^Repeated    depredations  en. the    frontiers    had 
"exafperated  the  inhabitants  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  they  determined  on  revenge  upon  every 
Indian.     A  number  of  perfons,  to  the  amount 
of  120,  principally  inhabitants    of  Donnegal 
and  Peckftang   or   Paxton   townihips  in  the 
county  of  York,  aflembled  ;  and  mounted  oh 
horfeback,   proceeded    to  the   fettlement     of 
thefe  harmlefs  and  defeneelefs  Indians,   whofe 
number  had  now   reduced    to   about  twenty. 
The  Indians    received  intelligence   of    the  at- 
tack   which   was   intended    againft  them,  but 
difbelieved  it.     Ccnildering  the  white   people 
as  their  friends,  they  apprehended  no   danger, 
from  them.     When  the  party- arrived    at   the 
Indian  fettlement,   they  found  only  fome  wo- 
men and   children,  and  a  few  old  men,    the 
rdt  being    abfent  at   work..     They  murdered 
all   whom    they  found,   amongft   others    the 
shief  Shahaes,  who  had  been  always  diftin-. 


guifhed  for  his  friendfliip  to  the  whites.  This 
bloody  deed  excited  much  indignation  in  the 
well  difpofed  part  of  the  community. 

The    remainder   of  thefe  unfortunate  In- 
diansj  who  by  abfcence,  had  efcaped  the  maf- 
facre,  were  conducted  to  Lancafter,  and  lodg- 
ed in  the  gaol,  as  a  place  of  fecurity.     The 
governour.  iilued  a  proclamation    expreiTing 
the  ftrongeft  difapprobation  of  the.  action,  of- 
fering a  reward  for  the.  difcovery  of  the  per- 
petrators of  the  deed,  and  prohibiting  all  inju- 
ries to  the  peaceable  Indians  in  future.     But, 
notwithstanding  this,  a  party  of  the  fame  men 
diortly  after  marched  to  Lancafter,  broke  open 
the  gaol,  and   inhumanly  butchered  the  inno- 
cent Indians  who  had  been  placed  there  for 
fecurity,     Another    proclamation    was  iiTued, 
but  had  no  effeclv     A  detachment  marched 
down  to  Philadelphia,  for  the  exprefs  purpoie 
of  murdering  fome  friendly  Indians,  who  had 
been  removed  to  the  city  for  fafety..    A  num- 
ber of  the  citizens   armed   in  their  defence.- 
The  Quakers;  whofe  principles  are  oppofed  to^ 
fighting;    even    in    their   own;  defence,   were 
mod:  active  upon  this  occafion;     The  rioters 
came  to   Germantown;.    The  governour  fled 
for  fafety  to  the  houfe  of  Dr.  Franklin..  who, 
with  fome  others,  advanced  to  meet  the  Pax- 
ton  boys,  as  they  were  called,  and   had  influ- 
ence enough   to   prevail   upon  them  to  relin* 
quiih  their  undertaking,  and  return  to  their: 
homes, 
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The  difpules  between  the  proprietaries  ancr 
the  affembly,  which  for  a  time,  had  fubfided^j 
were  again  revived.  The  proprietaries  were* 
difiutisfied  with  the  concelTions  made  in  favour*! 
of  the  people,  and  made  great  druggies  to  re-|| 
cover  the  privilege  of  exempting  I  heir  eflatesl 
from  taxation,  which  they  had  been  induced 
to  give  up. 

In  1763  the  affembly  paffed  a  militia  billi 
to  which  the  gover'nnur  refined  to  give  his  ai- 
fent,  unlefs  the  affembly  would  agree  to  cer- 
tain amendments  which  he  propofed.  Thefe* 
confiffed  in  increafmg  the  fines,  and,  in  fomej 
cafes,  fubliituting  death  for  fines.  He  wiflied' 
too  that  the  officers  mould  be  appointed  alto** 
gether  by  hirnielf^  and  not  be  nominated  by" 
the  people,  as  the  bill  had  propofed.  Thefe' 
amendments  the  affembly  confidered  as  incon- 
Menr  with  the  fpirit  of  liberty.  They  would* 
not  adopt  them  ;  the  governour.  was  obftinate*' 
and  the  bill  was  lofL 

Thefe,  and  various  other  circumitances,  iri-- 
creafed  the  uneannefs  which  fubntted  between' 
the  proprietaries  and  the  affembly  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that,  in  1764,  a  petition  to  the  King, 
was  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  praying  an  alter- 
ation from  a  proprietary 'to  a  regal  government^ 
Great  oppofition  was  made  to  this  meafure, 
nor  only  in  the  houfe,  but  in  the  public  prints. 
A  fpeech  of  Mr.  Dickenfon,  on  the.  futjecV 
was  publifned,  with  a  preface  by  Dr.  Smith, | 
in  which  great  pains  were  taken  to  Viiqw   the 


FRANKLIN  S  LITE,  1 75 

impropriety  and  impolicy  of  this  proceeding* 
A  fpeech  of  Mr.  Galloway,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Dickenion,  was  published,  accompanied  wuh 
a  preface  by  Dr.  Franklin  ;  in  which  he  ably 
oppofed  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  pre- 
.face  to  Mr.  Dickenfon's  fpeech.  This  appli- 
cation to  the  throne  produced  no  effect.  The 
proprietary  government  was  Hill  continued. 

At  the  election  for  a  new  alTembly,  in  the 
fall  of  1764,  the  friends  of  the  proprietaries 
made  great  exertions  to  exclude  thofe  of  the 
adverfe  party,  and  obtained  a  fmali  majority 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Franklin  now 
loft  his  feat  in  the  houfe, -which  he  had  held 
for  14  years.  On  the  meeting  of  the  aflfem- 
,biy,  it  appeared  there  was  ftill  a  majority  of 
franklin's  friends.  He  was  immediately  ap- 
pointed provincial  agent,  to  .the  great  chagrin 
of  his  ememies,  who  made  a  folemn  proteft 
againft  his  appointment  ;  which  was  refufed 
,admiiTion  upon  the  minutes,  as  being  unpre- 
cedented. It  was,  however,  publiihed  in  the 
papers,  and  produced  a  fpirited  reply  from 
bim,juft  before  his  departure  to  England. 

The  diflurbances  produced  in  America  by 
Mr.  Grenville's  ftamp-acl,  and  the  oppofition 
made  to  it  are  well  known.  Under  the  Mar- 
quis of  Rockingham's  adminiftration,  it  ap- 
peared expedient  to  endeavour  to  calm  the 
minds  of  the  oolonifts  ;  and  the  repeal  of  the 
odious  tax  was  contemplated.  Amongft  oth- 
er means  of  collecting  information  on  the  dk£- 
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pofition  of  the  people  to  fubmit  to  it,  Dr. 
Franklin  was  called  to  the  bar  of  the  houie  of 
commons.  The  examination  which  he  here 
underwent  was  publimed,and  contains  a  (hik- 
ing proof  of  the  extent  and  accuracy  of  his  in- 
formation, and  the  facility  with  which  he  com- 
municated his  fentiments.  He  reprefented 
.fa&s  in  fo  ftrong  a  point  of  view,  that  the  in- 
expediency of  the  ad  muft  have  appeared  clear 
to  every  unprejudiced  mind.  The  ad,  after 
fome  oppofition,  was  repealed,  about  a  year 
after  it  was  enacted,  and  before  it  had  ever 
been  carried  into  execution. 

In  the  year  1766^  he  made  a  vi-fit  to  Hol- 
land and  Germany,  and  received  the  greateft 
marks  of  attention  from  men  of  Science.  In 
'his  paiTage  through  Holland,  he  learned  from 
the  water  man  the  efled  which  a  diminution  of 
the  quantity  of  water  in  canals  has,  in  imped- 
ing the  progrefs  of  boats.  Upon  his  return 
to  England,  he  was  led  to  make  a  number  of 
experiments  ;  all  of  which  tended  to  confirm 
the  obfervation.  Thefe,  with  an  explanation 
-of  the  phenomenon,  he  communicated  in  a 
letter  to  his  friend,  Sir  John  Pringle,  which  is 
rcontained  in  the  volume  of  his  philofophical 
pieces. 

In  the  following  year  he  travelled  into 
France,  where  he  met  with  no  lefs  favourable 
reception  than  he  had  experienced  in  Germa- 
ny. He  was  introduced  to  a  number  of  lite* 
rtary  charadets,  and  to  the  King,  Louis  XV, 
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Several  letters  written  by  Hutchinfop,  Oliv- 
er, and  others,  to  perfons  in  eminent  Rations 
in  Great  Britain,  came  into  the  hands  of  Dr. 
Franklin. 

Thefe  contained  the  rnoft  violent  invec- 
tives againft  the  leading  characters  of  the  (late 
of  MafTachufetts,  and  llrenuouily  advifed  the 
profecution  of  vigorous  meafures>  to  compel 
the  people  to  obedience  to  the  meafures  of  the 
miniftry.  1  hefe  he  tranfmitted  to  the  legilla- 
ture,  by  whom  they  were  published.-  Attefted 
copies  of  them  were  fent  to  Great  Britain, 
with  an  addrefs,  praying  the  king  to  difcharge 
from  office  perfons  who  had  rendered  them- 
felves  fo  obnoxious  to  the  people,  and  who 
had  fhewn  themfelves  fo  unfriendly  to- their 
interefts.  The  publication  of  thefe  letters 
produced  a  duel  between  Mr.  Whately  and 
Mr.  Temple  ;  each  of  whom  was  fufpecled  of 
having  been  inflrumental  in  procuring  them,  \  , 
To  prevent  any  further  difputes  on  this  fub-  ; y* 
jecl,  Dr.  Franklin,  in  one  of  the  public  papers,  ';% 
declared  that  he  had  fent  them  to  America, 
but  would  give  no  information  concerning  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  obtained  them  y  nor 
was  this  ever  difcovered. 

Shortly  after,  the  petition  of  the  Maflfachu~ 
fetts  affembly  was  taken  up  for  the  examina- 
tion, before  the  privy  council.  Dr.  Franklin 
attended,  as  agent  for  the  aflembly  y  and  her^ 
a  torrent  of  the  mod  violent  and  unwarranted 
abufe  was  poured  upon  him  by  the  folicitor 
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*  general,  Wedderbume,  who  was  engaged  as 
council  for  Oliver  and  HutchmfonV  The  pe- 
tition  was  declared  to  be  fcandalous  and  vexa- 
tious, and  the  prayer  of  it  refufed. 

Although  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
had  repealed  the  flam p  act,  it  was  only  upon 
the  principle  of  expediency.  They  ftili  in  fitted 
upon  their  rigkt  to  tax  the  colonies  ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  ftamp  act  was  repealed, 
an  acVw as  patted,  declaring  the  right  of  par- 
liament to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cafes  what- 
soever. This  language  was  ufed  even  by  the 
mod  ftrenuous  bppefers  of  the  ftamp  act  ; 
and,  among,  others,  by  Mr.  Pitt.  This  right 
was  never  recognized  by  the  colonifts  ;  but, 
as  they  flattered  themfelves  that  it  would  hot 
be  exercifed,  they  were  not  very  active  in  re- 
monflrating  againtt  it.  Had  this  pretended 
right  been  furfered  to  remain  dormant,  the  (jol- 
onifts  would  cheerfully  have  furnifhed  their 
quota  of  fupplies,  in  the  mode  to  which  they 
had  been  accuttomed  ;  that  h,  by  acts  of  their 
own  attemblies,  in.confequence  of  requifvtions 
from  the  fec¥etary  of  fcate.  If  this  practice 
had  been  purfued,  fuch  was  the  difpofitior*  of 
the  colonies  towards  the  mother  country,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  difadvantages  under  which 
they  L  boured,  from  reftraints  upon  their  trade, 
calculated  foleiy  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
mercial and  .man  u fail uring  intej*efts  of  Qreat 
Biitain,  a  Separation  of  the  t\y^o  countries  might 
have  been  a  far  diftant  event,    t he  Ameri-  4 
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cans,  from  their  earlieft  infancy,  were  taught 
to  venerate  a  people  from  whom  they  were  de- 
scended ;  whofe  language,  laws,  and  manners, 
were  the  fame  as  their  own.  They  looked 
up  to  them  as  models  of '  perfection  ;  and,,  in 
their  prejudiced  minds,  the  moil  enlightened 
nations  of  Europe  were  considered  as  almoft 
barbarians,  in  comparison  with  Englifhnreh. 
The  name  of  an  Engiifhrnan  conveyed  to  an 
-American  the  idea  of  every  thing  good  and 
great.  Such  fentiments  inftilled  into  them  in 
early  life,  what  but  a  repetition  of  unjuft  treat'- 
.*nent  could  have  induced  them  to  entertain  the 
moft  diftant  thought  of  Separation  !  The  du- 
ties on  glafs,  paper,  leather,  painter's  colours, 
tea,  &c.  the  disfranchisements  of  fome  of  the 
colonies;  the  obftiudjon  to  the  nieafures.of 
the  Tegiflature  in  others,  by  the  .King's  gov- 
ernors", the  Contemptuous  "treatment  of  iheiir 
humble  remonftrances,  ftating  their  grievances 
and  praying  a  redrefs  of  them,  and  other  vio- 
lent  and  oppreflive  meafures  at  length  excited 
an  ardent  Ipirit  of  oppofition.  Inftead  of  en- 
deavoring to  allay  this  by  a  more  lenient  con- 
duel,  the  miniftry  feemed  refolutely  benr  up- 
on reducing  the  colonies  to  the  moft  "Jlavim 
obedience  to  their  decrees.  Buuthis  tended 
only  to  aggravate.  Vain  were  aH  the  efforts 
made  ufe  of  to  prevail  upon  thete  to  jayafide 
their  defigns,  to  convince  tli^m  of  the  itnpof- 
fibility  6f-csiji^^  of  the 

inifchieyous  coniequences  which  muft  enfue 


i8o  franklin's  life. 

from  a  continuance  of  the  attempt.  They 
perfevered,  with  a  degree  of  inflexibility 
icarcely  paiallelled. 

The  advantages  which  Great  Britain  derived 
from  her  colonies  were  fo  great,  that  nothing 
but  a  degree  of  infatuation,  little  fhort  of  mad- 
nefs,  could  have  produced  a  continuance  of 
meafures  calculated  to  keep  up  the  fpirit  of 
uneafmefs,  which  might  occafion  the  flighted 
wifh  for  a  feparation.  When  we  confider  the 
great  improvements  in  the  fciencc  of  govern- 
ment, the  general  diffufion  of  the  principles  of 
liberty  amongft  the  people  of  Europe,  the  ef- 
fects which  thefe  have  already  produced  in 
France,  and  the  probable  confequences  which 
will  refult  from  them  elfewhere,  all  of  which 
are  the  offspring  of  the  American  revolution, 
it  cannot  but  appear  ftrange,  that  events  of  fo 
great  moment  to  the  happinefs  of  mankind, 
fhould  have  been  ultimately  occafioned  by  the 
wickednefs  or  ignorance  of  a  Britifh  miniftry. 

Dr*  Franklin  left  nothing  untried  to  prevail 
upon  the  miniftry  to  confent  to  a  change  of 
meafures.  Jn  private  converfation,  and  in  let- 
ters to  perfons  in  government,  he  continually 
expatiated  upon  the  impolicy  and  injuflice  of 
their  conduct  towards  America  ;  and  ftated, 
that,  notwithftanding  the  attachment  of  the 
eolonifts  to  the  mother  country,  a  repetition 
of  ill  treatment  muft  ultimately  alienate  their 
affections.  They  liftened  not  to  his  advice^ 
They  blindly  perfevered  in  their  owafchernes^ 
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and  left  to  the  colonics  no  alternative,  but  op- 
position or  unconditional  fubmiiiion.  The  lat- 
ter accorded  not  with  the  principles  of  free- 
dom, which  they  had  been  taught  to  revere. 
To  the  former  they  were  compelled,  though 
reluctantly,  to  have  recourse. 

Dr.  Franklin,  finding  all  efforts  to  reflore 
harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
nies ufelefs,  returned  to  America  in  the  year 
J775  >  ju^  after  the  commencement  of  hoilil- 
ities.  The  day  after  his  return  he  was  elected 
by  the  legislature  of  Pennfylvania  a  iMeinber  of 
Congrefs.  Not  long  after  his  election  a  com- 
nnttee  was  appointed,  confiding  of  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr.  Barrifon,  and  himfelf,  to  vifit  the  camp  at 
Cambridge,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  to  endeavor  to  convince  the 
troops,  whofe  term  of  enliflment  was  about  to 
expire,  of  the  neceility  of  their  continuing  in 
the  fieJd,  and  perfevering  in  the  caufe  of  their 
country. 

In  the  fall  of  the  fame  year  he  vifited  Cana- 
da, to  endeavour  to  unite  them  in  the  com- 
mon caufe  of  liberty  ;  but  they  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon  to  oppofe  the  meafures  of  the 
Britifh  Government.  M.  Le  Roy,  in  a  letter 
annexed  to  Abbe  FauchetY  eulogium  of  Dr# 
Franklin,  dates,  that  the  ill  fuceefs  of  this  ne- 
gociation  was  occafioned,  in  a  great  degree  by 
religious  animofi tie's-,  which  fubfifted  between 
the  Canadians  and.  their  neighbours,  fome  of 
whom  had  at  different  times  burnt  their  chapels. 

Q 
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When  Lord  Howe came  to  America, in  ijj6, 
vetted  with  power  to  treat  with  the  colonics' 
a  eorrefpondence  took  place  between  him  and 
Dr.  Franklin,  on  thefubject  of  a  reconciliation. 
Dr.  Franklin  was  afterwards  appointed,  to- 
gether with  John  Adams  and  Edward  Rut- 
ledge,  to  wait  upon  the  commiflioners,  in  or- 
der to  learn  the  extent  of  their  power.  Thefe 
.were  found  to.be  only  to  grant  pardons  upon 
fubmiffion.  Thefe  were  terms  which  would 
not  be  accepted  ;  and  the  object  of  the  com- 
.jniilioners  could  not  be  obtained. 

Ihe  .momentous  queftion  of  Independence 
,\vas  ihortly  after  brought  into  view,  at  a  time 
.when  the  fleets  and  aimies,  which  were  fent 
•to  enforce  obedience,,  were  truly  formidable. 
With  an  army  numerous  indeed,  but  ignorant 
pt  .discipline,  a^d  entirely  un (killed  in  the  art 
of  war,- without  tnonej,  without  a  fleet,  with- 
out allies,  and  w|th  nothing  but  the  love  of 
liberty  to  fupport  them,  .the  colonics  deter- 
mined to  leparate  from  a  country,  from  which 
they  had  experienced  a  repetition  of  injury 
and  infult.  In  this  queftion,  Dr.  Franklin  was 
decidedly  in  favor  of  the  meafure  propofed, 
and  had  great  influence  in  bringing  over  oth- 
ers to  his  fentiments. 

The  public  mind  had  been  fully  prepared 
for  this  event,  by  Mr.  Paine's  celebrated  pam- 
phlet, Common  Senfe.  'There is  good 'leafon  to 
.bciieye  that  Dr.  Franklin  had  no  inconfidera- 
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hie  mare,  at  lead  in  furnimlng  materials  for 
this  work. 

In  the  convention  which  affembled  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  1,776,  for  the  purpofe  of  eflablifh- 
mg  a  new  form  of  government  for  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania,  Dr.  Franklin  was  chofen  prefix 
dent.  The  late  eonftitufion  of  this  (late,  which 
was  the  refu it  of  their  deliberations,  may  be 
confidered  as  a  dfgefi  of  his  principles  of  gov- 
ernment, 'i  he  angle  legiilature,  and  the  plu- 
ral executive,  ieem  to  have  been  his  favourite 
tenets. 

In  the  latter  end  of  1770,  Dr.  Franklin  wa?/ 
appointed   to    afliil  in  the   negociations  which 
had  been   fet  on  foot  by  Silas  Deane,  at'  the 
court  of -France.     A  conviclion  ofthe  advan- 
tages of  a  commercial  intercourfe  wicu  Amer-' 
ica,  and  defire  of  weakening  theBritifb  empire 
by  diimembering  ir,  hVU   induced  the   Frenca 
court  to  liften  to.-propofals  of  an  alliance.     But 
they  (hewed   rather    a  reluelance  to  the  meaf- 
me-\  which",  by   Dr.  Franklin's   addrels,   and1 
particularly  by   the  fuceefs   of  the  American- 
arms  againft  general  Eurgoyne,  was  at  length' 
overcome  ;  and  in  February,  1778,  a  treaty  of 
alliance,  offenfive,  and  defenfive,  was  conclud- 
ed ;  in  confequence  of  which  France  became 
involved  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Perhaps  no  perfon  could  have  been  found, 
more  capable  of  rendering  eiTential  fervices  to 
the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  than 
Dr,  Franklin.     He  was  weil  known  as  a  phi- 
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lofopher,  and  his  character  was  held  in  t'fe 
highlit  eftimation.  He  was  received  withnhe 
greateft  marks  of  refpect  by  all  the  literary 
characters  ;  and  this  refpect  was  extended  a- 
mongft  all  elaffes  of  men.  His  perfonai  influ- 
ence was-  hence  very  considerable.  To  the 
effects  of  this  were  added  thofe  various  per- 
formances which  he  publifhed,  tending  to  ef- 
tablifli  the  credit  and  character  of  the  United 
States.  To  his  exertions  in  this  way >  may,  in 
no  final i  degree  be  afcribed  the  fuccefs  of  the 
loans  negociated  in  Holland  and  France,  which 
greatly  contributed  to  bringing  the  war  to  a 
happy  conclufion. 

The  repeated  ill  fuccefs  of  their  arms,  and 
more  particularly  the  capture  of  Cornwaiiis 
and  his  army,  at  length  convinced  the  Britifh 
nation  of  the  impoffibility  of  reducing  the  A- 
roericans  to  fubjection.  The  trading  intereft 
particularly  became  very  clamorous  for  peace. 
The  miniltiy  were  unable  longer  to  oppole 
their  wifhes.  Provifional  articles  of  peace 
were  agreed  to,  and  figned  at  Paris'  on  the 
30th  of  November,  1782,  by  Dr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Laurens,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  :  and  by  Mr. 
Ofwald  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  Thefe 
formed  the  bafisofthe  definitive  treaty,  which 
was  concluded  the  30th  of  September,  1783, 
and  figned  by  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Jay,  on  the  one  part,  and  by  Mr.  D?vid 
Hartly  on  the  other* 
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On-  tine  3d-of  April,  1 783,  a  treaty  of  ami- 
ty and  commerce,  between  the  United  States 
and  Sweden,  was  concluded  at  Paris,  by  Dr. 
Franklin  arid" -the  Count  Von  Krutz. 

A  fimilar  treaty  with  Pmflia  was  concluded 
in  1785,  not  long  before  Dr.  Franklin's  de- 
parture from  Europe, 

Dr.  Franklin  did  not  fuffer  his  political  pur- 
fuits  to  engrofs  his  whole  attention.  Some 
of  his  performances  made  their  appearance  in 
Paris.  The  objeft  of  thefe  was  generally  the 
promotion  of  induftry  and- economy. 

In  the  year  1784,  when  animal  magnetifrn 
made  great  noife  in  the  world,  particularly  at 
Paris,  it  was  thought  a  matter  of  iuch  impor- 
tance, that  the  King  appointed  commiiTioners  ; 
to  examine  into  the  foundation  of  this  pre- 
tended  fcience.  Dr.  Franklin  was  one  of  the 
number.  After  a  fair  and  dilligent  examina- 
tion, in  the  courfe  of  which  Mefmer  repeated 
a  number  of  experiments,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  commifiioners,  fome  of  which  were  tried 
upon  themfelves,  they  determined  that  it  was 
a  mere  tricky  intended  to  impofe  upon  the 
ignorant  and  credulous  :  Mefmer  was  thus 
interrupted  in  his  career  to  wealth  and  fame, 
and  a  moft  infolent  attempt  to  impofe  upon 
the  human  under  {landing,  baffled. 

The  important  ends  of  Dr.  FranklinV  mif- 
fion  being  completed  by  the  eftabliihment  of 
American  Independence,  and  the  infirmities 
of  age  and  difeafe  coming  upon  him?  he  be- 
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came  defirous  of  returning  to  his  native  coim-*' 
try.  Upon  application  to  Congrefs  to  be  re- 
called, Mr.  Jefferfon  was  appointed  to  fucceed 
him,  in  1785.  Sometime  in  September  of  the- 
fame  year,  Dr.  Franklin  arrived  in  Philadel- 
phia. He  was  fhortly  after  chofen  member  of 
the  fupreme  executive  council  for  the  city; 
and  foon  after   was  elecied  prefident  of  the 
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"When  a  Convention  was  called  to  meet  in 
Philadelphia,  in  1787,  for  the  purpofe  of  giv- 
ing more  energy  to  the  government  of  the 
union,  by  revifing  and  amending  the  articles  of 
confederation,  Dr.  Franklin  was  appointed -sr 
delegate  from  the  State  cf  Pennfylvania.  He 
fi'gried  the  Confutation  which  they  propbfed- 
for  the  union,  and  gave  it  the  moil  unequivo- 
cal marks  cf  his. approbation. 

A  fociety  of  political  inquiries,  of  which  Br. 
Franklin  was  Prefident,  was  eftablifhed  about 
this  period,  The  meetings  were  held  at  his 
houfe.  Two  or  three  efTays  read  in  the  fociet-y 
were  publifhed.     It  did  not  long  continue. 

In  the  year  1 787,  two  focieties  were  eflab- 
limed  in  Philadelphia,  founded  on  principles  of 
the  mod  refined  humanity  :  The  Philadelphia 
Society  for  alleviating  the  miferies  of  public  pri/ons; 
and  the  Pennfylvania  Society  for  promoting  the 
abolition  of  Jlavery*  the  relief  of  free  negroes  un- 
lawfully held  in  bondage,  and  the  improvement  cf 
the  condition  of  the  African  race.  Of  each  ot 
theie  Dr.  Franklin  was  Prefident.     The  la- 
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5  bours  of  thefe  bodies  have  been  crowned  with 
fuccefs  ;  and  they  continue  to  profecute,  with 
unwearied  diligence,,  the  laudable  defigns  for 
which  they  were  eftabl  lined. 

Dr.  Franklin's  increasing  infirmities  prevent- 
ed his  regular  attendance  at  the  council  cham- 
ber ;  and,  in  1788,  he  retired  wholly  from 
public  life. 

His  coniutution  had  been  a  remarkably  good 
one.  He  had  been  little  fubjeft  to  difeafe,  ex- 
#?pt  an  attack  of  the  gout  occafionally,  until 
the  year  1781,  when  he  was  &ft  attacked  with 
the  fymptoms  of  the  calculous  complaint, 
which  continued  during  his  life.  During  the 
intervals  of  pain  from  this  grievous  difeafe,  he 
fpent  many  cheerful  hours,  converting  in  the 
mod  agreeable  and  iriilr  active  manner.  His 
faculties  were  entirely  unimpaired,  even  to  the 
hour  of  his  death. 

His  name,  as  president  of  the  Abolition  So- 
ciety, was  figned  to  the  memorial  prefented  to 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentives  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  1  2th  of  February,  1789,  praying 
them  to  exert  the  full  extent  of  power  veiled 
in  them  by  the  canfti union,  in  difcouraging 
the  traffic  of  the  human  fpecies.  This  was  his 
lail  public  ad.  In  the  debates  to  which  this 
memorial  gave  rife,  fevera!  attempts  were  made 
tojuflify  the  trade.  In  the  Federal  Gazette 
of  March  25th,  there  appeared  an  eiTay,  figrr- 
,-ed  TJiitoricus,  written  by  Dr.  Franklin, °in 
which  he  communicated  a  lpeech,{&id  tohavi 
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•been  delivered  in  the  Divan  of  Algiers  in  1687., 
in  oppofition  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  a 
feet  called  Erika,  or  purifts,  for  the  abolition 
of  piracy  and  flavery.  This  pretended  Afri- 
can fpeech  was  an  excellent  parody  of  one  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Jackfon  of  Georgia.  All  the 
arguments  urged  in  favour  of  negro  flavery, 
are  applied  with  equal  force  to  juftify  the  plun- 
dering and  en  flavin  g  the  Europeans.  It  af- 
fords, at  the  fame  time,  a  demonstration  of  the 
futility  of  the  arguments  in  defence  of  the  Have 
trade,  and  of  the  ftrength  of  mind  and  inge-- 
nuity  of  the  author,  at  his  advanced  period  of 
life.  It  furniflied  too  a  no  lefs  convincing 
.proof  of  his  power  of  imitating  the  ilyle  of 
other  times  and  nations,  than  his  celebrated 
parable  againfc  persecution.  And  as  the  lat- 
ter led  many  to  learch  the  fcriptures  with  a 
wiew  to  find  it,  fo  the  former  caufed  many  per- 
fons  to  fearch  the  book  Mores  and  libraries,  for 
the  work  from  which  it  was  faid  to  be  extract- 
ed.* 

In.  the  beginning  of  April  following,  he  was 
attacked  with  a  fever  and  complaint  of  his 
brealt,  which  terminated  his  exiftence.  The 
following  account  of  his  1  aft  ilinefs  was  writ- 
ten by  his  friend  and  phyfician,  Dr.  Jones. 

y  The  (tone,  with  winch  he  had  been  af- 
flicted for  ftveral  years,  had  for  *he  lafi:  twelve 
:inonths  confined  -him.  chiefly  to  his  bed  ,  and 


*  T 


his  y>*><ch  will  be  foil  id  in  the  vohmie  of  Es^ys, 


i 


FRANKLIN'S  LI  FEr  jg^ 

during  the  extreme  painful  par oxyfms,  he  was- 
obliged   to  take  large  dofes  of  laudanum  to 
mitigate  his  toitures  ;  ftill,  in  the  intervals  of 
pain,  he  not  only  amufed  himfelf  with  reading 
and  converting  with   his   family,  and   a  few 
friends  who  vifited  him,  but  was  often  employ. 
ed    in -doing   bufinefs  of  a  public  as  well   as 
private    nature,    with    various    perfons    who 
waited  on  him  for  that -purpofe  ■;  and  in  every 
inftance  difplayed,  not  only  that readinefs  and 
difpofinon  of  doing  good,  which  was  the  dif- 
tinguifned-charaderiilic  of  his  life,  but  the  full. 
eft  and v  cleared   porTeflion  of  his  uncommon 
mental  abilities  ;  and  not  unfrequently  indulg- 
ed himfelf  in  thok  jeux  dy  efprit  and  'entertain- 
ing, anecdotes,"- which  were   the  delight  of  all 
who  heard  him,"- 

'"About  fixteen  days; before  his  death,  he 
Was  feized  with  a  feverifh  indifpofition,  with- 
out any  particular  fymptoms  attending  it,  till 
the  third  or  fourth  day,  when  he  complained 
of  a  pain -in  his  left  bread,  which  increafed  till 
it  became  extremely  accute,  attended  with  a 
cough  and  laborious  breathing,     During  this 
ftate,  when  the  feverity  of  his  pains  fometimes 
drew  forth  a  groan  of  complaints,  he  would 
obferve,  that   he  was  afraid   he  did  not  bear 
them  as  he'  ought  ;  acknowledged  hi*  grate- 
ful ienfe  of  the  many  bleffings  he  had  received 
from  that  Supreme  Being,  who  had  railed  him 
from  fmall  and  low  beginnings  to  fuch  high 
rank  and  consideration  among  men  j  and  made 
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no  doubt  but  his  prefent  afflictions  were  kind- 
ly intended  to  wean   him  from  a  world,  m 
which  he  was  no   longer  fit  to  a&  the  pan  af- 
figned  him.     In  this  frame  of  body  and  mind 
he  continued  till  five  days  before  his  death, 
when  his  pain  and  difficulty  of  breathing  en- 
tirely left  him,  and  his  family  were  flattering 
themfclves  with  the  hopes   of  his   recovery, 
when  an  iinpoflhumation,  which  had  formed 
itfelf  in  his  lungs,  fuddenly  burft,   and  dif* 
charged  a  great  quantity  of  matter,  which  he 
continued  to  throw  up  while  he  had  flrength 
to  do  it  ;  but,  as  that  failed,  the  organ  of  in- 
fpiration  became  gradually  oppreffed  5  a  calni 
lethargic  ftate  fucceeded,  and  on  the  17th  of 
April,  1790,  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night  he 
quietly  expired,  clofing  a  long  and  ufeful  life 
of  eighty  four  years  and  three  months. 

"  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  add  to  the  above 
account  that  Dr.  Franklin,  in  the  year  1735, 
had  a  fevere  pleurify,  which  terminated  in  an 
abfcefs  of  the  left  lobe  of  his  lungs,  and  he 
was  then  almoft  fuffocated  with  the  quantity, 
and  fuddennefs  of  the  difcharge.  A  fecond 
attack  of  a  fimilar  nature  happened  fome  years 
after  this,  from  which  he  foon  recovered,  and 
did  not  appear  to  fuffer  any  inconvenience  W 
his  reft  1-  :tion  from  thefe  difeafes*" 
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THE   following  Epitaph   on   himfelf,   was 
written  by  him  many  years  previous  to  his> 
death  : 

THE  BODY- 

of 

Bfnjamin     Franklin,     Printer, 

(Like  the  covtrof  an  old  Book. 

Its  contents  torn  out, 

And  stript  of  its  lettering  and  gilding) 

Lies  here  food  for  worms  ; 

Yet  the  work  itself  shall  not  be  lost, 

For  it  will  (as  he  believed)  appear  once  more?* 

In  a  new 

And  more  beautiful  Edition, 

Corrected  and  Amended 

,     by 

The  Author, 


Ek trails  from  the  laft  Will  and  Testament 
of  Dr<  Franklin* 

WITH  regard  to  my  Books,  thofe  I  had  in- 
France,  and  thofe  I  left  in. Philadelphia,, being., 
now  aflembled  together  here,  and  a  catalogue 
made  of  them,  it  is  my  intention  to  difpofe  of 
the  fame  as  follows  i:. 

My  Hiilory  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  in 
fixty  or  feventy  volumes  quarto,  I  give  to  the 
philofophical  fociety  of  Philadelphia,  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  prefident.  My  collec- 
tion in  folio  of  Les  Arts  and  Let  Metiers,  I 
give  to.  the  philofophieal  fociety,  eftablifhed  in 
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New-England,  of  which  I  am  a  member.     My 
quarto  edition  of  the  fame  Arts  and  Metiers*  I 
give  to  the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia. 
Such  and  fo  many  of  my  books  as  I  fhall  mark, 
in  the  faid  catalogue,  with   the  name  of  my 
grandfon,  Benjamin  Franklin  Bache,  I  do  here- 
by give  to  him  ;  and  fuch  and  fo  many  of  my 
books  as  I  fhall  mark  in  the  faid  catalogue  with 
the  name  of  my  grandfon  William  Bache,  1  do 
hereby  give  him  :  And  fuch  as  fhall  be  mark- 
ed  with   the  name  of  Jonathan  Williams,  I 
hereby  give  to  my  coufin  of  that  name.     The 
refidue  and  remainder  of  all  my  books,  manu- 
fcripts  and  papers,  I  do  giye  to  my  grandfon  ; 
William  Temple  Franklin.     My  fhare  in  the 
library  company  of  Philadelphia,  I  give  to  my 
grandfon  Benjamin  Franklin  Bache,  confiding 
that  he  will  permit  his  brothers  and  fillers  to  » 
fhare  in  the  ufe  of  it. 

I  was  born  in  Boftbn,  New-England,  and  ] 
owe  my  firft  inftru&ions  in  literature  to  the  free 
grammar-fchools  ^ftablifhed  there.  I  there- 
fore give  one  hundred  pounds  fterling  to  my 
executors,  to  be  by  them,  the  furvivors  or  fur- 
vivor  of  th^m,  paid  over  to  the  managers  or 
directors  of  the  free  fchbols  in  my  native  town 
of  Bofton,  to  be  by  them,  or  the  psrfon  or 
perfons  who  mail  have  the  fuperintendance 
and  management  of  the  faid  fchools,  put  out 
to  intereft.  and  fo  continued  at  in tereft  forev- 
er j  which  intereft  annually  fhall  be  laid  out 
in  filver  medals,  and  given  as  honorary  r^ 
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^ards  annually,  by  the  directors  of  the  faid 
free  fchools,  for  the  encouragement  of  fcholar- 
fhip  in  the  faid  fchools,  belonging  to  faid  town* 
in  fuch  manner  as  to  the  difcretion  of  the  fe* 
teamen  of  the  faid  town  mall  feem  meet. 

Out  of  the  falgry  that  may  remain  due  to; 
'me,  as  prefident  of  the  ftate,  f  give  the  fum  of 
two  thcufand  pounds  to  my  executors,  to  be 
by  them,  the  furvivors  or  furvivor  of  them* 
paid  over  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfcns  as  the  le- 
giflature  of  this  flate,  by  an  aft  of  afiembly, 
fhall  appoint  to  receive  the  fame,  in  truft,  to 
be  employed  for  making  the  Schuylkill  navi- 

gablc°  .    ,    r 

During  the  number  of  years  I  was  m  bull- 

ne'fs  as  a  ftationer,  printer  and  poftmafter,  a 
great  many  fmall  funis  became  due  to  me,  for 
irooks,  advertifements,  poftage  of  letters,  and 
other  matters,  which  were  not  collected,  when, 
in  1 757, 1  was  Tent  by  the  afiembly  to  England 
as  their  agent  ;  and  by  fubfequent  appoint* 
ments,  continued  there  till  17755  when,  on 
my  return^  I  was  immediately  engaged  in  the 
affairs  of  Congrefs,  and  fent  to  Fiance  in  1776, 
where  I  remained  nine  years,  not  returning  till 
~if->5  ;  and  the  faid  debts  not  'being  demand- 
ed in  fuch  a  length  of  time,  are  become  in  a 
manner  obfolete,  yet,  are  neveithtlefs  juftly 
due  :  Thefe,  as  they  are  Hated  in  my  great  fo- 
lio ledger,  E,  I  bequeath  to  the  contributors 
of  the  Fennfylvania  hofpital  ;  hoping  that 
thofe  debtors,  and  the  descendants  of  iuch  as 
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are  deceafed,  who  now,  as  I  find,  make  fome 
difficulty  of  fatisfying  fuch  antiquated  demands 
as  juit  debts,  may  however  be  induced  to  pay 
prgive  them  as  charity  to  that  excellent  infti- 
tution,  I  am  fenfible  that  much  mull:  inevita- 
bly be  loft  ;  but  I  hope  fomething  confidera* 
ble  may  be  recovered.  It  is  poiTible  too  that 
forae  of  the  parties  charged,  may  have  exifting 
.old  unfettled  accounts  again  ft  me  ;  in  which 
cafe  the  managers  of  the  faid  hofpital  will  al- 
low and  deduct  the  amount,  and  pay  the  bal- 
ance, if  they  find  it  againll  me. 

I.requett  my  friends  Henry  Hill,  Efq.  John 
Jay,.  Efq.  Francis  Hopkinfon,  Efq.  and  Edward 
PufneLd,  of  Bonfield,  in  Philadelphia  county, 
to  be  the  executors  of  this  my  lafl  Will  and 
Teft  anient,  and  I  hereby  nominate  and  ap- 
point them  for  that  purpofe. 

I  would  have  my  body  buried  with  as  little 
expenie  or  ceremony  as  may  be. 

Philadelphia^  July  17,  1788. 

Codicil. 

I  Benjamin  Franklin,  in  the  foregoing  or 
annexed  lafl  Will  and  Teftament,  having  fur- 
ther coniidered  the  fame,  do  think  proper  to 
make  and  publifh  the  following  Codicil  or  ad- 
dition thereunto  : 

It  having  long  been  a  fixed  political  opinion 
of  mine,  that  in  a  democratical  flate  there 
ought  to  be  no  offices  of  profit,  for  the  rea- 
sons I  had  given  in  an  article  of  my  drawing 
j$  cur  confeitution,  it  was  my  intention,  when 
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f  accepted  the  office  of  prefident,  to  devote  the 
appointed  falary  to  feme  public  ufe  :  Accord- 
ingly I   had   already,  before  I   made   my   la  ft 
Will,  in  July  laft,  given1  large  iums  of  it  to  col- 
leges,  fchools,  building  of 'churches,  &c.   ?nd 
in  that  Will  I  bequeathed  two  *houfand  pounds 
more  to  the   (late,  for  tte  piirpofe  of  making 
the  Schuylkill  navigable  ;   but  underllandine 
ilnce,  that  fuch  a  fum  wiir  do  but  little  towards 
accompiifhing  fuch  a  work,  and  that  the  pro- 
ject: is  not  likely  to   be  undertaken   for  many 
years  to  come  %  and  having  entertained  anoth- 
er idea,  which  I  hope  m?.y  be  found  more  ex- 
tentively  ufefirl,  I  do  hereby  revoke  and  annul 
the  bequeft,  and  direct'  that  the  certificates  I 
have  for  what  remains  due  to  me  of  that  fala* 
ry,  be   fold    towards  railing  the  fum  of  two 
thoufand  pounds  fterimg,  to  be  difpofed  of  as 
I  am  now  about  to  order. 

It  has  been  an  opinion,  that  he  who  receives 
an  eftate  from  his  anceftors,  is  under  fome  ob- 
ligation to  tranfmit  the  fame  to  pofterity.  This 
obligation  lies  not  on  me,  who  never  inheritecf 
a  (hilling  from  any  anceflor  or  relation.  I 
mall,  however,  if  it  is  not  diminiflied  by  fome 
accident  before  my  death,  leave  a  confider- 
able  eftate  among  my  defendants  and  rela- 
tions. The  above  obfervation  is  made  mere- 
ly for  fome  apology-  to  my  family,  for  my 
making  bequefts  that  do  not  appear  to  ha\v 
any  immediate  relation  to  their  advantage; 
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I-  was  born  in  Bofton,  New-England,  and 
owe  my  firft  inftruclions  in  literature  to  the 
free  gramniar-fehools  eitabliffced  there.  I 
have  therefore  confidered  thofe  fchools  in  my 
Will. 

But  I  am  under  obligations  to  the  ftate  of 
MafTachufetcs,  for  having,  unafked,  appointed 
me  formerly  their  agent,  with  a  handfome  fal- 
ary,  which  continued  fome  years;  and  al- 
though I  accidentally  loft  in  their  fervice,  by. 
tranfmitting  Governour  Hutchinfon's  letters, 
much  more  than  the  amount  of  what  thev 
gave  me,  I  do  not  think  that  ought  in  the 
lead  to  diminilh  my  gratitude.  I  have  con- 
fidered that,  among  artifans,  good  apprentic- 
es are  moil:  likely  to  make  good  citizens  ;  and 
having  been  myfelf  bred  to  a  manual  art, 
printing,  in  my  native  town,  and  afterwards  af- 
flicted to  fet  up  my  bufmefs  in  Philadelphia  by 
kind  loans  of  money  from  two  friends  there, 
which  was  the  foundation  of  my  fortune,  and 
of  all  the  utility  in  life  that  may  be  afcribed  to 
me  ;  I  wifh  to  be  ufeful  even  after  my  death, 
if  poflible,  in  forming  and  advancing  other 
young  men,  that  may  be  ferviceabie  to  their 
country  in  both  theie  towns. 

To  this  end,  I  devote  two  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  which  I  give,  one  thoufand  thereof  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  in  Maf- 
fachufetts,  and  the  other  thoufand  to  the  in- 
I^abitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  truft, 
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to  and  for  the  ufes,  intents,  and  purpofes?  < 
herein  after  mentioned  and  declared. 

The  faid  fum  of  one  thoufand  pounds  (ler- 
ling  if  accepted  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  s 
of  Bofton,  (hall  be  managed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  fele&men,  united  with  the  minifters 
of  the  oldeft  epifcopalian,  congregational,  and 
prefbyterian  churches  in  that  town,  who  are 
to  let  out  the  fame  upon  intereft  at  five  per 
cent,  per  annum,  to  fuch  young  married  artifi- 
cers, under  the  age  of  twenty  five  years,  as  - 
have  fer  ved  an  apprenticefhip  in  the  faid  town,  • 
and  faithfully  fulfilled  the  duties  required  in 
their  indentures,  fo  as  to  obtain  a  good  moral  - 
character,  from  at  leaft  two  refpe&able  citi- 
zens, who  are  willing  to  become  fureties  in  a 
bond,  with  the  applicants,  for  the  repayment 
of  the  money  fo  lent,  with  intereft,  according 
to  the  terms  herein  after  prefcribed  j  all  which 
bonds  are  to  be  taken  for  Spanifh  'milled  dol- 
lars, or  the  value  thereof  in  current  gold  coin  r 
And  the  managers  (hall  keep  a  book,  or  books, 
wherein  mall  be  entered  the  names  of  thofe 
who  fhall  apply  for  and  receive  the  benefit  of 
this  inftitution,  and  of  their  fureties,  together 
with  the  fums  lent,  the  dates,  and  other  necef- 
fary  and  proper  records  refpe&ing  the  bufmefs 
and  concerns  of  this  inftitution  y-  and  as  thefe 
loans  are  intended  to  affift  young  married  ar- 
tificers in  fetting  up  their  bufinefs,  they  are 
to  be  proportioned  by  the  difcretion  of  the 
managers,,  fo  as  not  to  exceed  fixty    pounds 
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fterling  to  one  perfon,    nor  to   be   lefs  tRaffi 
fifteen  pounds. 

And  if  the  number  of  appliers  fo  entitled,:- 
fhould  be  fo  large  as  that  the  fum  will  not  fuf- 
nce  to  aiford  to  each  as  muchas%  might   other- 
wife  not  be  improper,  the  proportion   to  each' 
fhall  be  diminidied,  fo   as   to  afford    to   every 
one  fome  aiMance.     Thefe   aids   may   there'-  I 
fore  be  fmall  at  Srft,  but  as  the  capital  increaf. 
es  by  the   accumulated  inrerefl,    they   will  be 
more  ample.     And  in  order  to  ferve  as  many 
as  poiiibie  in  their    turn,   as  well  as  to   make 
the   repayment    of  the    principal    borrowed   i 
more   eaiy,  each  borrower  (hall  be  obliged  to 
pay  with  the  yearly  interefl  one  tenth  part  of  '* 
the  principal  which  Turns  of  principal   and  in- 
tereft  fo  paid  in,  mail  be  again  let  out  to  frefli 
borrowers.     And  it  is-  prefumed,  that    there 
Will  be  always  found  in  Bofton   virtuous   and 
benevolent  citizens,  willing  to  beftow  a  part  of 
their  time  in  doing  good  to  the  rifing  gener- 
ation, by   fuperin tending  and  managing  this 
inftitution  gratis  ;  it  is  hoped  that   no  part  of 
the  money  will  at  any  time  lie  dead,  or  be  di- 
verted to   other  purpofes,   but   be  continually 
augmenting  by   the  interefl,   in   which  cafe 
there  may  in  time  be  more  than  the  occafion 
in  Bofton  mail  require  ;  and  then  fome  may 
be  fpared  to  the  neighbouring  or  other  towns 
in  the  faid  ftate  of  Maffachufetts,  which  may 
defire  to  have  it,   fuch  towns  engaging  to  pay 
pundually  theinterenVand  fuch  proportions 
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of  the  principal  annually,  to  the  inhabitants 
ot  the  town  of  Bolton  ;  if  this  plan  is  execuN 
ed,  and  fucceeds,  as  projected,  without  inter- 
ruption, for  one  hundred  years,  the  fum  will 
be  then  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  thoufand 
pounds ;  of  which  I  would  have  the  manag- 
ers of  the  donation  to  the  town  of  Bofton  then 
lay  out,  at  their  discretion,  one  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  in  public  works,  which  may  be 
fudged  of  moil  general  utility  to  the  inhabit- 
ants ;  fuch  as  fortifications,  bridges,  acque- 
ducts,  public  buildings,  baths,  pavements,  or 
whatever  may  make  living  in  the  town  more 
convenient  to  its  people,  and  render  it  morer 
Agreeable  to  ftr.angers  reforting  thither  for' 
health,  or  a  temporary  refidence.  The  re- 
maining thirty  one  thoufand  pounds  I  would 
have  continued  to  be  let  out  at  intered,  in  the 
manner  above  direded,  for  one  hundred 
years  ;  as  I  hops  it  will  have  been  found  that 
the  in  flit  uti  on  has  had  a  good  effeft  on  the 
.conduct  of  youth,  and  been  of  fervice  to  many 
worthy  characters  and  ufeful  citizens.  At  the 
,end  of  this  fecond  term,  if  no  unfortunate  ac- 
cident has  prevented  the  operation,  the  fum 
will  be  four  millions  and  fixty-one  thoufand 
;pounds  flerling  ;  of  which  I  leave  one  million 
and  fixty  one  thoufand  pounds  to  the  difpofi- 
tion  and  management  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Bofton,  and  the  three  millions  to  the 
jdifpofition  of  the  government  of  the  irate  ; 
riot  pvefuming  to  carry  my  views  any  father, 
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AM  the  directions  herein  given  refpecBng 
the  difpofition  and  management  of  the  dona- 
tion to  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  I  would  have 
obferved  refpe&ing  that  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Philadelphia;  only,  as  Philadelphia  is  incor- 
porated, I  requefl  the  corporation  of  that  city 
to  undertake  the  management,  agreeable  to 
the  faid  directions  ;  and  I  do  hereby  vefi  them 
with  full  and  ample  powers  for  that  purpofe. 
.And  having  contidered  that  the  covering  its 
ground  plat  wkh  buildings  and  pavements, 
which  carry  off  moil  rain,  and  prevent  its 
foaking  into  the  earth,  and  renewing  and  pu- 
rifying the  fprings,  whence  the  water  of  the 
wells  mull  gradually  grow  worfe,  and  in  time 
be  unfit  for  ufe,  as  I  find  has  happened  in  all 
old  cities  ;  I  recommend,  that,  at  the  end  of 
the  firft  hundred  years,  if  not  done  before, 
the  corporation  of  the  city  employ  a  part  of 
the  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  bringing  by- 
pipes,  the  water  of  WifTahickon  creek  into 
the  town,  fo  as  to  fupply  the  inhabitants, 
which  I  apprehend  may  be  done  without  great 
difficulty,  the  level  of  that  creek  being  much  J 
above  that  of  the  city,  and  may  be  made  high- 
er by  a  dam.  I  alfo  recommend  making  the 
Schuylkill  completely  navigable.  At  the  end 
of  the  fecond  hundred  years,  I  would  have  the 
difpofition  of  the  four  millions  and  ilxty  one 
thoufand  pounds  divided  between  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  gov- 
ernment of  Pennfylvania,  in  the  fame  manner 
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as  herein  directed  with  refpeO;  to  that  of  the- 
inhabitants  of  Botlon  and  the  government  of 
Maffachufetts.  It  is  my  defire  that  this  infti* 
tution  fhould  take  place,  and  begin  to  operate 
within  one  year  after  my  deceafe  ;  for  which 
purpofe,  due  notice  fhould  be  publicly  given,, 
previous  to  the  expiration  of  that  year,  that 
thofe  for  whofe  benefit  this  e-ftablifhment  is 
intended  may  make  their  refpe&ive  applica- 
tions :  And  I  hereby  direct  my  executors,  the 
furvivors  or  furvivor  of  them,  within  fix- 
months  after  my  deceafe*  to  pay  over  the  faid 
fum  of  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling  to  fuch 
perfons  as  fhall  be  duly  appointed  by  the  fe- 
le£tmen  of  Boilon,  and  the  corporation  of 
Philadelphia,  to  receive  and  take  charge  of 
their  refpective  fums  of  one  thoufand  pounds 
each,  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid.  Confidering 
the  accidents  to  which  all  human  affairs  and 
projects  are  fubject  in  fuch  a  length  of  time,4 
have  perhaps  too  much  flattered  myfelf  with  a 
vain  fancy,  that  thefe  difpofitions,  if  carried 
into  execution,  will  be  continued  without  in- 
terruption, and  have  the  effects  propofed  ;  I 
hope,  however,  that  if  the  inhabitants  of  the 
two  cities  fhould  not  think  fit  to  undertake 
the  execution,  they  will  at  lead  accept  the  of- 
fer of  thefe  donations,  as  marks  of  my  good 
will,  token  of  my  gratitude,  and  teflimony  of 
my  defire  to  be  ufeful  to  them  even  after  my 
departure.  I  wifh,  indeed,  that  they  may  both 
undertake  to  endeavor  the  execution  of  my 
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project:,  becaufe  I  think,  that  though  unfore- 
feen  difficulties  may  arife,  expedients  will  be 
found  to  remove  them,  and  the  fcheme  be 
found  practicable.  If  one  of  them  accepts  the 
money  with  the  conditions,  and  the  other  re- 
fufes,  my  will  then  is,  that  both  fums  be  giv- 
en to  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  accepting  ^ 
the  whole  to  be  applied  to  the  fame  purpofes* 
and  under  the  fame  regulations  directed  for 
the  feparate  parts  ;  and  if  both  refufe,  the 
money  remains  of  courfe  in  the  mafs  of  ray 
eitats,  and  it  is  to  be  difpofed  of  therewith, 
according  to  my  Will  made  the  feventeenth 
day  of  July,  1788, 

My  fine  crab-tree  walking- ftick,  with  a  gold 
head  curioufly  wrought  in  the  form  of  the  cap 
of  Liberty,  I  give  to  my  friend,  and  the  friend 
of  mankind,  General  Wafhington.  If  it  were 
a  fceptre,  he  has  merited  it,  and  would  be*, 
come  it« 
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